Sunday, August 7, 2022 ~ 8:15 am

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham,
to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part
in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the
promises of God. Have no fear.

St. John Lutheran Church
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org)
425 N. Main Street, Russell, KS 67665 ~ 785-483-5358
email: stjohn@ruraltel.net ~ website: stjohnrussell.com
Pastor Teri Sutherlin (620-521-6454) ~ John Dumler, PMA (785-483-1382)

Sunday, August 7, 2022 ~ 8:15 am Order of Service
Liturgy for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C

Prelude
Coming together as Community
(Please stand as you are able)

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,
C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own
way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best
seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed
by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from
ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.
P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but
delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins
are forgiven. We are free to love as God loves.
C: Amen.
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Gathering Hymn ... “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”; Verses 1 and 3
ELW #771

The Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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The Kyrie

The Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Almighty God,
C: you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our
hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
(Congregation may be seated)
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The Sharing in the Word
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that
his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and
through this faith he is considered righteous.
1

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said,
“O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring,
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the Lord came
to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be
your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as
righteousness.
L: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

A Reading from Psalm 33:12-22
Let your lovingkindness be upon us, as we place our hope in you. (Ps. 33:22)

L:
C:
L:
C:
L:

C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:

12

Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord! Happy the people chosen to be
God’s heritage!
13
The Lord looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind.
14
God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the earth.
15
God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds.
16
A king is not saved by the size of the army, nor are warriors rescued by their
great strength.
17
The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great strength it cannot
save.
18
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O Lord, upon those who wait for
your steadfast love,
19
to deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive in time of
famine.
20
Our innermost being waits for you, O Lord, our helper and our shield.
21
Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put our trust.
22
Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, even as we place our hope in
you.
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Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age.
Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to
receive the promise of God.
1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from
things that are not visible.
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land,
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.
10
For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder
is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—
and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had
promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants
were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand
by the seashore.”
13
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and
foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are
seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind,
they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God;
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
2

L: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able)
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The Gospel Acclamation

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 12:32-40
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead
of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive
from God and to give to others.

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.
35
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door
for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the
master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the
middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
39
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Congregation may be seated)
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Hymn of the Day .............................. “Have No Fear, Little Flock”; Verses 1 and 3
LBW #476

The Sermon ............................................................................... Pr. Teri Sutherlin
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(Please stand as you are able)

The Apostles’ Creed
P: With our faith in Jesus Christ, let all the people of God confess their faith of the
church:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession

[Pastor will end each petition with “God of grace,” and
the congregation will respond “hear our prayer”]

P: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
Pastor will end each petition with “Merciful God,”
and the congregation will respond “receive our prayer”.

P: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
P: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
C: Amen.
The Sharing of Christ’s Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always
C: And also with you.
The congregation members may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace
as you are comfortable doing so, saying, “Peace be with you”, or similar words.
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The Offertory ......................................... “Lord of All Good”; Verse 1; LBW #411

The Offering Prayer
P: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on
your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for
the good of all, in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Preface
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lit up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross,
opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Sunday, August 7, 2022
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Invitation to Communion
P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
The Meal ......................................................... “Lamb of God”; ELW Setting Four

(Congregation may be seated)

Communion Distribution
(Please stand as you are able)

The Post-Communion Blessing
P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us
and keep us in His grace, favor, and peace, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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The Post-Communion Hymn ......... “One Bread, One Body”; Verse 3; ELW #496

Prayer after Communion
P: Would you join me in prayer. Life-giving God,
C: through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that
all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and ☩ give
you peace.
C: Amen.
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Sending Hymn.............................................. “How Great Thou Art”; Verses 1 and 3
ELW #856
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The Blessing and Sending
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us, comfort us, and
show us the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.
P: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS024243.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

The St. John Lutheran Church Council invites everyone to gather as one at a combined
worship service to celebrate one year of Pastor Teri’s ministry with St. John and to honor
the one year anniversary of her ordination.

We Gather as ONE
Sunday, August 21, 2022
Worship: 10:00 am
Potluck Lunch: immediately following
The potluck lunch will feature fried chicken provided by the Council.
Everyone is asked to bring a salad, side dish, or dessert to share.
The combined service will take the place of “regular” services August 20 and 21 there will be no Saturday service, no 8:15 Sunday service, and no 10:30 Sunday service.

We gather as ONE at 10:00 am, Sunday, August 21.
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Calendar
Tues, Aug 9 ........ Back-to-School Giveaway SET UP (10:00 am)
Thurs, Aug 11 ..... Back-to-School Giveaway (10:00 am to 5:00 pm)
................. NO Bible Study
................. Council Executive Committee (5:00 pm)
Fri, Aug 12 ......... Back-to School Giveaway (1:00 to 4:00 pm)
Sat, Aug 13 ........ Worship in Chapel; Holy Communion (6:00 pm)

Sun, Aug 14 ....... Worship in Sanctuary (8:15 am)
................. Worship in Sanctuary (10:30 am)
Looking Ahead
Wed, Aug 17 ...... Council Meeting (5:00 pm)
Thurs, Aug 18 .... Bible Study Resumes (1:00 pm)
................. Worship & Music Committee (7:00 pm)

Sat, Aug 20 ........ NO 6:00 pm Worship Service
Sun, Aug 21 ........ NO 8:15 am Worship Service; NO 10:30 am Worship Service
We Gather as ONE to worship on Sunday, August 21 at 10:00 am
Potluck meal immediately following worship
Wed, Aug 31 ...... Altar Guild Meeting (6:30 pm)
................. St. John Ringers (6:30 pm)
................. Agape Choir (7:30 pm)
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Announcements
Bible Study with Pastor will NOT be held Thursday, August 11. Bible Study will
resume Thursday, August 18.
Back-to-School Giveaway updates and information:
 The Back-to-School Giveaway will be held Thursday, August 11 (10 am to 5 pm)
and Friday, August 12 (1 to 4 pm) in the Parish Hall.
 Thanks to the generosity of the St. John congregation and Russell community
members, EVERYONE is invited to select items on Friday! ALL ages, ALL sizes!
 Last minute donations may be delivered to the church office.
During the August 21, 10:00 am combined service, volunteers from each regular
service (Saturday evening, early Sunday, late Sunday) are invited to serve as
Worship Assistants. Greeters, ushers, lectors and liturgists are needed - the more
the merrier!! Contact the church office if you would like to share your time.
August Newsletters are ready to pick up and available on stjohnrussell.com. Hard
copies have been mailed and digital newsletters will be emailed early next week.
Blaine Maier, St. John Church Council President, has announced two open
positions on the Church Council. Please prayerfully consider sharing your time
and talents as a council member. For more information, contact Blaine Maier or Kim
Stoppel.
Council Reminders





The Council Executive Committee meets Thursday, August 11 at 5:00 pm
The August Council Meeting will be held Wednesday, August 17 at 5:00 pm
The Worship & Music Committee meets Thursday, August 18 at 7:00 pm

God’s comfort to the family and friends of
Larry Kilian (brother of Gary Kilian and Judy Holmes) - Graveside Service;
Saturday, August 20, 10:00 am; Russell City Cemetery
Charles Stinchcomb (father-in-law of Barbara Stinchcomb) of Marion, Kansas died
July 31, 2022 at the age of 101.
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