
Saturday, January 10, 2026 
Baptism of Our Lord, Lectionary 1, Year A 

 
========================= 

 

Reminder: Offering will not be collected during the service. 
Please leave your gifts in the offering tray as you enter for worship. 

 
 

========================= 
 

 
 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed 
in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God 
from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word 
continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the 
scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary 
gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 
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Saturday, January 10, 2026 ~ 6:00 PM 
Litany for the Baptism of Our Lord, Year A 

 

PRELUDE 
 

COMING TOGETHER AS COMMUNITY 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the 
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us give our thanks for the gift of baptism: 

P: Ever living God, author of creation, we give you thanks for your gift of water that 
brings life and refreshes the earth.  We bless and praise you, for by water and 
the Word we are cleansed from sin and receive everlasting life. Join us again 
this day to the saving death of Christ; renew in us the living fountain of your 
grace; and raise us with Christ Jesus to live in newness of life; for you are 
merciful, and you love your whole creation, and with all your creatures we give 
you glory, through your son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever.  Amen 

 

THE GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you 
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GATHERING HYMN: “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Verses 1 & 2; WOV 649 
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KYRIE           ELW 153  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Please join me in prayer. O God our Father, 
C: at the baptism of Jesus, you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their 
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Congregation may be seated. 
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THE READING OF THE WORD 
 
 

FIRST READING: ISAISH 42:1-9 
(God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not exercise 
authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old 
promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.) 

1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry out or lift 
up his voice or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a 
dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not 
grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the 
coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out,  
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon 
it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;  
I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 
people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.  
9 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they 
spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 
L: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSIVE READING OF THE PSALM: PSALM 29 
(The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 

L: 1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
C: 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the 

beauty of holiness. 
L: 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is 

upon the mighty waters. 
C: 4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of  

splendor.  
L: 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of 

Lebanon; 
C: 6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young 

wild ox. 
L: 7 The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
C: 8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh.  
L: 9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And 

in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
C: 10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king 

forevermore. 
L: 11 O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  
 

 
SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 

(Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of God’s 
inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius 
and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.) 

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 
righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and 
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allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  “HALLE, HALLE, HALLELUJAH”  ELW 172 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD 
(Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s 
child.) 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:13-17 
 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill 
all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as 
he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the 
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
Congregation may be seated. 
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Hymn of the Evening  “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” Verses 1 & 2; ELW 304

 

 
THE SERMON: Pr. Teri Sutherlin 
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Please stand as you are able 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
  
P: With our faith in Jesus Christ, let all the people of God confess their faith of the 
church: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
P:  As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 
     human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 

A brief silence. 
P:  Merciful God… 
C: Receive our prayer. (repeat response after each petition) 
 
P: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 

commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in 
Christ Jesus our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 

Congregation members may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace 
as you are comfortable doing so, saying, “Peace be with you”, or similar words. 
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THE OFFERTORY:    “Field of Stars Awash in Splendor”  Verse 2; CBM 75 

 
 
THE OFFERING PRAYER 
 
P: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for 

those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use 
what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
THE DIALOGUE 

 
 
 
 
PREFACE: 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  By the leading of a star, he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the 
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
Words of Institution 
 
P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.  By your powerful 

word you created all things.  Through the prophets you called your people to be 
a light to the nations.  Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.  He is your Light, 
shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



14 
 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and 
his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in 
your holy and life-giving light. By your Spirit bless us and this meal; that 
refreshed with this heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing the 
brilliance of your Son.  Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.   

C: Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Prayer 
  
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

  
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the 

table; taste and see. 
C: Amen. 
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THE MEAL 

 
 

Congregation may be seated 
  

 
Communion Distribution 

  
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 
Post Communion Blessing 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and 

keep us in His grace, favor, and peace, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION HYMN “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” VS 1; LBW 200  

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray. Radiant God, 
C: we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of 

his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this 
table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and 
bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and 
be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and ☩ give you 
peace. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:    “In Christ Called to Baptize” Verses 1 & 4; ELW 575 
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BLESSING AND SENDING 
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in our mouths and tuned our hearts 

for praise ☩ bless us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS024243. 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Roger Reddig 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS  
Deb Dumler 
 
PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND PRESENCE 
Roger Reddig 
Milt Ginther 
Nancy Holland 
 
Prayer Shawl Monday 10 am, Quilting Tuesday 1:30 pm 
Wednesday: 425 Youth Group 6:30-8:00 pm, Bell Choir 6:30 pm, Agape Choir 7:30 
pm 
Thursday: Church Council 6:30 pm 
 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026, FOLLOWING 10:30 AM 

WORSHIP (TENTATIVELY 11:30 AM).  PLEASE BE SURE TO PLAN ON ATTENDING THE MEETING 

YOUR INPUT IS VERY IMPORTANT. A QUORUM OF VOTING MEMBERS IS REQUIRED AT THE 

MEETING. 
 IF THE WEATHER IS BAD IN JANUARY, OUR ALTERNATE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING DATE 

IS FEBRUARY 1, 2026, FOLLOWING 10:30 AM WORSHIP. 
 
St. John Lutheran Church Winter Weather Policy: 
The safety and well-being of our members and staff is a primary concern so in the 
event of bad weather during the winter there may be times when the church will be 
closed, meetings cancelled, or worship services cancelled. 
 
During the winter months, cancellations and closures may be the result of weather 
conditions, staff unable to get to the church, impassable roads, problems with the 
building, or other unforeseen situations.  
 
Winter weather conditions may necessitate cancelling services based on street 
conditions, sidewalk, and parking conditions, and City of Russell plowing schedules. 
St. John Lutheran Church services and activities will be cancelled in the following 
situations:  

 we are experiencing subzero temperatures or windchill,  
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 we have six or more inches of accumulated or new snowfall,  
 we are experiencing an ice storm,  
 we are experiencing a power outage,  
 during week days we will follow the City of Russell/Russell Schools closure  
 in rare event that local or state government declares “a state of emergency”  

 
If the church is closed or worship is cancelled this information will be posted on the 
KRSL website and if possible, signs posted on the church doors. 
 
If services are not cancelled, members are encouraged to use their best judgement in 
terms of safety for driving to services. If you have concerns about your safety for any 
reason, please do not drive.  
 
If services are not cancelled, our 8:15 am and 10:30 am Sunday services are 
livestreamed on stjohnrussell.com. On the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, the 10:30 
am service is broadcast on KRSL 98.1 FM/990 AM. 
 
Service cancellations will be posted on KRSL.com under “Weather - Closings and 
Cancellations” and on the St. John Lutheran Church, Russell, KS (stjohnrussellks) 
Facebook (Meta) page. 
 
 
 


