
Sunday, February 1, 2026  
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, Lectionary 4, Year A 

 
========================= 

 

Reminder: Offering will not be collected during the service. 
Please leave your gifts in the offering tray as you enter for worship. 

 

Those who attend 8:15 Worship are encouraged to leave 
their bulletins for the 10:30 am service if they do not wish to take them home. 

 

========================= 
 

 
 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and 
walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. 
For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those 
who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and 
calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 

 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org) 
425 N. Main Street, Russell, KS 67665 ~ 785-483-5358 
email: stjohn@ruraltel.net ~ website: stjohnrussell.com 

Pastor Teri Sutherlin (620-521-6454)  
Weekly Services: Saturday, 6:00 pm; Sunday, 8:15 am; Sunday, 10:30 am 
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Sunday, February 1, 2026 ~ 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
Litany for the Fourth Sunday After Epiphany, Year A 

 

PRELUDE      **ST. JOHN RINGERS BELL CHOIR (10:30) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP     **ST. JOHN RINGERS BELL CHOIR (10:30) 
 

COMING TOGETHER AS COMMUNITY 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the 
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. Silence is kept for 
reflection. 

 

P: Mighty God, lover of justice, 
C: you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at 

the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was 
needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to 
seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we 
may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 
P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers us in the righteousness of 
Christ, and forgives our sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give us strength to 
live for others, and bless us with the gift of peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you 
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GATHERING HYMN: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart;” Verses 1 & 2    ELW 573 
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KYRIE           ELW 153  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

P:  Please join me in prayer. Holy God, 
C:   you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and 

the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world 
may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Congregation may be seated. 
 

THE READING OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: MICAH 6:1-8 
(With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has 
“wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn 
divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s 
service.) 

1 Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the 
hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will 
contend with Israel. 
        3 “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer 
me! 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember 
now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and 
what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
             6 “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD require of 
you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

L: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSIVE READING OF THE PSALM: PSALM 15 
(LORD, who may abide upon your holy hill? (Ps. 15:1) 

L:  1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
C:  2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth 

from their heart;  
L: 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not 

cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
C: 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the 

LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
L: 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against 

the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
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*SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (ERV) 
(According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet 
this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, 
and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers.) 

18 The teaching about the cross seems foolish to those who are lost. But to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 As the Scriptures say, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise. 
    I will confuse the understanding of the intelligent.” 

20 So what does this say about the philosopher, the law expert, or anyone in this world 
who is skilled in making clever arguments? God has made the wisdom of the world 
look foolish. 21 This is what God in his wisdom decided: Since the world did not find 
him through its own wisdom, he used the message that sounds foolish to save those 
who believe it. 

22 The Jews ask for miraculous signs, and the Greeks want wisdom. 23 But this is 
the message we tell everyone: Christ was killed on a cross. This message is a problem 
for Jews, and to other people it is nonsense. 24 But Christ is God’s power and wisdom 
to the people God has chosen, both Jews and Greeks. 25 Even the foolishness of God 
is wiser than human wisdom. Even the weakness of God is stronger than human 
strength. 

26 Brothers and sisters, God chose you to be his. Think about that! Not many of 
you were wise in the way the world judges wisdom. Not many of you had great 
influence, and not many of you came from important families. 27 But God chose the 
foolish things of the world to shame the wise. He chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong. 28 And God chose what the world thinks is not important—what the 
world hates and thinks is nothing. He chose these to destroy what the world thinks is 
important. 29 God did this so that no one can stand before him and boast about 
anything. 30 It is God who has made you part of Christ Jesus. And Christ has become 
for us wisdom from God. He is the reason we are right with God and pure enough to 
be in his presence. Christ is the one who set us free from sin. 31 So, as the Scriptures 
say, “Whoever boasts should boast only about the Lord.” 
 
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  “HALLE, HALLE, HALLELUJAH”  ELW 172 

 
 

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD 
(Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.) 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 5:1-12 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Congregation may be seated. 
Children’s Moment 
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Hymn of the Day  “O God of Mercy, God of Light;” Verses 1, 2 & 4; LBW 425 

 
THE SERMON: Pr. Teri Sutherlin 
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Please stand as you are able 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

P: With our faith in Jesus Christ, let all the people of God confess their faith of the 
church: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P:  As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 
     human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
P:  Merciful God… 
C: Receive our prayer. (repeat response after each petition) 
 

 
P: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 

commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in 
Christ Jesus our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

**Congregation may be seated. (Only 10:30 AM Service) 
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**RECOGNITION AND GRATITUDE FOR THE MINISTRY OF SERVICE (10:30 AM Only) 
 

P: I would like to invite John Dumler to come and join me up front. 
 
P: A reading from John 8:12:  

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.”  
It is with overwhelming gratitude that we give thanks for the Ministry of John 
Dumler to this congregation.   

 
P: On August 1, 2015, you began the journey of serving this congregation as a 

Parish Ministry Associate and we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we 
share as the people of God. In this community you have come to know and to 
share in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed you 
in this community, and God has blessed us through you. Though retiring from 
your position here at St. John, we encourage you to continue to receive and 
share God’s gifts as a Parish Ministry Associate united with us in the body of 
Christ and the mission we share. 

 
P: Let us pray: 

Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servant John 
Dumler who has enriched this congregation by sharing his gift of dedicated 
ministry to the life of this community of faith.  Bless and preserve him at this time 
of transition, day by day guide him and give him what is needed, friends to cheer 
his way, and a clear vision of that to which you are now calling him.  By your 
Holy Spirit be present in his continued journey that he may travel with the one 
who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 

Congregation members may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace 
as you are comfortable doing so, saying, “Peace be with you”, or similar words. 
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THE OFFERTORY:    “Field of Stars Awash in Splendor”  Verse 2; CBM 75 

 
 
THE OFFERING PRAYER 
 
P: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for 

those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use 
what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
THE DIALOGUE 

 
 
PREFACE: 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  By the leading of a star, he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the 
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

Words of Institution 
 

P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.  By your powerful 
word you created all things.  Through the prophets you called your people to be 
a light to the nations.  Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.  He is your Light, 
shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will 
rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. By your Spirit bless us and this meal; 
that refreshed with this heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing 
the brilliance of your Son.  Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty  

Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.   
C: Amen. 
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 The Lord’s Prayer 
  
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

  
Invitation to the Table 
 
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the 

table; taste and see. 
C: Amen. 
 
THE MEAL 
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Congregation may be seated 
  

 
Communion Distribution 

  
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
Post Communion Blessing 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and 

keep us in His grace, favor, and peace, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION HYMN “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” VS 1; LBW 200  
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Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. Radiant God, 
C: we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of 

his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this 
table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and 
bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen 

  
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and 

be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and ☩ give you 
peace. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:    “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve;” Verses 1, 3 & 4; WOV 723 
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BLESSING AND SENDING 
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in our mouths and tuned our hearts 

for praise ☩ bless us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Easy-to-Read Version (ERV), 
Copyright © 2006 by Bible League International. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin 
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. HYMNS REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-718798. ALL 

RIGHTS RESERVED. 
 

*SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (NRSV for Reference) 
  18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
   “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” (Isaiah 29:14) 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save 
those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might 
boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for 
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (Jeremiah 9:24)  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS  
Gwenna Green 
Twyla Ehrlich 
Deb Dumler 
Gladys Standley 
Nancy Aspegren 
 
PRAYERS FOR COMFORT AND PRESENCE 
Conrad Lightfoot (correction) 
Randy Mai 
Gene Betts 
 
Prayer Shawl Monday 10 am, Quilting Tuesday 1:30 pm 
 
Wednesday February 4, 2026:  
425 Youth Group 6:30-8:00 pm,  
Bell Choir 6:30 pm 
Agape Choir 7:30 pm 
 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY – FEBRUARY 1, 2026, FOLLOWING 10:30 AM 

WORSHIP (TENTATIVELY 11:30 AM).  PLEASE BE SURE TO PLAN ON ATTENDING THE MEETING 
YOUR INPUT IS VERY IMPORTANT. A QUORUM OF VOTING MEMBERS IS REQUIRED AT THE 

MEETING. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


