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2021 

 
 

In-Person 
Worship 

Has Resumed 
 
 

Masks are required 
for all individuals over 

two years of age 
 

Social distancing 
guidelines will be 

followed 
 

 
Curbside Communion 

is offered Sundays 
from 9:00 to 10:15 am 

at the southeast 
entrance (weather 

permitting) 

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT 

St. John Lutheran Church 
2021 Holy Week and Easter Celebrations 

Maundy Thursday with 
Holy Communion 

 

Thursday, April 1 ~ 7 pm 

Good Friday 
 

Friday, April 2 ~ 7 pm 

Easter with 
Holy Communion 

 

Saturday, April 3 ~ 6 pm 
Chapel 

 
Sunday, April 4 ~ 7 am 

Sunday, April 4 ~ 10:30 am 

Sanctuary 
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Letter to the Congregation 
from Pastor Roger Dennis and Barbara 

March 8, 2021 
 

 
To members and friends of St. John Lutheran, 
 
 Barbara and I, after careful consideration and prayer, have decided it is 
time for both of us to retire and relocate to the east coast. Thus, I have 
submitted my resignation to the congregational council effective with my last 
day as Pastor being 31 July 2021. 
 
 Words can not adequately convey how much Barb and I have enjoyed our 
time in Russell and our partnering with St. John serving our Lord. We have 
been immensely blessed as you have shared both the highs and lows of your 
lives with us. 
 
 As the pandemic comes to an end, it is an appropriate time to consider 
the question what next? For us, we decided that spending as much time as 
possible with family and our grandchildren is a major priority. We have missed 
interacting with family and loved ones as have you. 
 
 The few remaining weeks will fly be quickly. The celebrations of Easter 
and Pentecost, uniquely celebrating two confirmation classes in May as 
COVID denied the opportunity to celebrate in 2020, celebrating with you the 
40th anniversary of my ordination, and, hopefully, celebrating an end of the 
pandemic mandated protocols upon our worship life. Of course, who would 
not want to celebrate another Prairesta? 
 
 We ask for your prayers as this chapter in our lives and yours approaches 
its conclusion. You are definitely in ours. 
 
  Respectfully, 
 
   Pastor Roger Dennis and Barbara 
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Pastoral Perceptions - April 2021 
 

By Pastor Roger Dennis 
 

 Easter is our celebration of God’s great gift of Jesus. The life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus are the preeminent events that define and influence our understanding of a creating 
and loving God. The testimony that Jesus is alive speaks not only to the historical event more 
than 2,000 years ago, but speaks to us daily. 
 
 Although most people are familiar with Martin Luther’s writings (99 thesis) on the 
Reformation, Luther understood that a living Christ bestows daily upon us the righteousness 
of God. Luther saw in St. Paul’s writing that God’s righteousness is humanity’s undeserved gift 
of grace. A living Christ both “justifies and sanctifies” a Christian. Each time one sins one 
separates oneself from God. Luther writes “nothing we can do, nothing that we can say, no 
action, activity, or thought can save us”. Easter is not limited to one festival day, but comes to 
us every time one sins. 
 
 Thus, where we may perceive death, God’s gift of Jesus promises new life. Instead of a 
depressed and dead people, we become a people of hope. We may perceive a path is closed, 
but another path (even two or three) may lead us to even more. A living Christ invites us to 
journey that contains both mystery and assurance. 
 
 May the reality of a living Christ continue to shape our lives together as a people of faith.   
  
      Amen      
          ~ Pastor 

A very special THANK YOU to those who donated an 
Easter lily or sponsored an Easter candle to the Glory 
of God, or in honor a loved one. Your generosity, as 
well as the beauty of the lilies and candles, is greatly 
appreciated by all those in attendance. 
 
Easter lilies may be picked up starting Monday, April 
5 from 8:00 am to 1:30 pm. Lilies remaining after 
1:30 pm, Friday, April 9 will be discarded. 
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First Communion Classes 
 

    Due to COVID, first communion classes were not offered last year. If 
your child is 10 or older and has not taken first communion, Pastor will 
work with families this spring or early summer.   
 Families are encouraged to contact the church office or Pastor if you 
have a child that you want to receive first communion instruction. 
Pastor has in the past offered first communion to classes to children 
under the age of ten but this requires a consultation with parents. 

Confirmation 
 

 The Confirmation Class of 2020 was scheduled to be confirmed in May 
2020, but plans changed and confirmation was postponed. The 
Confirmation Class of 2021 has met this year following all COVID protocols 
and are now ready to celebrate their confirmation. 
 Pastor Dennis will be celebrating a “doubleheader” confirmation 
Sunday at the 10:30 service on May 16. Both classes will be confirmed, but 
separate class photos will be taken. Final details will be shared with 
Confirmands, parents and mentors as soon as they become available. 

Bible Presentation and 
Graduate Recognition 

 

 The St. John Education Committee presents student bibles to 
St. John second graders at the beginning of each Sunday School 
year. Since Easter 2020, Sunday School outreach has continued 
thanks to porch visits, but the Second Grade Bible Presentation 
was postponed… until now!  

 Each spring, the Education Committee also honors those St. John 
youth celebrating graduations - from junior high, high school, or college. 
If you or a loved one is graduating this May, please contact the church 
office as soon as possible.  
 All second grade students, graduates, and their families are invited to 
the 10:30 service on Sunday, May 16. If a second grader or graduate is 
unable to attend this service, please contact the church office as soon as 
possible. 
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PMA Notes ~ April 2021 
 

By John Dumler, PMA 
  

 With many private tears and heartfelt thanks for being our Pastor, we are saying 
our goodbyes till he departs! I am so humbled by what I have gained in both the 
ministry and the friendship. Thank you Pastor- we will miss you! 
 Yes - now a transition will begin! I am known for being sometimes direct and so 
this will be one of those times. We are already advertising about our Back-to-School- 
Giveaway, which is great. What I find challenging is that as St. John is known for 
being the church in the community, and we often find ourselves stepping across that 
line. The Back-to-School Giveaway was greatly missed last year, as it was cancelled 
due to the COVID situation. It is terribly important that St. John step back up and offer 
the program again this year. 
 We are in need of a coordinator for this year’s program... and soon. As of the last 
week in March, no one has stepped up. I believe that many may not have a full 
understanding of the Coordinator responsibilities. 
 Here are the Coordinator’s responsibilities: 
  ~ Line up volunteers to come in and sort/clean clothing (work to be  
   completed BEFORE the giveaway) 
  ~ Line up volunteers for the Back-to-School Giveaway (Thursday, August 12  
   and Friday, August 13) 
     ~ Thursday (10:00 am to 6:00 pm) is the biggest day and in the past,  
      the youth have helped with set-up and working. Recipients on  
      Thursday are limited to 10 items per student. 
     ~ There are no restrictions/limitations on Friday (1:00 pm to 4:00 pm)  
 Again, we  need someone to direct the Giveaway - not do it all by yourself! I bring 
this up as the Giveaway will be hitting after Pastor is gone, and the staff does not 
have the time to coordinate this all. There are NO minimum qualifications for the 
Coordinator! Age is not a factor, as this program was started by a (then) High School 
student, Lacie Langhofer. Lacie served as the Coordinator for years! Thank you, 
Lacie! 
 We want to again help the community. If we don’t have someone step up, this vital 
community program may end. Transition is coming and we need to embrace it to 
flourish here at St. John! 
 My challenge is to please call and volunteer - as Coordinator, as helper, as sorter, 
as flier-hanger, as clean up crew. Everyone can take part in the Giveaway - if not as a 
volunteer, as a donor. Don’t forget to donate gently used and new clothing (Preschool 
through Senior High) as soon as possible. Monetary donations will be used to 
purchase new socks and undergarments for each student. 

 

 Our most gracious and loving Lord we need help to keep our 
community in focus.  Also, help us to be able to share our resources and 
programs as we can for our community and our world as we can. Bring 
us those special people to our aid. In your name we pray. Amen 

   

          John Dumler- PMA 
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2021 Back-To-School Giveaway 
~ Looking for Leadership, Volunteers, Donations ~ 

 

 The St. John Lutheran Church 2021 Back-To-School Giveaway project is in search of 
a Lead Coordinator. Volunteers are also needed to sort clothing as it arrives, set up in the 
Parish Hall, coordinate and help on the giveaway days, and clean up after the event). If 
you are interested in volunteering as the Lead Coordinator or as a helper please contact 
the church office. 
 

 Donations of new or gently worn clothing are welcome in all sizes (preschool through 
senior high) for St. John’s 2021 Back-To-School Giveaway. The Giveaway is open to 
USD 407 students eligible for free/reduced lunches. Students must accompany their 
parent or guardian to select clothing items. A limit of 10 items per student is in place for 
the first day, and there are no limitations on number of items the second day. 
 

 Monetary donations will be used to purchase new socks 
and undergarments for each student (while supplies last), 
as well as a limited number of school supplies for middle 
school and high school students. 
 

 The 2021 Back-To-School Giveaway is scheduled for 
August 12 and 13. 

Taking a Look at History 
During Prairiesta 

 
 There are plenty of reasons to celebrate in 
2021, but few more meaningful (or fun) than 
celebrating Russell’s Sesquicentennial (150th) 
Anniversary during Prairiesta 2021. Priairesta 
festivities have been held every ten years, since 
1941. 
 

 In the past, St. John Lutheran Church has 
participated in Prairiesta in a number of ways 
(historical service, parade entry, fund raising 
opportunities, etc.).  

 

 Are you an “idea generator”? Or a “super planner”? Or ready to “take the reins”? 
Your enthusiasm and skills are needed NOW! 
 

  The St. John Worship & Music Committee is hosting a meeting in early April (time 
and date to be determined). If you are interested in serving on a planning team, or 
would like more information, contact Kristy Mader (785-445-2265) or the church office. 
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~ Meet Us At The Farm!! ~ 
BigHeart Farms Vacation Bible School 
 

 If all goes as planned (fingers crossed), St. John will 
be hosting 2021 Vacation Bible School... in-person, on-
site, face-to-face… AT St. John Lutheran Church!! 
During the first week of August, youth from preschool 
through fifth grade will visit BigHeart Farms - Where 
God’s Fruit Grows! 
 
 A VBS Director or Co-Directors are needed as soon 
as possible. to finish wrapping up details. The Education 
Committee will serve as support for both directors and 
volunteers. 
 
 Volunteers are also needed to assist with a variety of tasks - leading group activities 
(music, crafts, story telling, etc.), preparing and serving meals, assisting with nightly sign 
in, and more. When details are finalized, donations will be needed for meal ingredients 
and craft supplies. 
 
 If you are interested in volunteering or donating, please contact  the church office as 
soon as possible. 

Coming Soon - Lenten Food Drive Final Tally 
 

 The annual Lenten Food Drive started the 
first Sunday in Lent and wrapped up on Palm 
Sunday. During the Food Drive, Sunday 
School students donated non-perishable food 
and personal care items through porch visits, 
or by delivering donations to the church.  
 
 The Sunday School Students challenged 
the congregation to also make donations 
during the Food Drive. The competition was 
neck and neck throughout the Food Drive, 
with all donations placed on the shelves  

above the coat rack in the main hall (divided by Sunday School vs. Congregation, of 
course!). After the final count is tabulated, sorted and checked items will be delivered to 
the Russell County Food Pantry. Donations are needed year-round at the Russell County 
Food Pantry. 
 
 Donations may be dropped off in the wood box outside the church office. Please 
contact the church office to schedule a donation pick up.  
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 The craziness of the last twelve 
months has challenged St. John 
Lutheran Church to provide ministry to 
members in new ways. 
 Curbside Communion began in an 
effort to provide the eucharist to those 
members unable to attend regular  
services. Communion is offered at the 
southeast entrance between regular  

Sunday services (whether in-person or virtual). All social distancing guidelines are followed, 
and communicants are not required to leave the vehicle.  
 As St. John continues to take steps to return to more familiar ways of worship, plans are 
underway for in-person Vacation Bible School as well as in-person Sunday School starting 
this fall. Potential Sunday School traffic flow, ever-changing personal schedules, and 
increased vaccine availability all signal the completion of the Curbside Communion ministry.  
 Curbside Communion will be phased out later this spring, or early this summer. 

 

Scholarship Applications Available Soon 
 

 Through the generosity of the Mail family and the Earlin 
Nuss family, two scholarships are available to students who are 
confirmed members of St. John Lutheran Church, Russell. 
Applicants must be members in good standing according to the 
church by-laws is a member that has communed and given of 
record during the current year or preceding calendar year. 
Special consideration is given to those applicants who have 
been active in the worship life and youth activities of the 
church. 
 Applicants must maintain a passing grade in at least 12 credit hours per semester for the 
prior school year at any college or university, or must be a full-time student at any technical, 
vocational, or trade school. Mai Family Scholarship applicants may receive awards for no more 
than four years, and must apply annually. Earlin Nuss Memorial Scholarship follows the same 
criteria as the Mai Family Scholarship, but will be awarded to one graduating high school senior 
each year. 
 One application may be completed for either (or both) the Mai Family Scholarship or the 
Earlin Nuss Memorial Scholarship. Applications will be available on the St. John website 
(stjohnrussell.com) by mid-April. Completed online applications must be emailed to the church 
office no later than July 1 to be considered for a scholarship. Hard copy applications will also be 
available in the church office and must be completed and returned no later than July 1. 
 Notification of award and amount will be made in writing to each recipient. Awards will be 
presented directly to the educational institution in a single lump sum or in two equal 
installments, as decided upon the by St. John Scholarship Committee. 

Curbside 
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Tech 
Connections 

 
Staying connected, with 
God and one another, is 
vital to our spiritual well-
being. Each week, St. 
John Lutheran Church  

reaches out to members, both near and far, by 
utilizing technology. “Tech connections” come 
with ongoing costs, including platform 
subscriptions, hardware maintenance and repair, 
broadcast fees, and more. 
 
St. John broadcasts the 10:30 Sunday services 
on KRSL 990 AM/98.1 FM and NexTech Cable 
Channel 130. The 8:15 and 10:30 Sunday 
services have been live streamed through 
stjohnrussell.com for some time now. Adding 
Facebook live as an option to view the 10:30 
Sunday services has proved to reach even 
more individuals and families. 
 
In 2021, St. John will be able to utilize the 
ZOOM platform for bible studies, youth group 
meetings, education classes, committee 
meetings, and more. The ZOOM platform allows 
for an interactive experience where everyone 
can see and hear and be seen and heard. 
 
Donations are welcome to help St. John stay 
connected. 

• To sponsor a radio broadcast in honor of, 
or in memory of, a loved one, please 
contact the church office for more 
information. Broadcasts may also be 
sponsored to commemorate a special 
occasion or to the glory of God. 

• Donations for general technology costs 
(platform subscriptions, licensing, 
hardware maintenance and repair, and 
more may be made at any time - please 
indicate “technology” in the memo field of 
your check, or on your offering envelope.  

NEWSLETTER 

Tuesday, 

April 20 

New Opportunities 
Bring Changes 

 
 At the March meeting, the St. John 
Council reviewed a letter from Alex 
and Audrey Lofland. Alex and Audrey 
indicated they have made changes in 
their career path that requires time, 
attention, and energy. The longevity 
of this plan requires them to make 
another, more difficult change.  
 
 The Council accepted the 
resignation of Audrey Lofland as the 
Young Family / Young Adult 
Coordinator effective immediately.  
 
 The Council thanks both Audrey 
and Alex for their time and efforts as 
Audrey served as the Youth & Family 
Ministry Coordinators, and more 
recently as the Young Family / Young 
Adult Coordinator. The Council 
wishes both Audrey and Alex a 
successful transition as they take this 
new journey in their careers.  
 
 Blessings to the Lofland family! 
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OUR PARISH RECORDS 

Worship Attendance  
 

 Date Sat Early Curbside Late Total 
 February 28 ........... 11 ............ 14 ............. 8 ............. 32 ............ 65 
 March 7 .................. 16 ............ 12 ............ 10 ............ 38 ............ 76
 March 14 ................ 17 ............ 18 ............. 6 ............. 27 ............ 68 
 March 21 ................ 15 ............ 20 ............. 9 ............. 35 ............ 79 
 March 28 * 

Offering 
 

 February 28 ...... $4,841.50 
 March 7 ............... 4,213.00 
 March 14 ............. 3,813.10 
 March 21 ............. 5,210.00 
 March 28 * 

Actual Income/Expenses 
Through January 31 

 

 Income ................... $11,477.09 
 Expenses ................. 18,060.05 
  ($6,582.96) 

  * Data not available at 
 time of publication 

Christ in Our Home Devotional Books 
Available Now 

 
The 2021 Second Quarter (April, May, June) Christ in Our Home 
devotional books are available in the Information Centers in the main 
hallway outside the Chapel and in the Main Street Entryway.  
 
This ministry is provided to St. John members at no cost, and regular 
and large print copies are available until supplies run out. If necessary, 
additional copies will be ordered and available in the next delivery. 
 
Please contact the church office if you would like more information 
about supporting this ministry.  



 1 - Meridy Barnes 
  Cathy Brown 
  Eric Marshall 
 2 -  Lindsay Ahlvers 
  Beck Brogden 
  Monte Nuss 
  Darrell Ryan 
 3 - Travis Getty 
  Talisa Page 
 4 - Austin Hurst 
 6 - Sonja Boxwell 
  Meghan Dumler 
  Kelli Johnson 
 7 - Austin Eickhoff 
  Kyleigh Kasper 
  Jacob Parsons 
 8 - Micha Enslow 
  Dustin Funk 
  JoAn Miller 
  Trayson Northcutt 
 9 - Evan Backhus 
  Talyn Froelich 
 10 - Kyle Lampert 
  Barrett Mai 
  Riley Pfannenstiel 
  Kaden Rohr 
  Reata Stoppel 
 11 - Angel Anton 
  Leon Feil 

 12 - Gail Downing 
  Michelle Harrison 
  Jace Hilbrink 
 13 - Chad Counts 
  Jean Mai 
  Brooklyn Sidebottom 
 14 - Dalton Bowsell 
  Bryan Dinkel 
  Pam Gudenkauf 
  Brad Wagner 
 15 - Cathy Boxberger 
  Kyler Hackerott 
  Reagan Schlochtermeier 
 16 - Raelynn Madsen  
  Blake Stoppel 
 18 - Duane Biesterfeld 
 19 - Travis Boxberger 
  Michael Dick 
  Audrey Rynerson 
 20 - Clayton Becker 
  Michael Browne 
  Derrold Deatherage 
  Clayton Hejny 
  Valerie Ryan 
 22 - Joseph Hamel 
  Miranda Marshall 
 23 - Erik Anton 
  Amy Dumler 
  Grace Hamel 

 23 - Lindsey Krug 
  Kurtis Sieker 
  Leonard Steinle 
 24 - Richard Krause 
  Lori Maier 
  Chantal Prester 
  Kale Wann 
 25 - Kim Birky 
  Kenadee Gourley 
  Brock Homeier 
 26 - Britni Brown 
  Danielle Ewers 
 27 - Brooklynn Maier 
  Janelle Michaelis 
  Kayla Noller 
  Maggie Olson 
  Morgan Olson 
 28 - Larry Mravinec 
 29 - Roxanna Becker 
  Dena Contreras 
  Steve Eickhoff 
  Steven Madsen 
  Malcolm Marshall 
  Colleen Teeuwe 
 30 - Samuel Nuss 
  Brady Ruggels 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 1 - Cory & Jennifer Funk 
 8 - Jon & Kim Birky 
 19 - Katrina & Daron Woelk 
 20 - Jim & Joyce Kuntzsch 
 21 - Morris & Barbara Krug 
   Hunter & Kristen Rios 
 22 - Perry & Kris Boxberger 

 24 - Craig & Janae Atkerson 
 25 - Kurt & Lois DeWald 
     Monte & Mary Nuss 
     Benjamin & Audrey Owens 
 26 - Cliff & Beverly Basgall 
     Jacob & Marie Boxberger 
 27 - Daniel & Robin Leiker 
 28 - Joey & Laurie Hendrich 
 29 - Daniel & Linda Krug 
 30 - Travis & Jamie Getty 
      Brady & Kaitlyn Stoppel 

April Anniversaries 

April Birthdays 
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Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 

Page 12 April 2021 



April 2021 Page 13 

Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CARE CENTER RESIDENTS 
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St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
March 18, 2021 

 
 Voting Members Present: Pastor Roger Dennis, Carol Fritz, Judy Holmes, Andrea Krauss, Kristine Mader,  
  Blaine Maier, Kameron Schneider, Kim Stoppel, Gaylon Walter 
 Absent: Jim Dumler 
 Others Present: John Dumler, Sheryl Krug 

     
Invocation / Call to Order 
 Council President Blaine Maier called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm. Pastor Roger Dennis led the 

Council members in a prayer of reflection. 
 
Amendments to Agenda 
 Council President Blaine Maier requested the following additions and modifications to the agenda: 

 5. Unfinished Business; c) Pastor Dennis Vacation Request Modification 
 6. New Business; a) Formal Acceptance of Resignations 
 6. New Business; d) Sound System 
 6. New Business; e) Rotary Flag 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the additions and modifications to the agenda as  
 presented. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the February 18, 2021 Council Meeting as 

presented. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss reviewed income and expenditures through February 28, 2021. It 

was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
 
Communications 
 Pastor Dennis reported Bishop Candea will preside over all three services July 17 and 18, 2021. These 

services will celebrate Pastor Dennis’ 40th Anniversary of Ordination, as well as a Godspeed service for 
Pastor and Barbara. 

 Pastor Dennis noted the Central States Synod Assembly will be a virtual assembly this year. St. John is 
allotted four delegates (two male and two female) as well as the Pastor. 

 
Standing Committee Reports 
 PMA - In addition to his written report PMA John Dumler noted Main Street Manor care center services 

have resumed. 
 Young Family / Young Adult Ministry - No report. 
 Education - Kim Stoppel reviewed the Education Committee meeting held March 8, 2021. The Lenten 

Food Drive has had a good response so far, but is lower than previous years (when Sunday School was 
offered in-person). The next porch visits will include “donkey kits” for preschool through 4th grade 
students. The parade of donkeys will be held at the 10:30 service Sunday, March 28. All students are 
invited to participate. Kim reviewed the plan for Senior Bible presentations, noting seniors from 2020 and 
2021 will receive a Lutheran Study Bible. Kim also noted confirmation will be celebrated at the 10:30 
service Sunday, May 16, with a backup date of May 23. Two classes will be confirmed, including the 
Class of 2020 and the Class of 2021. 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - No report. 
 Property - Gaylon Walter  reported on several ongoing property issues including elevator status, front 

step repair, and parsonage updates and repairs. 
 Stewardship/Finance - Andrea Krauss reviewed the current status of St. John’s PPP Loan.  



April 2021 Page 15 

 Worship & Music/Technology - In addition to her written report Kristy Mader provided an update on 
the recent technology upgrade. 

 Youth Groups - No report. 
 Cemetery - No report. 
 Pastor Dennis - Pastor noted COVID restrictions at hospitals and care centers are starting to ease up. He 

mentioned funerals and commendations postponed by COVID are being scheduled starting in May, and 
baptisms, weddings, and other events are being scheduled through July 31. Pastor also noted the organ 
will be tuned before Easter. 

 
Unfinished Business 
 Council Committees Chair assignments for 2021 include: 

 Education - Kim Stoppel 
 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - Judy Holmes 
 Property - Gaylon Walter 
 Stewardship/Finance - Andrea Krauss 
 Worship & Music/Technology - Kristine Mader 
 Youth - Kameron Schneider 

 (Open Council assignments for 2021 include Council Treasurer and Cemetery Committee Chair) 
 Andrea Krauss reported on the status of the property appraisal, noting the appraisal was complete, but the 

report has not been finalized. She also noted a specialized appraisal may be necessary for the stained 
glass windows to determine an accurate valuation. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the modified vacation request for Pastor Dennis. Pastor 
noted his vacation will start immediately following a wedding on April 17 and will conclude with a 
graveside service on May 1. 

 
New Business  
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to accept the resignation requests of Pastor Roger Dennis (effective 

July 31, 2021) and Young Adult / Young Family Coordinator Audrey Lofland (effective immediately). 
 It was moved, seconded and passed to transfer $100.00 from the Musician Salaries line item to the Agape 

Music line item.  
 Pastor discussed the need for delegates to represent St. John at the upcoming Central States Synod 

Assembly. Andrea Krauss and John Dumler indicated they would be willing to serve as delegates. Two 
additional delegates (one male, one female) will need to be named by the May 1 registration deadline. 

 Issues with the sound system issues were discussed, as there have been some problems with streaming 
and broadcast quality. After a scheduled sound system review, training is planned for ushers and other 
worship assistants. 

 Andrea Krauss noted she had sponsored a flag through Russell Rotary that will be placed on the 
northwest corner during several holidays throughout the year. Rotary members are responsible for placing 
and removing the flag.  

 
Discussion 
 Prairiesta plans were reviewed, including Ad Astra building use and possible St. John participation. 

Volunteers will be asked to attend a planning meeting to be scheduled in early April. 
 
Adjournment 
 At 7:45 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 Next Executive meeting – Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 6:30 pm 
 Next Council meeting – Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 6:30 pm 
 
Respectfully recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder 
Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary. 



The 10:30 Worship Services on April 11 and 25 will be broadcast on 

KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130. 
 

Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com. 
 

This outreach is made possible by various contributions. 

St. John Lutheran 
425 N. Main St. 

Russell KS 67665 
 

Phone: 785-483-5358 
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 
Website: stjohnrussell.com 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

Pastor Roger Dennis 
 785-445-4140 (h); 785-445-8065 (c) 
 pastor@ruraltel.net 
 

John Dumler, PMA 
 785-483-1382 (c)  
 pma@ruraltel.net 
 

Alex & Audrey Lofland, Young Family/  
 Young Adult Coordinators 
 785-324-0203 (c) 
 stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com  
 

Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper 
 sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net 
 

Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant 
 

Debora Kreutzer, Custodian 
 

Church Council 

 President—Blaine Maier 

 Vice President—Andrea Krug-Krauss 

 Secretary—Carol Fritz 

 Treasurer— 

 Education—Kim Stoppel 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish 

  Fellowship—Mary Ulrich 

 Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &  

  Richard Sieker 

 Stewardship/Finance—Andrea-Krug Krauss 

 Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader 

 Youth—Kameron Schneider 

 Cemetery—Gaylon Walter 
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