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OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday through Friday 
8:00 am to 1:30 pm 

 

Please submit address 
updates to the church 
office. If you would like 
your address removed 
from the mailing list, 
please let us know by 
phone, email or return 
mail. Thank you. 

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT 

From the March 6, 2020 statement by  

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop 
 

 In 1527 the plague returned to Wittenberg, Germany. Two 

hundred years earlier the plague had swept across Europe killing 

up to 40% of the population. Understandably, people were 

anxious and wondered what a safe and faithful response might 

be. In answer to this, Martin Luther wrote "Whether One May Flee 

From a Deadly Plague." In it, he emphasized the duty to care for 

the neighbor, the responsibility of government to protect and 

provide services to its citizens, a caution about recklessness, and 

the importance of science, medicine and common sense. 
 

 Luther recommended that public hospitals be built to 

accommodate those with the plague. He condemned those who 

took unnecessary risks that put themselves and others in danger 

of contagion. Luther also encouraged the use of reason and 

medicine, writing, "God has created medicines and has provided 

us with intelligence to guard and take care of the body. … Use 

medicine; take potions which can help you; fumigate house, yard, 

and street; shun persons and places wherever your neighbor 

does not need your presence". 
 

 We are living in the time of the coronavirus. Luther's counsel, 

based on Scripture, is still sound. Respect the disease. Do not 

take unnecessary risks. Provide for the spiritual and physical 

needs of the neighbor. Make use of medical aid. Care for one 

another, especially the most vulnerable. 
 

 Luther also reminded his people and us that we should trust 

God's faithfulness and promises, particularly the promise eternal 

life. Paul writes: "If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we 

die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 

are the Lord's" (Romans 14:8).  
 

In peace, 

 The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
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 Normally my note for this month would 
be about Easter activities and worship. 
Although Easter worship services will not be 
held in the sanctuary, that does not mean 
there is no Easter. The understanding of the 
early church that still influences liturgical 
churches is that every Sunday is a “little 
Easter”. Even during the Sundays of Lent, 
the church is called to proclaim the 
Resurrected Lord. This gift of Jesus living, 
dying, and resurrecting provides the base of 
our understanding of grace, faith, 
forgiveness, community, compassion, and 
all the inherent implications of knowing and 
serving God. 
 

 Thus, even though we may not gather 
together in the sanctuary, we remain a faith 
community. Our offering of on-line worship 
plus the times we are broadcast on KRSL 
means the proclamation that Jesus is Lord 
continues. This historic time calls for 
unprecedented approaches. Of course, we 
all desire to return to “traditional worship” for 
there is a great value in the personal 
interaction and communal sharing of the 
Eucharist. 
 

 The downturn of oil and the financial 
disruption of COVID-19 has and will 
continue to impact our community and St. 
John for a while. I am sensitive to what is 
happening, but also pray you are aware that 
St. John still needs your support too. For 
those that can give more, it would be 
appreciated. For those hurting and must cut 
back on your giving, we hope you will 
continue to give something and that too is 
appreciated.  
 

 Although the church office will remain 
open, we have taken additional measures to 
protect not only the staff but you as well. 
Yet, we would ask, for the interim, to do as 
much as we can via the telephone, internet, 
or by mail. Watch for messages on the 
“church sign” and for those that utilize social 

media, we will try to keep you updated. We 
do plan to stream the traditional Holy Week 
services. John, Sheryl, the Loflands, and I 
will be brainstorming other ways to serve 
you and to serve our Lord. 
 

 Remember, the great promises of God… 
that we will not be abandoned, that we are 
loved, and that we are his children. More 
than 60 times in the Scriptures, we hear 
from on high “Fear not, for I am with you”. It 
is human to be anxious, to be concerned 
about what may happen to be pragmatic 
and prepare, but as we turn more and more 
over to God and trust God’s promises, we 
need not live in fear but liven in faith. Many 
of you know of this poem: 
 

 “Footprints in the Sand” 
    by Mary Stevenson 
 

 One night I dreamed I was walking along 
the beach with the Lord. Many scenes from 
my life flashed across the sky.  
 

 In each scene I noticed footprints in the 
sand. Sometimes there were two sets of 
footprints, other times there was only one. 
 

 This bothered me because I noticed that 
during the low periods of my life, when I 
was suffering from anguish, sorrow, or 
defeat, I could see only one set of 
footprints, so I said to the Lord, 
 

 “You promised me Lord, that if I followed 
you, you would walk with me always. But I 
have noticed that during the most trying 
periods of my life there has only been one 
set of footprints in the sand. Why, when I 
needed you most, have you not been there 
for me?” 
 

 The Lord replied, “The times when you 
have seen only one set of footprints, my 
child, is when I carried you.” 
 

 I trust we are being carried right now. 
 

   ~ Pastor 

April 2020 

Pastoral Perceptions ~ April 2020 By Pastor Roger Dennis 



April 2020 Page 3 

Upcoming Worship Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday April 4, 10:30 am Worship, Children’s Storytime, Adult Bible Study LIVE STREAMED 
 

  Matthew 21:1-11; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 27:11-54 
 

Maundy Thursday April 9, 7:00 pm Worship LIVE STREAMED 
 

  Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14; Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19;  

  I Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

Good Friday April 10, 12:05 pm Community Good Friday Service LIVE STREAMED and BROADCAST  

  on KRSL 990 AM, KRSL 98.1 FM and NexTech Cable Channel 130 
 

 April 10, 7:00 pm Worship LIVE STREAMED 
 

  Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9,  

  John 18:1-19:42 
 

Easter April 12, 10:30 am Worship LIVE STREAMED and BROADCAST on KRSL 990 AM, KRSL  

  98.1 FM and NexTech Cable Channel 130 
 

  Acts 10:34-43 OR Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;  

  Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10 
 

2nd Sun of Easter April 19, 10:30 am Worship LIVE STREAMED 
 

  Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 15; I Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 
 

3rd Sun of Easter April 26, 10:30 am Worship LIVE STREAMED and BROADCAST on KRSL 990 AM, KRSL  

  98.1 FM and NexTech Cable Channel 130 
 

  Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; I Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13- 

  35 

 

 
 Open stjohnrussell.com 

 Click “Watch us live stream HERE” 

 Click “Go to live service” 

 Click screen with red “LIVE”  box  
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OUR PARISH RECORDS 

Offerings 
 

 March 1 ............... $3,851.00 
 March 8 ................. 2,513.75 
 March 15 ............... 3,434.05 
 March 22 * 
 March 29 * 

Worship Attendance - March 2020  
 

 Date Sat Early Late Total 

 March 1 46 31 86 163 
 March 8 26 27 63 116 
 March 15 20 21 69 110 
 March 22 * 
 March 29 *  

Sunday School Attendance - March 2020  
 

 Date Teachers Visitors Students Total 

 March 1 12 1 40 53 
 March 8 13 0 39 52 
 March 15 **     
 March 22 *  
 March 29 *  

Sunday School Offerings 
 

 March 1 ................. $21.05
 March 8 ................... 24.00 
 March 15 ** 
 March 22 * 
 March 29 * 

 Lenten Services Attendance Offering   

 Ash Wednesday (February 26) 91 $833.00 

 Lenten Service (March 4) 55 322.00 

 Lenten Service (March 11) 47 392.00 

 Lenten Service (March 18) 15 ***   

 Lenten Service (March 25) *    

* In-person Services suspended effective 03/18/20 

** No Sunday School (Spring Break) 

*** Data not available at time of publication 

And the winners are… all of us! 
 

 Given the current circumstances, it was decided to 

end the Lenten food drive effective 03/18/20.  
 

 The 5th and 6th Grade Class were the Sunday 

School Competition winners with FORTY items 

donated!! The congregation won overall, donating 188 

items (the combined Sunday School classes donated 

140 items). 
 

 Big THANKS to Kristy and Emily Mader for compiling the final counts, and delivering 

328 non-perishable food and personal care items to the Russell County Food Pantry!! 
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Thanks and Praise 

From a letter received from Developmental Service of Northwest Kansas, Inc. 
(original letter posted on main bulletin board): 
 

Developmental Services of Northwest Kansas would like to say thank 
you for your recent contribution of $515.16 for the Russell program. … 
Your support and the support of people from across northwest Kansas 
is vital to our success. 

 

  Sincerely, Gerard L. Michaud, President 

Thank you all so much for the support and blanket. It means more than you’ll 
ever know, especially in my time of need. 
 

  Lonnie Whitten 

 
Thank you so much for your contribution to Big Brothers Big Sisters. We are 
so grateful for your support of the program and commitment to helping the 
children in Russell who are in need of positive people in their lives. Thank 
you for helping to impact their futures - for the better! 
 

  Sincerely, Jenny Bates 

Thank you! 

Thank you to all those who helped make the Ash Wednesday Soup Supper 
a huge success!  
 

Those who donated ingredients and helped with monetary donations got 
the ball rolling. Those who assisted in meal preparation and decorated the 
Parish Hall got everything ready to go. Those who helped serve the meal 
and to-go orders smiled and shared in fellowship with “dine-in” guests 
and “carry-out” customers. Those who rolled up their sleeves and cleaned 
up during (and after) made sure we were good stewards of our kitchen. 
 

Most importantly, thank you to everyone who joined us for a meal as we 
began our Lenten journey. Your donations are greatly appreciated by the 
St. John Youth, especially those planning to attend the National Youth 
Gathering in 2021! 

 

  Sincerely, Senior High Youth and Sponsors 
    Middle School Youth and Sponsors 
    2x5s Youth and Sponsors 



Page 6 April 2020 

Please note: St. John Lutheran Church will no longer print birthday and anniversary lists 

in the monthly newsletter. To request a monthly celebration list, contact the church office. 

Lists will be made available to St. John Lutheran members only. 

Prayer for a Pandemic (Cameron Bellm ~ March 9, 2020) 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

 remember those whose lives are at stake. 
 

May we who have no risk factors  

 remember those most vulnerable. 
 

May we who have the luxury of working from home  

 remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 
 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 

 remember those who have no options. 
 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

 remember those that have no safe place to go. 
 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 

 remember those who have no margin at all. 
 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

 remember those who have no home. 
 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 
 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

 let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 
 

   Amen 

NEWSLETTER 

Monday, 

April 20 

 
 
 

Delegates Sought for Synod Assembly 
 

Volunteers are needed to represent St. John Lutheran at the 

Central States Synod Assembly scheduled for June 4-6 in St. Louis, 

Missouri. We have the opportunity to have four voices heard at 

the assembly, two male and two female. To volunteer, or for more 

information, please contact the office or Pastor Dennis. 



 Grace and peace to God our Father and our 

Lord Jesus who is our “Living” Water and Savior! 
 

 This is how I would start my thoughts for the 

Lenten Message for March 25, but this is a 

newsletter article - why would I start in that way? 
 

 My thoughts are that for our Lenten Journey 

we chose to talk about “Faith vs. Fear”, so I say 

this is exactly the correct time! We have been 

thrust into a situation no one could have 

imagined! Almost like some of the apocalyptic 

video games with zombies or nuclear holocausts. 

This Corona Virus (COVID-19) has entirely 

disrupted life as we know it! 
 

 So my question for the week would be: Faith 

vs. Fear - how is God manifested in today’s world 

(or is there really a God)? 
 

 To begin with, if you are reading this, then I 

have no real need to argue theology. Nor can 

anyone else - we have FAITH! Faith in our God is 

the cornerstone of what we believe. God is our 

God and Jesus is our Savior. Period. 
 

 I believe the fear we have is with all of the 

events that happen in the world - especially now 

with the virus. How can we know our faith is not 

idle, or misplaced, or even misguided? 
 

 I would say to look at the story of Abraham 

from start to finish - all of the trials would 

overwhelm me. Or look at Moses coming back 

into Egypt to save the Hebrews. Then look at 

Moses again on the journey that took 40 years - 

Moses led them to the promised land and then 

couldn’t enter! Abraham and Moses had faith - 

faith in a God unseen (except for the burning 

bush and angels in the Abraham story). 
 

 If we face this virus alone, we have slim hope 

of being able to prevail. If you look at it as a 

community, a state, a country, and even as a 

world, we will be able to prevail thanks to the 

many people that will help. And God will help. 

through the spirit and in individuals as they put 

the faith of our Father in our lives. In some ways, 

fear is the feeling of being alone with no one to 

support us. 
  

 Our faith spreads to others if we trust in it and 

God - this is what I believe. It is always in the 

absence of God, that the darkness prevails. It is 

without our sisters and brothers in Christ that we 

will seek darkness! 
 

 Our Light is God through Christ Jesus and 

continues with the Holy Spirit to keep you with 

them in the light. It is our faith in all of this that 

will prevail and allow us to not only overcome 

the virus but will continue to lead us past this life 

to the next one - where we will celebrate in 

Heaven! 
 

 We can turn to the Bible during our journey - 

1 Peter 5:6-10; Romans 8:28-40; and Matthew 

22:37-40. Start here, and keep reading! 
 

 It is our faith that overcomes our fear! As I did 

with my last message, I will leave you with a 

short prayer from the book of Micah 6:8: “He has 

told you, O moral, what is good; and what does 

the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 

love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 

God?”  
 

 Amen. 
 

  ~ PMA Dumler 
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PMA Notes ~ April 2020 By John Dumler, PMA 
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Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT 
to the family and friends of 
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Care Center Residents 

If you (or a family member) would like to be listed in this section of the announcements, 
please contact the church office. No one will be listed without permission. 

Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN 
THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD 
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St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
March 18, 2020 

 
 Voting Members Present: Pastor Roger Dennis, Judy Albrecht, Andrea Krauss, Kristy Mader,  
  Blaine Maier, Nathan Ryan, Richard Sieker, Mary Ulrich 
 Others Present: John Dumler, Carol Fritz, Judy Holmes, Sheryl Krug, Alex Lofland 
  Excused: Kim Stoppel, Gaylon Walter 
 Absent: Jim Dumler, Kameron Schneider 
     

 
 Blaine Maier called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.  
 Pastor Roger Dennis led the Council members in prayer. 
 

 
 Several additions to Agenda Item 5 (New Business) were proposed. It was moved, seconded, and passed 

to approve the amendments as presented. 
 

 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2020 Council Meeting as 

presented. 
 

 
 Andrea Krauss distributed and reviewed the financial reports. It was moved, seconded, and passed to 

approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
 

 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve mileage reimbursement requests from Pastor Dennis and 

PMA Dumler for the month of February 2020.  
 

 
 PMA – John Dumler submitted a written report, noting that Gloria Dei Lucas has suspended  services at 

this time. 
 Youth and Family Ministry - Alex Lofland submitted a written report and provided additional 

information about the Family Night In event, progress on Children’s Church and updates on the National 
Youth Gathering. 

 Education – John Dumler submitted a written report and noted that 2020 Vacation Bible School will be 
held Monday through Friday, August 3-7 with the final program presented at the Saturday service. 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship – Andrea Krauss reported on her recent trip to Ecuador 
with Rotary to distribute clean water kits. She showed a simple cover for the filters that can be sewn 
using any materials and then sent to Ecuador by Rotary. Pastor Dennis agreed to contact the Sewing 
Circle to let them know about this potential ministry. 

 Property -- Nathan Ryan gave an update on the pew upholstery project, elevator repair status and the 
kitchen plumbing project. Nathan noted that the trap that was exposed when the dishwasher was removed 
has been cut and capped, and the problem seems to have been addressed. Nathan received requests from 
members to repair the locks on the main office doors and to remove construction debris from the Secret 
Garden. 

Invocation / Call to Order 

Amendments to Agenda 

Approval of Minutes 

Treasurer’s Report 

Mileage Acceptance 

Standing Committee Reports: written reports are available in the church office 
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 Stewardship/Finance – No report 
 Worship & Music/Technology - No report 
 Youth Groups – Sheryl Krug thanked all those who helped with the Ash Wednesday Soup Supper. 
 Cemetery – Pastor Dennis noted that the 2020 mowing contract had been signed. 
 Pastor Dennis – Pastor Dennis reviewed the recent guidelines presented by the County Health 

Department concerning COVID-19 safety, noting that an announcement was likely to limit the number of 
people in any meeting to no more than 10. 

 

 
 The RCAOC Lay Representative search continues. 
 The Constitution update will be addressed later this spring. 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the Event Planning Form presented in February. 
 Nathan Ryan provided an update on the purchase and installation of the lock box. 

 

 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve Jay Keeler’s request for transfer from St. John Lutheran, 

Russell to Emanuel Lutheran, Hutchinson. 
 Andrea Krauss recommended removing the Mileage Acceptance from the Consent Agenda, as mileage 

reimbursements should be handled like any other bill. It was moved, seconded, and passed that mileage 
reimbursement may be approved for payment by the Council President or Council Vice President and 
submitted to the bookkeeper as a bill. 

 Custodial staff hours were discussed. No action was taken. 
 Administrative staff and office hours were discussed. No action was taken. 
 Pastor Dennis presented a COVID-19 contingency plan for consideration. Based on recommendations 

from county, state, and national health departments, Pastor asked for Council approval to lead one 
worship service (10:30 Sunday) via the internet each week (broadcasting on KRSL/NexTech as 
scheduled). He also recommended that all other in-person activities be suspended (Sunday School, youth 
groups, Bible studies, choir practices, etc.) effective immediately. It was moved, seconded, and passed to 
suspend in-person services, Sunday School, youth activities and other meetings effective immediately and 
until further notice. 

 Andrea Krauss reviewed communion record keeping. No action was taken. 
 It was moved, seconded, and approved to add Alex Lofland to the Mission Investment Fund Youth 

account as an authorized signature.  
 

 

 Council discussed the future of Buttons & Bows Preschool as Rudene Niedenthal has announced her 
retirement effective May 2020. Blaine Maier, Andrea Krauss and Kim Stoppel were asked to serve on a 
committee to move forward with securing a new Preschool Director. 

 

 
 At 6:53 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting be adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Next Executive meeting – Tuesday, April 7, time TBD 
Next Council meeting – Wednesday, April 15, 2020 at 5:15 pm 
 

Respectfully recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder and submitted by Carol Fritz, Church 
Council Secretary 

Unfinished Business 

New Business 

Discussion 

Adjournment 



The 10:30 Worship Services on April12 and 26 will be broadcast on 

KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130. 
 

Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com. 
 

This outreach is made possible by various contributions. 

St. John Lutheran 
425 N. Main St. 

Russell KS 67665 
 

Phone: 785-483-5358 
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 
Website: stjohnrussell.com 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

Pastor Roger Dennis 
 785-445-4140 (h); 785-445-8065 (c) 
 pastor@ruraltel.net 
 

John Dumler, PMA 
 785-483-1382 (c)  
 pma@ruraltel.net 
 

Alex & Audrey Lofland, Youth & Family 
 Ministry Coordinators 
 785-324-0203 (c) 
 stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com  
 

Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper 
 sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net 
 

Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant 
 

Debora Kreutzer, Custodian 
 

Church Council 

 President—Blaine Maier 

 Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Treasurer—Judy Albrecht 

 Education—Kim Stoppel 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish 

  Fellowship—Mary Ulrich 

 Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &  

  Richard Sieker 

 Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader 

 Youth—Kameron Schneider 

 Cemetery—Gaylon Walter 

Please submit address updates 
to the Church Office. 

 

If you would like your address 
removed from the mailing list,  

please let us know by 
phone, email or return mail.
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