Sunday, November 27, 2022 ~ 10:30 am

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In
today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we
know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day
when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no
more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of
salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day
as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2022 ~ 10:30 AM ORDER OF SERVICE
LITURGY FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C

PRELUDE
COMING TOGETHER AS COMMUNITY
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks
our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the
first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may
be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints
and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our
hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our
Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
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Light the first candle.
ADVENT WREATH HYMN........................ “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”; Verse 1; WOV #630
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Please stand as you are able
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who
is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths. We
prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with
your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of
repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and the
Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
Amen.

THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
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THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
GATHERING HYMN ................................................. “Hark, the Glad Sound!”; Verses 1 & 3; ELW #239

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Congregation may be seated
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THE SHARING IN THE WORD
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 2:1-5
1The

word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall
come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that
he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!
2In

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
A READING FROM PSALM 122
1I

was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
2Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself;
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of Israel, to praise the
name of the LORD.
5For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.
7Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.
8For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good.”
SECOND READING: ROMANS 13:11-14
11Besides

this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Please stand as you are able
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ...................................................................... “Wait for the Lord”; ELW #262

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 24:36-44. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be
left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this:
if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Congregation may be seated
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

~ Page 6 ~

Sunday, November 27, 2022

HYMN OF THE DAY .............................. “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”; Verses 1 & 2; ELW #254

THE SERMON............................................................................................................. Pr. Teri Sutherlin

Please stand as you are able
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
With our faith in Jesus Christ, let all the people of God confess their faith of the church:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.
A brief silence.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. (repeat response after each petition)
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with
the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The congregation members may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace
as you are comfortable doing so, saying, “Peace be with you”, or similar words.
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THE OFFERTORY ............................................................................ “Lord of Light”; Verse 1; ELW #688

THE OFFERING PRAYER
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these
simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need
of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN .............................................. “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”; Verses 1 & 2; ELW #257

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩
bless you now and forever. Amen.
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

- From sundaysandseasons.com.
- Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS024243.
- New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
- Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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CALENDAR
Mon, Nov 28 ......... Prayer Shawl Ministry (10:30 am)
Tues, Nov 29 ........ GivingTuesday (visit givingtuesday.org for more information)
..................... Quilting Ministry (1:30 pm)
Wed, Nov 30 ......... 425 Youth (6:30 pm)
..................... St. John Ringers (6:30 pm)
..................... Agape Choir (7:30 pm)
Sat, Dec 3 ............. Worship in Chapel: Second Sunday of Advent (6:00 pm)
Sun, Dec 4 ............ Worship in Sanctuary with Holy Communion: Second Sunday of Advent (8:15 am)
..................... Sunday School and Confirmation (9:15 am)
..................... Worship in Sanctuary with Holy Communion: Second Sunday of Advent (10:30 am)
..................... Community Choir Rehearsal (1:30 pm)
..................... Community Vespers Service at St. John (3:45 pm)
Thurs, Dec 8 ......... St. John Women of the ELCA (10:00 am)
Sat, Dec 17 ........... Drive-Thru Live Nativity (6:30 - 8:30 pm)

Sun, Dec 18 .......... Children’s Christmas Program
Wed, Dec 21 ......... Longest Night Service (Christmas Healing Service) - time to be determined
Thurs and Fri, Dec 22/23 ........ St. John offices closed to public
Christmas Eve ~ Saturday, December 24 ~ 4:00 pm
Agape Choir and St. John Ringers
Christmas Eve ~ Saturday, December 24 ~ 6:00 pm
Special Music
Christmas Day ~ Sunday, December 25 ~ 10:00 am
Special Music
Mon, Dec 26 ......... St. John offices closed
Fri, Dec 30 ............ St. John offices closed to public
Mon, Jan 2, 2023 ...... St. John offices closed
Sun, Jan 29, 2023..... We Gather As One Service (10:00 am)
......................... Annual Congregational Meeting (immediately following service)
Sunday, November 27, 2022
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cora Nichole Ginther was welcomed into the community of faith on November 26, 2022 at the Saturday
Worship Service. Cora’s baptismal sponsors are Danika Drake and Zach Michel, and her parents are Dalton
and Dani Ginther. Blessings to Cora and family!
St. John Lutheran Church will host the Russell County Association of Churches Vesper Service on Sunday,
December 4. The service will begin at 3:45 pm (originally 4:00 pm). Everyone is invited to participate in the
Community Vesper Choir - rehearsal begins at 1:30 pm in the Sanctuary. For more information, please contact
the office.
Gather the family, load up the car and head to the Russell Livestock Commission parking lot on Saturday,
December 17 between 6:30 and 8:30 pm. The 425 Youth will be presenting a Drive-Thru Live Nativity - as
you drive through, you'll see Advent and Christmas scenes brought to life by the youth (and their animal
friends). A free-will offering will be collected - proceeds will be used to offset costs associated with the 425
Youth trip to Ark Encounter in Kentucky in 2023.
Bible Study with Pastor will be on hiatus through the end of the year and resume in January. Additional details
will be shared when available.
WANTED!
Individuals, couples, or families to help light the Advent candles
during each church service from November 26 through December 18.
It’s quite simple - read a brief passage (provided in advance) and light
one… or two… or three… or four candles!! Please let the office know if
you would like to participate.
You are invited to remember or honor loved ones during the Christmas season by donating a poinsettia
plant or sponsoring a candle to be used to decorate the Sanctuary and Chapel. Poinsettias and candles
may also be presented to the Glory of God. Forms are available on the bulletin board in the main hall and in
the church office. Completed forms must be returned to the office no later than Monday, December 19.
Poinsettias should be delivered no earlier than Thursday, December 22.

ADDITION TO THE PRAYER LIST
Jeff Scarborough (nephew of Darold & Corine Gideon)
GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF
Elsie Beiser
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