
Saturday, November 15, 2025 ~ 6:00 pm 
Sunday, November 15, 2025 ~ 8:15 and 10:30 am 

 

WELCA  Thankoffering 
 

========================= 

Reminder: Offering will not be collected during the service. 
Please leave your gifts in the offering tray as you enter for worship. 

 

Those who attend Saturday Worship or 8:15 am Sunday Worship are encouraged 
to leave their bulletins if they do not wish to take them home. 

========================= 
 

 
 
We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was raised on that 
day. Every Sunday is a little Easter. This Sunday feels more like Easter than 
many as the appointed texts celebrate the reality of the resurrection. Live it up 
this Lord’s day. Our God is the God of the living. 
 

 
 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org) 
425 N. Main Street, Russell, KS 67665 ~ 785-483-5358 
email: stjohn@ruraltel.net ~ website: stjohnrussell.com 

  

Pastor Teri Sutherlin (620-521-6454) ~ John Dumler, PMA (785-483-1382) 
Weekly Services: Saturday, 6:00 pm; Sunday, 8:15 am; Sunday, 10:30 am 
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Saturday, November 15, 2025 ~ 6:00 pm 
Sunday, November 16, 2025 ~ 8:15 and 10:30 am 

Litany for the Twenty-third week after Pentecost Year C 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 
COMING TOGETHER AS COMMUNITY 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that  
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures  

forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
  

P: Faithful God, 
C: you have shown us the ways of your heart ,yet we stray from your paths. We are 

stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your 
faithful  promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your 
abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our 
relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new 
life.  

C: Amen. 
 

P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are 

forgiven, and by the power  of the Holy Spirit you are set free.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
THE GREETING 
  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  
 with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
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GaTHERING HYMN: “I Know that My Redeemer Lives!”; Verses 1, 2 & 4; LBW 352 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE EVENING/DAY 
 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Please join me in prayer. O God  
C: our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and direct our hearts. 

Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of judgment. Inspire us for a  
 holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our  
 Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Congregation may be seated. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC (10:30 am Service) 
 
Agape Choir - Ruth Keil. Director; Glenda Phillips - Accompanist  

 
“In My Heart There Rings a Melody” 

Words and Music by Elton M. Roth; Arranged by Patti Drennan 
 

“Giving Thanks”; Don Krug – soloist 
Words and Music by Pepper Choplin 

 
 
 
THE READING OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Job 19:23-27a 
 

were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! 24 O that with an iron pen and with lead 
they were engraved on a rock forever! 25 For I know that my vindicator lives and that in the end he 
will stand upon the earth; 26 and after my skin has been destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, 
27a whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 
 
L: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
RESPONSIVE READING OF THE PSALM: Psalm 17:1-9 

 
L: 1Hear a just cause, O LORD; give heed to my cry; listen to my prayer, which does not come 
 from lying lips. 
C: 2Let my vindication come forth from your presence; let your eyes be fixed on justice. 
L: 3Examine my heart, visit me by night, melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 
C: 4I have not regarded what others do; at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of  
 the violent.  
L: 5My footsteps hold fast to your well-worn path; and my feet do not slip. 
C: 6I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; incline your ear to me and hear my  
 words. 
L: 7Show me your marvelous lovingkindness, O Savior of those who take refuge at your right  
 hand from those who rise against them. 
C: 8Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me under the shadow of your wings, 
L: 9from the wicked who assault me, from my deadly enemies who surround me.  
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SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
 

1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, 
brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by 
letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3 Let no one deceive 
you in any way, for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is 
revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called 
god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be 
God. 5 Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 
  13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, 
because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 
through belief in the truth. 14 For this purpose he called you through our gospel, so that you may 
obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast 
to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 
  16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good 
work and word. 
 

P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 175 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD 
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 20:27-38 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28 and asked him a 
question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, 
the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29 Now there were seven 
brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third married 
her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the 
resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 
  34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but 
those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead 
neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like 
angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are 
raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but of the 
living, for to him all of them are alive.” 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord.     
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Congregation may be seated. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON (SUNDAY SERVICE) 
 
 
  



7 

 

HYMN OF THE EVENING/DAY: “Christ, the Life of All the Living”; Verses 1 & 2; LBW 97 

 

 
 
THE SERMON: Pr. Teri Sutherlin 
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Please stand as you are able 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
  
P: With our faith in Jesus Christ, let all the people of God confess their faith of the church: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus  
 Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and  
 born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
 buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into  
 heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the  
 living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion  
 of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
P: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

P: Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. (repeat response after each petition) 
 
P:  We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be  
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
 glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
  

Congregation members may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace 
as you are comfortable doing so, saying, “Peace be with you”, or similar words. 

 
 

Congregation may be seated. 
 
 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA THANKOFFERING 
 

Thankofferings are a long-standing custom among Lutheran women. We give in thanksgiving for 
blessings received–and we do receive so many blessings, don’t we? And we are so grateful. That’s 
why we give Thankofferings. 
 The idea of collecting donations in small offering boxes goes back to the very early 1800s, 
when women formed “mite” or “cent” societies to raise money. Mite boxes were given out as 
fundraising tools to collect pennies for the support of church projects and foreign missionaries.  
 These women-led cent societies, platforms for social activism as well as evangelism in the 19th 
century, published their own literature, Bible studies and other materials advocating around issues 
such as child labor, literacy and prison reform. In time, larger missionary and ladies aid societies 
developed out of this work because there was such an overwhelming demand not only for foreign 
missionary support but for support at home. These women’s groups funded needs in their local 
churches as well as local community projects. 
 Thankofferings show gratitude for God’s blessings and give us an important and tangible way to 
express that gratitude. It is a tradition grounded in our celebration of community, of meeting 
together to joyfully give thanks for what God has given us. Thankofferings have always been, and 
still are, our opportunity to say thank you to God in both significant and ordinary moments.  
 Stewardship is not just about providing assistance to others. It is also about provoking others to 
recognize their power to implement change through their offerings. It was this hope of change that 
motivated the women’s cent societies 200 years ago, and it is the same today. Inspired by our 
spiritual foremothers, we continue to see our witness to the gospel, our capacity to serve and our 
community of women grow through our offerings. 
 The blue envelopes in the pews are for the collection of this special offering. All donations 
made to the Women of the ELCA are used to support scholarships, feeding programs, disaster 
relief, and women’s ministries. Thankofferings aren’t just given by women, they are given by all 
people in gratitude to God. 
 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/resources/AllAboutThankofferings.n.pdf
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THE OFFERTORY: “To God Our Thanks We Give”; ELW 682 – TWICE THROUGH 
 

 
 
THE OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them 
with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us 
with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ 
our Savior, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious 

 to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”; Verses 1, 2 & 5; LBW 331 

 
 

Blessing & Sending 

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen us, God the Son save us, and God the  

 Holy Spirit anoint us for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless us ☩ and grant us  

 a faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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ADDITIONAL PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE PRAYER LIST 
  
 
OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Plenty  of directories remain on the table outside the Chapel. Please retrieve your envelope 
as soon as possible, as we will not be mailing them. Thank you so much! 

 
 
CALENDAR 
 
Tues, Nov 16 ...........Russell County Association of Churches Community Thanksgiving Service,  
   7:00 pm, Otterbein Global Methodist Church – special music from Russell  
   Community Choir and St. John Lutheran Agape Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 


