
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COUNCIL MEETING 

THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2025 

 

 Voting Members Present: Afton Brown, Carol Fritz, Lee Keffer, Melinda  

  Olson, Kylie Stoppel, Pastor Teri Sutherlin 

 Voting Members Excused: Hadlee Brown, D.J. Klema, Alex Krug, Heather  

  Pohlman, Gaylon Walter 

 Others Present: John Dumler 

 

INVOCATION/CALL TO ORDER 

 President Lee Keffer called the meeting to order at 10:31 am. Pastor Teri Sutherlin 

led us in prayer. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND TREASURER'S REPORT 

It was moved, seconded and passed to approve the June minutes as presented. 

Kylie Stoppel reported that the money has been transferred to the cemetery account as 

was previously approved in June. It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the 

June treasurer's report as presented. 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

 c) Under Old Business, Afton Brown requested that we add Family Fun Night; 

f) Under New Business, Afton Brown requested to add Confirmation Policy; and 

g) Under New Business, it was requested to add New Member Class 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 There were no communications at this time. 

 

REPORTS 

EDUCATION - Afton reported that VBS is being held this week and all is going well. 

They are currently working on plans for the fall with a date of September 14, to resume 

Sunday School and Confirmation classes. 

EVANGELISM/PARISH FELLOWSHIP/SOCIAL MINISTRY - Afton Brown reported 

that there has been some discussion about taking care of our college students. It was 

moved, seconded and passed that we begin to send "care packages" at different intervals 

throughout the year to the college students in our congregation. Afton will follow through 

with this idea. 

PROPERTY - No Report. 

STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE - Kylie reported that they will be meeting July 29. 

TECHNOLOGY -   Pastor Teri Sutherlin stated that the Vimeo license has been renewed 

but we have a few "glitches" to work out with streaming. 



WORSHIP & MUSIC - The committee is working on plans to celebrate the 125th 

anniversary of St. John Church. 

YOUTH - No report. 

CEMETERY - President Lee Keffer reported that the chip seal repair for the cemetery 

roads is scheduled for September 2025. 

PMA - A written report was submitted. 

PASTOR'S REPORT - Pastor reported that she is helping with VBS this week. She also 

continues to do Bible Study, which they are currently studying the book of Acts. She is 

continuing with visits and calls checking on members of the congregation. She continues 

to work on updating member information in the computer, especially with the upcoming 

church celebration. She will be on vacation July 18-25.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a) Melinda Olson has been working on plans for the 125th anniversary of St. John 

and is currently contacting members to have their pictures taken in August by 

appointment. Melinda is requesting volunteer help to assist with the registration table. 

After discussion, the following motions were made. A contract was presented by Lee 

Keffer for location. It was moved, seconded and passed to hold the celebration on 

November 1, 2025 at the VFW. It was also moved, seconded and passed to allow 

Melinda Olson to purchase a pictorial directory for 175-200 members. It was also moved, 

seconded and passed to provide a meal at $7.00 per person that will be catered by 

Klema's Apple Market, to include a celebratory cake at $180.00.  Donations will also be 

accepted, if congregational members choose to donate to the 125th anniversary 

celebration. 

b) Pastor Teri Sutherlin will be on vacation from July 18-25. She has arranged for 

pastoral coverage during this time. 

c) In previous council meetings, ideas for evangelism within the church have been 

discussed. One of these being having a family fun night to include all members. Afton 

Brown presented an idea which was discussed. It was moved, seconded and passed to 

hold a Family Fun Bingo Night on August 7, at 6:00 pm. Afton will get more information 

out to the congregation. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

a) Pastor Teri Sutherlin is requesting clarification of membership designation 

status for members who are not active or no longer live in Russell. Discussion was held 

and it was decided to table this until the August meeting. 

b) Our current subscription with NAIER (which offers supplies) is up for renewal. 

It was decided to let this expire. 

 c) Our current membership with Sam's Club is also up for renewal, Pastor Teri 

reported that this is not being used. It was decided to let the membership expire. 

 d) Our current subscription with Quill is also up for renewal. This is the company 

that we get most of our paper supplies from. It was decided to renew this subscription. 



e) We are seeing an increase in people coming to St. John Church to request public 

assistance, even though other churches can do this as well. This is taking up a lot of time 

for the church secretary. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to allow Pastor Teri 

to develop a plan so that this would only be available on a limited basis. This is normally 

something that the RAOC handles. John Dumler will discuss this with them at their next 

meeting. It was moved, seconded, and passed to have the RAOC have an application for a 

5013C number by the end of the 2025. 

 f) Afton Brown stated that not all confirmation students are as active as they 

should be with attendance. She has drafted a new confirmation policy which would be 

presented to both the student and parent. This policy was passed around for the council to 

view. It was decided to have all council members be able to review it and a decision 

made at the August council meeting. Afton will e-mail the policy to those not in 

attendance today. 

 g) It has been brought to our attention that there may be a need for a new member 

class. Pastor Teri Sutherlin is willing to hold this class and will arrange dates, and get the 

information out. 

 

DISCUSSION 

There are no items for discussion. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 There were no announcements. 

 

ADJOURNMENT AND LORD’S PRAYER 

 The meeting was adjourned at 11:36 am with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Next Executive Council Meeting: August 12, 2025 (5:30 pm) 

Next Council Meeting: August 21, 2025 (6:30 pm) 

 

Respectfully recorded and submitted 

Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary 

  

 

 

 


