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Keeping Kids Connected
Pastoral Perceptions - August 2020

REMINDERS
In-Person Worship has
resumed under the following
conditions:
 Masks are required for
those two years of age
and older.
 Social distancing (six feet
separation, etc.) will be
observed during arrival
and exit, and in seating.
 Offering plates will be
present at the Sanctuary
entrance.
 All hymnals, Bibles,
pencil, and pew cards
have been removed
 The altar rail will not be
used during Communion.
Curbside Communion is
offered each Sunday from
8:15 to 10:15 am at the
southeast entrance

(weather permitting).

By Pastor Roger Dennis
During this time, families have an opportunity to
strengthen their faith even though in-person worship is
challenging. St. John, through its porch visits, is a partner
with you. When a parent takes the time to do the projects
and activities with their children, it makes a strong imprint
that faith and being connected with the church is
important.
It will not be the same, but St. John’s education
committee members and VBS volunteers are creatively
working to make virtual Vacation Bible School another tool
for families. I’m not privy to all that is planned (otherwise
how can it be an exciting secret?), but a curbside finale is in
the cards.
Another opportunity is utilizing prayer at meal time and
at bedtime. Who does not enjoy a bedtime story? Open a
Bible and find a short story, particularly the ones where
Jesus invites and blesses children. (Mark 9:36-37, 10:13-16;
(Continued on page 2)
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Matthew 18:2-6, 21:15-16). One can also search the internet and find brief stories of
children and their faith. The church library (in the parish hall) has a number of books
that you can borrow and read to your children.
The effort is touching all ages from our Sunday School children to those approaching
the century mark. From the posts sent to us (and some shared on the church website)
of children enjoying their activities provided in porch visits, and the numerous thank
you notes that St. John has received speaks volumes.
And for the chronologically older children of God, much above applies to you too.
There are devotionals and other materials for adults at the church as well. Keep your
daily disciplines of prayer going as we can all utilize each other’s love and compassion
in this challenging time.
~ Pastor

Thanks and Praise
Joseph Allen Hamel, son of Drew and Erika Hamel, was baptized into
Christ’s family on Friday, July 3. Joseph’s sponsors are Elizabeth Morris
and Taylor Williams.
Colt Gene and Owen Lee Soldan, sons of Rex and Sadee Soldan, were
baptized into Christ’s family on Sunday, July 19 at 5:00 pm. Colt’s
sponsors are Colby Rohleder and Rashelle E. Schlyer. Owen’s sponsors
are Brady and Amber Ruggels.

Matt Mai and Erin Christie were united in marriage
on July 25, 2020 at St. John Lutheran Church. Pastor
Roger Dennis officiated. Blessings to all!
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PMA Notes ~ August 2020
By John Dumler, PMA
Grace and Peace! We have been running down a road of uncertainty, doubt, fear,
anger and sorrow for some time now facing the Covid crisis. I have heard some say
where is the good news now? This is what I want to look at within the context of this
set of “Notes”.
I hold one thing true - we are here, we are in the midst of it all, we are still the body
of Christ! THIS is the Good News! No one can take this Good News from us.
We may choose to close the door, to ignore, to focus on ourselves and the here and
now. But, if we do that we lose. I have felt that loss before - each time I walked away
from knowing I am a child of God. It seemed as I sat and thought of all the bad stuff
happening to me, I had a heard time remembering how fortunate it is to be a Child of
God!
How can this be true? As children of God, we receive many gifts. When we are
baptized by the water we are forgiven, and by that we have the salvation from God. We
become a child of God. We have the gift of eternal life with God, and we are fed and
nurtured by Him and His word. We receive these gifts even in the midst ofo the turmoil
of life.
One Sunday, a parable stuck with me - the parable where Jesus told of the weeds
growing up with the good seed. In the parable, the farmer allowed the weeds to grow
up with the wheat. We know that when the harvest comes, the evil will be separated
from the good.
We are in a time that we can’t change. We may be physically separated from our
family, but we are still a part of the family. Let’s continue to grow in how we live, let us
choose to that which will help keep our family safe. Wearing masks makes a difference we do it! Social distancing works - we do it! We are here to be the family of God - we do
it!
This is a choice to walk the path with Christ, who keeps picking us up when we fall.
Let’s keep going - the rewards will be great!
~ John
August 2020
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Worship Assistants - August, September, October
Thanks to everyone who served as worship assistants during the summer months. If you are
unable to assist on the assigned date, please secure a substitute and notify the church office as soon
as possible.
The Worship and Music Committee is looking for worship assistants at the 10:30 Sunday Services
in September and October. Volunteers are needed to serve as Usher/Guide and Liturgist/Lector. If
you are interested, or need more information, please contact the church office.
Although the 6:00 Saturday and 8:15 Sunday Services do not need Worship Assistants at this
time, volunteers may be needed as dynamics change.
Usher/Guide (10:30 Sunday Services):
August 2 .......Blaine Stoppel
August 9 .......Kristy Mader
August 16 .....Nathan Ryan
August 23 .....Jim Dumler
August 30 .....Carol Fritz
Liturgist/Lector (10:30 Sunday Services):
August 2 .......Kim Stoppel
August 9 .......DJ Klema
August 16 .....Miquala Purscell
August 23 .....Aubrey Larson
August 30 .....DJ Klema

Bulletin Delivery:
August 7 ....... Olson Family
August 14 ..... Allen & Margaret Finkbeiner
August 21 ..... Carol Fritz
August 28 ..... Darold & Corine Gideon
August Altar Guild:
Deb Karst, Chair
Connie Dumler
Courtney Krug
Crecia Reeves
Samantha Schwien

This past spring, fifteen St. John Lutheran Church
families participated in the annual Lift High the Cross
project sponsored by the Russell Knights of Columbus
Council 3034. Through this project, the Knights place a
wooden cross in yards across Russell County during
the Lenten and Easter seasons.
The Knights receive a donation for each cross, and
forward a portion of total donations to the home church
of each donor. Thank you to those families that
participated this year.
For more information on the project, please contact
St. Mary Queen of Angels at 785-483-2871.
Page 4

August 2020

Vacation Bible School 2020
is Coming Soon and Coming to YOU!
This year, Vacation Bible School is coming to YOU! Rather
than meet in person at St. John, materials and activities from
the Great Big Beautiful World program will be delivered to all
St. John Sunday School students (Preschool through 5th Grade
as of May 2020) via porch visits.
Each student received a Student Booklet during the last
porch visit that includes stories, activities, puzzles, and
challenges that follow each day’s theme for Great Big Beautiful
World. Preschoolers received “A Garden of Stories” and
Kindergarten through 5th Grade students received “Creation
Connection”.
During the first week of August, students will receive a VBS kit with a brief summary, a craft
project, and a snack that fits with the lesson for each day. Craft projects may require some help
from a parent or older sibling.






Monday, August 3 - God created a beautiful world (to be delivered Sunday, August 2)
Tuesday, August 4 - God cares for all creation (to be delivered Monday, August 3)
Wednesday, August 5 - We are part of God’s growing kingdom (to be delivered Tuesday,
August 4)
Thursday, August 6 - We can trust in God’s love (to be delivered Wednesday, August 5)
Friday, August 7 - God will make all things new (to be delivered Thursday, August 6)

Please share photos! We’d love to see you working on your craft project, enjoying your snack,
or working on a puzzle from your booklet. Photos may be sent to stjohn@ruraltel.net and may be
included on stjohnrussell.com or in an upcoming newsletter.
The “Curbside Closing Program” will be held on Saturday, August 8 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm.
Families are encouraged to take their turn driving down Artesia (the one-way street between St.
John and the County Courthouse) to receive a variety of special treats, sing a song (or two), and
snap a VBS photo - all from at least 6 feet away! Masks will not be required for individuals staying in
cars, but all VBS helpers will be wearing masks, and those handling food will be wearing gloves. A
portion of the Curbside Closing Program has been underwritten by a grant from Thrivent Financial.
Big bunches of gratitude go out to the St. John Lutheran Church members who volunteered
time (special shout out to the Kit Assembly Crews), donated snack ingredients or craft supplies, or
made monetary donations. The VBS Team and Christian Education Committee greatly appreciate
your support. VBS wouldn’t be possible without YOU!
August 2020
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Heart2Home Projects:
Keeping People Connected
The Heart2Home project encompasses a variety of activities that keep the
St. John Family connected with people of all ages in our church as well as in our
community.







Heart2Home Porch Visits
 Spiritual Nutrition - Weekly porch visits continue to approximately twenty individuals and couples
(following all social distancing guidelines). This “visit” provides nutrition to the soul as well as to the body.
This ministry continues to be well received, with participant and volunteer numbers growing weekly.
 VBS - Porch visits will be utilized to provide all St. John students from pre-school through 5th grade with a
virtual bible school program. Activities and snacks will be delivered for Monday, August 3 through Friday,
August 7. VBS will conclude with a Curbside Closing Program on Saturday, August 8 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm.
 Sunday School - The Education Committee with the full support of the Council has decided to plan for
virtual Sunday School starting with a “porch rally” in late August, followed by bi-weekly porch visits with
materials to coordinate with customized online presentations.
Community and Donor Thank Yous: St. John continues to deliver treats and thank yous to local heroes,
including care center staff, Russell County Health Department, EMS, and more.
Care Center Residents: The Care Center Resident Outreach continues each month, delivering a treat and a
note to each care center resident. All St. John members are encouraged to pick up a “to go” pack of note cards,
and return completed cards to the office.
Intergenerational Pen Pal Project: St. John Youth will be matched with seniors (and nearly seniors) from local
care centers, as well as the St. John congregation. Matches will be made in mid-August and starter kits will be
distributed to all participants soon after.

St. John Lutheran Church is pleased to announce it has received a $2,000 grant from Russell County Area Community
Foundation. These funds were made available for Special COVID-19 related projects and will support the Heart2Home
project. The RCACF Grant will be utilized to purchase materials, supplies, and ingredients used in the Heart2Home
projects. Thrivent Financial grants have also been received to help with expenses related to the VBS and Spiritual
Nutrition projects.
Volunteers are needed as “route drivers” for Sunday School and Spiritual Nutrition porch visits, and to make desserts
for the Spiritual Nutrition project. Donations of pint jars, garden produce, and meat (beef, pork, chicken, or turkey) are
needed to make approximately twenty entrees each week for the Spiritual Nutrition project. If you are able to help in
any way, please contact the church office. Your blessings continue to bless others - thank you for helping St. John stay
connected!

If 1% of the Kansas population
is uncounted in the 2020 Census,
the state of Kansas could miss
receiving approximately $603,990,400
in federal funding over a 10-year period.
Ensure you count,
ensure your community counts,
ensure Kansas Counts
by participating in the 2020 Census!
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St. John Scholarship Awards
2020-2021
Scholarships were awarded to five confirmed members of St. John Lutheran
Church for the 2020-2021 school year.
Rich & Ellen Mai moved to Texas many years ago but before they moved
away from Russell, they donated money to create a trust fund with the intent of using the earnings
from the fund to provide college scholarships for all eligible students in the St. John congregation.
Rich passed away in 2018, but Ellen is still living. Their company, Mai Oil Operations is still active in
oil production in the Russell area and this fund is their way of sharing some of their blessings with
our congregation. Over the past 30 years we have awarded hundreds of scholarship totaling more
than $170,000.
Brad Wagner chairs the St. John scholarship committee, and is assisted by Judy Albrecht, Glenda
Phillips, Margaret Finkbeiner, Rudene Niedenthal and Pastor Dennis. The committee oversees the
invest of the funds, reviews applications and selects recipients.
This year five St. John students were selected as Mai Scholarship recipients. Acknowledgement
letters will be sent to each recipient and each check is sent directly to the colleges.
 Ryan Birky, University of Kansas: School of Pharmacy, Doctorate of Pharmacy
 Katherine M. Krauss, Kansas State University, Animal Sciences and Industry
(Minors in Food Science and Business)
 Jacob Cooper Long, Kansas State University, Music
 Chantel Straub, Fort Hays State University, Political Science
 Chase Woelk, Fort Hays State University, Business Management
Congratulations, and best wishes to these students as they continue to further their education.

Change is the only constant thing
in life, and 2020 has been
constantly changing!




.The 2020 St. John Lutheran Back To
School Clothing Drive has been
cancelled due to safety concerns
for volunteers, students, and families.

s

The 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering has
been rescheduled to July 24-28, 2022
in Minneapolis due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

August 2020
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF

Care Center Residents
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD

God Bless
our Troops
OUR PARISH RECORDS
Offerings

Worship Attendance
Date
June 28
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

Sat
15
12
17
17
14

Early
15
21
20
23
12

Late
18
26
26
35
30

Total
67
59
63
75
56

June 28 .............. $3,371.00
July 5 .................... 5,343.00
July 12 .................. 3,691.00
July 19 .................. 3,700.00
July 26 .................. 2,136.00
Curbside Communion
June 28 ..................... 15
July 5 ........................ 10
July 12 ........................ 3
July 19 ........................ 6
July 26 ........................ 8
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St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting
July 15, 2020
Voting Members Present:
Others Present:
Excused:
Absent:

Pastor Roger Dennis, Judy Albrecht, Carol Fritz, Andrea
Krauss, Kristine Mader, Nathan Ryan, Kim Stoppel
John Dumler, Judy Holmes, Sheryl Krug, Alex Lofland
Blaine Maier, Rich Sieker, Gaylon Walter
Jim Dumler, Kameron Schneider, Mary Ulrich

Invocation / Call to Order
 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm. Pastor Roger
Dennis led the Council members in prayer.

Amendments to Agenda
 Pastor Dennis requested that a Building Use Request by the US Census be added to New
Business. It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the agenda, as amended.
Approval of Minutes
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2020 Council Meeting
as presented.
Communications
 Pastor reviewed an email request from Russell County Area Community Foundation to help
spread the word about the importance of completing the Census.
Treasurer’s Report
 Council Vice President Krauss reviewed the financial reports. It was moved, seconded, and passed
to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.
Standing Committee Reports
 PMA - In addition to the wr itten repor t included in the Council packet, J ohn Dumler
reported that the 2021 National Youth Gathering has officially been postponed until 2022. He also
noted that St. John has been asked to host a Red Cross Blood Drive on November 15.
 Youth and Family Ministry - Written report in Council packet.
 Education - Wr itten repor t in Council packet.
 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - No repor t.
 Property - Nathan Ryan updated the Council on pending projects and announced the next
Property Committee will be held Thursday, July 23.
 Stewardship/Finance - No report.
 Worship & Music/Technology - Kristine Mader reviewed current in-person service attendance
and technology issues that will address internet accessibility throughout the building. Kristine
noted that Cory Funk reviewed the current wireless network infrastructure and recommended
several upgrades at a cost of approximately $2,500. It was moved, seconded, and passed to
approve expenditures as outlined by Cory Funk to upgrade the wireless infrastructure using
technology funds.
 Youth Groups - No report.
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Cemetery - No report.
Pastor Dennis - Pastor Dennis reported that he had officiated at several funerals recently
(graveside and at PVP Mortuary). In addition, several baptisms, a wedding, and a baby shower are
coming up at St. John.

Unfinished Business
 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss led Council members in the first reading of the
Congregational Constitution, pointing out required changes. Items needing Council input were
discussed and Pastor Dennis will incorporate changes before the next Council meeting.
New Business
 PMA Dumler requested St. John cover the tuition for the upcoming PMA continuing education
class in the amount of $80.00. It was moved, seconded, and passed to cover tuition costs for the
July 31-August 1 PMA continuing education class.
 It was agreed by consensus to assist RCACF with Census outreach. Handouts provided by
RCACF will be included in the next Heart2Home Spiritual Nutrition delivery, upcoming bulletins
and newsletters, and on the electronic sign in front of St. John.
 Pastor reviewed the US Census building use request. Pastor noted the current status of in-person
meetings at St. John. It was decided by consensus to decline the US Census building use request
in light of the current pandemic.
Adjournment
 At 7:59 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Executive meeting – Thursday, August 13
Next Council meeting – Wednesday, August 19, 2020 at 5:15 pm
Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary
Recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder
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St. John Lutheran

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

425 N. Main St.
Russell KS 67665

Monday through Friday
8:00 am to 1:30 pm

Phone: 785-483-5358
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net
Website: stjohnrussell.com
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Please submit address updates
to the Church Office.

Pastor Roger Dennis
785-445-4140 (h); 785-445-8065 (c)
pastor@ruraltel.net

If you would like your address
removed from the mailing list,
please let us know by
phone, email or return mail.
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John Dumler, PMA
785-483-1382 (c)
pma@ruraltel.net
Alex & Audrey Lofland, Youth & Family
Ministry Coordinators
785-324-0203 (c)
stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com
Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper
sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net
Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant

Debora Kreutzer, Custodian
Church Council
President—Blaine Maier
Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss
Treasurer—Judy Albrecht
Education—Kim Stoppel
Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish
Fellowship—Mary Ulrich
Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &
Richard Sieker
Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss
Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader
Youth—Kameron Schneider
Cemetery—Gaylon Walter
The 10:30 Worship Services on August 9, 23 and 30 will be broadcast on
KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130.
Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com.

This outreach is made possible by various contributions.

