Sunday, May 15, 2022 ~ 10:30 am

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth.
The risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism
God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone
in a new light—through the lens of love.

St. John Lutheran Church
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org)
425 N. Main Street, Russell, KS 67665 ~ 785-483-5358
email: stjohn@ruraltel.net ~ website: stjohnrussell.com
Pastor Teri Sutherlin (620-521-6454) ~ John Dumler, PMA (785-483-1382)

Sunday, May 15, 2022 ~ 10:30 am Order of Service
Liturgy for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year C
Please complete a yellow attendance card and place
in offering tray on your way out of the sanctuary or give to the ushers.
Please leave your gifts in the offering tray as you enter,
or give to the ushers as you exit the sanctuary.
Prelude
Coming together as Community
(Congregation may stand as able)

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus
Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let
us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come.
C: We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued
Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the
Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is
drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely
through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us
and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and
barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation.
P: Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us
again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts;
wipe away every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and
Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.
C: Amen.
~ Page 2 ~

Sunday, May 15, 2022

Gathering Hymn ................. “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”; Verses 1 and 2
ELW #619

The Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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The Kyrie

Hymn of Praise ....................................... “Sing We Now of Jesus”; RWSB R191
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(Congregation may be seated)

Agape Choir..........................................................................“The Potter’s Hand”
Words and Music by Darlene Zschech; Arranged by Lloyd Larson
Beautiful Lord, wonderful Savior, I know for sure all of my days
are held in your hand, crafted into your perfect plan.
You gently call me into your presence, guiding my by your Holy Spirit.
Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through your eyes.
I’m captured by your Holy calling. Set me apart, I know you’re drawing me
to yourself. Lead me, Lord, I pray.
Take me, mold me, use me, fill me.
I give my life to the Potter’s hand.
Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me.
I give my life to the Potter’s hand, the Potter’s hand.
You gently call me into your presence, guiding me by your Holy Spirit.
Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through your eyes.
I’m captured by your Holy calling. Set me apart, I know you’re drawing me
to yourself. Lead me, Lord, I pray, I pray.

Take me, mold me, use me, fill me.
I give my life to the Potter’s hand.
Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me.
I give my life to the Potter’s hand, the Potter’s hand, the Potter’s hand.
The Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: O Lord God,
C: you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our
hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we
may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
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The Sharing in the Word
First Reading: Jeremiah 18:1-6
God teaches Jeremiah a lesson at a potter’s shop. Just as a potter may destroy an
unacceptable vessel, starting over to refashion it into one of value, so God molds and
fashions the nations, including Israel.
1

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2“Come, go down to the
potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” 3So I went down to the
potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. 4The vessel he was making of
clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as
seemed good to him.
5
Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6Can I not do with you, O house of
Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s
hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.
L: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
A Reading from Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1)

L:
C:

1

Lord, you have searched me out; O Lord, you have known me.
You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts
from afar.
L: 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all my
ways.
C: 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O Lord, know it
altogether.
L: 5You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
C: 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain
to it.
L: 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother’s
womb.
C: 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works are
wonderful, and I know it well.
2
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L:

15

My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in secret and
woven in the depths of the earth.
C: 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were
written in your book; my days were fashioned before they came to be.
L: 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of them!
C: 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; to
count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:5-12
When we carry out God’s ministry we do so not for our glory but for the sake of Jesus
Christ whom we proclaim as Lord. The power for ministry comes from God, not us, so that
we persevere no matter what, trusting in God’s power and promises at work through us.
5

We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
7
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while
we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of
Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us, but life in
you.
L: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
(Congregation may stand as able)
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The Gospel Acclamation

P: The Holy Gospel according to John 13:31-35
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer,
Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to
death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.
31

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you,
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Congregation may be seated)

Children’s Moment
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Hymn of the Day ...........................“Have Thine Own Way, Lord”; Verses 1 and 4
TFF #152

The Sermon ................................................................................Pr. Teri Sutherlin
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Blessing of Graduates
P: Dear friends: Life presents us with various significant milestones that set the
stage for the next phase in our earthly journey. Graduation from high school and
transitioning from middle school to high school are such milestones. Today we
wish to honor those who are moving through this special time of
accomplishment, transition, and change, and to show them that we, their
community of faith, stand with them and support them as fellow believers in
Jesus Christ.
P: Dear graduates: At this special time in your lives we are eager to show you how
delighted we are that you have reached this momentous time in your lives. As
fellow members of this community of faith we rejoice with you and want you to
know of our pride and excitement as you move from this accomplishment into
the next phase of your life. We also want you to know that wherever you go and
whatever you do, you are going forward with our prayers for God’s continued
guidance, power, protection, and strength.
P: O Lord Jesus Christ, when you welcomed the children, your invitation included
each one of us. Your guiding hand has continually been upon these young
women and men. You have sustained them. You have shared in their laughter
and wiped away their tears. In times of confusion, you have offered direction. In
times of sorrow, you have offered hope. In times of doubt your Holy Spirit has
lifted them up. Grant, O Savior, to each of these graduates the knowledge of
your continued presence as they go forth into the future. Bless them and keep
them. Guide their steps. Hold them in the hollow of your hand. Bless them and
keep them now and forever.
C: Amen.
P: Members and friends of the St. John congregation, will you promise to keep
these graduates and their families in your thoughts and prayers as they go forth
into the future?
C: We will.
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P: Will you, as fellow believers in Jesus Christ, promise to help these young women
and men as any need or opportunity may arise?
C: We will.
Pastor and Parents: May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord watch over you and keep you safe.
May the Lord guide your every step.
May you always know of our unending love for you.
C: Amen.

(Congregation may stand as able)

The Apostles’ Creed
P: With our faith in Jesus Christ, let all the people of God confess their faith of the
church:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

[Pastor will end each petition with “God, in your mercy,”” and
the congregation will respond “hear our prayer”]

P: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for
the church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
The Sharing of Christ’s Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always
C: And also with you.
The congregation members may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace
as you are comfortable doing so, saying, “Peace be with you”, or similar words.

The Offertory .........“We Give Thee by Thine Own”; Verses 1 and 2; ELW #686
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The Offering Prayer
P: Would you bow your heads in prayer: Living God, you gather the wolf and the
lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your
table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen
body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
C: Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
Preface

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, holy

Words of Institution

P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you
sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your
will. He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all
things, and in whom you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a
virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as
your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary. He, our Lord Jesus,
fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in
suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to
destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give
light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth the
resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.
P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice,
peace, and love.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.
P: Fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and
glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are
yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and
forever.
C: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty,
come.
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The Meal ................................... “Lamb of God” ...........................ELW Setting Four

(Congregation may be seated)

Communion Distribution
(Congregation may stand as able)

The Post-Communion Blessing
P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us
and keep us in His grace, favor, and peace, now and forever.
C: Amen.

~ Page 16 ~

Sunday, May 15, 2022

The Meal.......................... “I Come with Joy”; Verse 3.................. ELW Setting Four

Prayer after Communion
P: Would you join me in prayer
C: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have
tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our
lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and ☩ give
you peace.
C: Amen.
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Sending Hymn............................................. “A New Commandment”; WOV #664
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The Blessing and Sending
P: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption, ☩ bless us now and forever.
C: Amen.
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude
From SundaysandSeason.com; Copyright 2022; Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44243.
All Words and Music found within are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718798
except for that especially noted. All rights reserved.
New Revised Standard Version Bible; Copyright 1989; Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. used by permission. All rights reserved.

Calendar
Sunday, May 15 ...........Care Center Worship
Monday, May 16 ..........Prayer Shawl Ministry (10:00 am)
Tuesday, May 17 .........Sewing Circle Ministry (1:30 pm)
Council Meeting (5:00 pm)
Cemetery Committee Meeting (7:00 pm)
Wednesday, May 18 .....Wiggle Your Wings Graduation in Parish Hall (11:00 am)
St. John Ringers (6:30 pm)
Thursday, May 19 ........Coffee Reception for Pastor Pihl (9:30 - 11:30 am)
NO Bible Study with Pastor (will resume May 26)
Pastor Teri and PMA John will be attending the
Homiletics Online Conference
Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Sunday, May 15, 2022
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Announcements
St. John will honor our graduates at the 10:30 service on Sunday, May 15. All 8th
Grade, High School and College Graduates are encouraged to attend.
Pastor Earnest Pihl will be here the afternoon of Wednesday, May 18 through
Thursday, May 19. If you would like to schedule a time to visit with him while he is
here, please contact the church office. A Coffee Reception for Pastor Pihl is
scheduled for Thursday, May 19. The come and go reception will be held from 9:30
to 11:30 am in the Parish Hall. Enjoy a cup of coffee and a treat (or two!) while
visiting with Pastor Earnest Pihl.
The 2022-2023 Scholarship Application link for the Mai Family Scholarship and the
Earlin Nuss Memorial Scholarship is now live on stjohnrussell.com. If you need a
hard copy, please contact the church office.
REMINDER: The 2022 Back-to-School-Giveaway is now accepting donations!
 Donated clothing is needed in all sizes, from preschool though high school.
Donated clothing should be ready for school (no stains or tears). Gently worn
shoes, jackets, and athletic wear are also appreciated. Donations may be placed
in the box in the basement hallway under the coat rack.
 New socks and undergarments (in all sizes) and new school supplies may be
brought to the church office.
 The Heart2Home project is accepting donations of new personal care products to
be assembled as Back-to-School Personal Care Kits. Items may include
deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, bar soap, shampoo, nail clippers, lip
balm, hand sanitizer, hand lotion and more. Please place personal care donations
above the coat rack in the main hallway. Monetary donations may be accepted in
the church office.
BREAKING NEWS: Thanks to the generosity of the St. John congregation, the
Sunday School Students collected $333.45 in their ELCA Good Gifts Barnyard
Banks throughout the Lenten season. The June Newsletter will include details
regarding the students’ choices for turning the monetary donations into Good Gifts!
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