St. John Lutheran Church
425 N. Main, Russell KS 67665  785-483-5358
Website: stjohnrussell.com  Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net
Find us on Facebook
Pastor: Roger Dennis  PMA: John Dumler
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinators: Alex & Audrey Lofland

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit,
the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT

December
2020

In-Person
Worship
Has Resumed







Masks are required for
all individuals over two
years of age.
Social distancing
guidelines will be
followed.
Please use South Main
Entrance.
Ushers will seat
attendees.

Curbside Communion
continues every Sunday.
Curbside Communion is
offered from 9:00 to 10:15
am at the southeast
entrance (weather
permitting).

Christmas Services
St. John Lutheran will offer five worship opportunities Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day. The pandemic, of course, influences
when and how we celebrate the Lord’s birth this year. Due to
the fluid implications of COVID, what follows may change:
Blue Christmas with Holy Communion
Wednesday, December 16, 2020
5:00 pm
Christmas Eve Services
with Holy Communion
Thursday, December 24, 2020
3:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:00 pm

Christmas Day Service
with Holy Communion
Friday, December 25, 2020
10:00 am

Reservations will be required, and maximum seating capacity at
each service will be limited to 150 individuals. Reservations will
be taken via telephone (785-483-5358) and will be first come,
first served.
Telephone requests outside of office hours will be honored as
the voice mail system utilizes date/time stamps. Requests made
outside of office hours will not be confirmed until the following
business day. If you leave a message requesting reservations,
(Continued on page 2)

Christmas Services, continued from Page 1
please leave your name, number attending, first and second choice of service, and the best number
to reach you to confirm your reservation.
Masks will be required and social distancing will be observed. Entrance into the building will be
through the South Main Street entrance only. People may exit through any door. After each service
begins, the doors will be locked. After services, the sanctuary will be sprayed with disinfectant, and
the South Main entrance will be opened for the next service. Please do not attend any worship
service if you are not feeling well. We will also be in the midst of flu season, and we want to keep
everyone healthy.

We will not be using candles during the singing of Silent Night at the Christmas Eve services. We
encourage people to utilize cell phones or small pen lights in place of candles.
Communion will conclude each service and people will be asked to exit along the side aisles (as we
are currently doing). There will be no distribution of the traditional “goody” bags after the Christmas
Eve services, but bags will be delivered during the final Sunday School porch visit in December.
The 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm, and 7:30 pm Christmas Eve worship services will be streamed live via the
internet. A direct link can be found on the St. John website (stjohnrussell.com).

Please realize we are doing what we can so that in-person worship can be offered. This Christmas
Season will be different. The mood will most likely be more “Silent Night” than “Joy to the World”.
But we can trust that the Spirit will make it what it needs to be.

MARK THE DATES
Thursday, December 10, 5:00 pm - Executive Council
Wednesday, December 16, 5:00 pm - Blue Christmas Service
Wednesday, December 16, 5:15 pm - Council Meeting
Friday, December 18, 1:30 pm - Newsletter deadline, committee report deadline
Thursday, December 31, 5:00 pm - 2020 Contribution deadline
Please note: the Prayer Shawl Ministry will not meet in December
LOOKING AHEAD
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is scheduled for
Sunday, January 17, 2021 (immediately following the 10:30 am service).
Inclement weather date will be Sunday, January 24, 2021.
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Pastoral Perceptions - December 2020
By Pastor Roger Dennis
Few would argue that 2020 has been a tumultuous and challenging year. Lives have
been impacted significantly and, sadly for many, permanently. Planning anything ahead
more than a few days has proven fruitless more times than not. The number of weddings
that have been rescheduled, for example, is more than I can ever recall. (One couple with
whom I have worked finally decided not to set a date after four changes.)
Our faith is centered upon a promise. The cross and resurrection is central to our
understanding of our standing and relationship with a creating, living, and loving God. Our
faith is not magical but involves mystery. Yet in the midst of the mystery there are the
teachings and actions of Jesus that provides insight that can aid our journey in the hoary
realities of everyday life.
The disciplines of prayer, worship, and reading the scriptures aid and strengthen our faith
journey. Without a firm foundation, we can be blown hither and yon by the winds of change
and adversity. If we depart from a life centered upon the promises, then our lives become
guided by the roller coaster of feelings and emotions. Uncertainty begats fear. Fear fuels
actions and attitudes that are neither sustainable nor life giving.
The liturgical seasons of Advent and Christmas are now upon us. Advent is the prelude to
the gift of the Christ. The Advent prophecy lessons speak to the hardships and the
uncertainty the followers of the God of Abraham, Jacob, Moses faced. Lives unsettled and
people scattered. Questions of “where is our God?” and “Why do we suffer so?” heard
frequently. Blame, shame, failure, and people wondering if life had any meaning or value
ran rampant in the perception of an absent and seemingly uncaring God. The worst
dynamic was the perceived silence of God. No voice of a prophet and no words from on
high heard for six hundred years or more. The words of Job (30:26) rang true.
The words of the prophet Isaiah (9:2) and the testimony of Matthew (4:16) speak to the
contrary. God had not abandoned. God did care. God does act. Thus, our faith story
unfolds. Here is a major reason we look to the Christmas message. God’s great gift of
Jesus. A gift that speaks of presence, not presents. A gift that conveys hope, not despair. A
gift that acknowledges the reality of hardship while promises to walk with and ahead of us.
Herein lays the joy of the angels’ chorus.

This year we need to hear the promise truly of a light that breaks out of the darkness, not
only back then, but in the here and now.
Amen.
~ Pastor

The St. John Church Office will be closed
Friday, December 25 and Friday, January 1, 2021.
Enjoy a blessed Christmas and a healthy New Year!
December 2020
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PMA Notes ~ December 2020
By John Dumler, PMA
Grace and Peace to God our Father and Jesus Christ! Amen
We are coming into Advent quickly and by the time you read this we will be in the midst
of the season.
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse
us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all
the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to
welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is
certain and whose day draws near.
That is read at the lighting of the first candle at another church. Our lesson says the
same thing. Be ready, prepare - don’t fall asleep.
Remember this is a time that the Hebrews and Israelites were being occupied and there
seemed to be little hope. They were reminded of the hope! This year the world has faced
COVID-19, with a similar sense of hopelessness. Until recently we were told to be looking at
one, maybe two, more years before a vaccine is available. We faced that this was a killer.
We faced the fact that the use of science wasn’t much help in the fact that since it is based
on data - and we didn’t have enough. So it seemed rules changed regularly.
It was no different in my thoughts than God’s people were facing too. They had been
conquered and enslaved - more than once. These were God’s special people! By this time
they were looking for any “Good” news! Isaiah gave them that! They were waiting for a
Savior! Much like we are waiting for the vaccine for this epidemic. We have some good
news with that as well but with the understanding that it will take time to distribute to the
people!
I related that to our first Gospel - God’s people looked for this “Good News” and will find
it in a baby - not exactly what they were looking for. They wanted someone to smite down
their enemies! What we will find is that this Savior will do so much more for us than
overcoming the enemy!
Our Gospel reveals to us that no one will know when Jesus will come down to “finish”
up. But in Mark he keeps telling us through story and proclamation to be ready! Don’t go to
sleep! Be prepared! So I will finish with that!
We as Christians should always be Christ in the world and so I will say first that our First
Candle is of Hope! Hope in a world of darkness! Hope in a world of pestilence and disease,
of hate and persecution! But most of all this first week we know of the hope of the Savior to
Come! Amen.
~ John
Page 4

December 2020

A Message from the
St. John Lutheran Staff
“The more genuine and the deeper our community
becomes, the more will everything else between us
recede, the more clearly and purely will Jesus Christ
and his work become the one and only thing that is
vital between us. We have one another only through
Christ, but through Christ we do have one another,
wholly, and for all eternity.”


Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Life Together”

The staff at St. John Lutheran Church would like to wish each of you a very
blessed Christmas. As we begin a new church year may we all continue to bring
our gifts, especially ourselves to our Savior. May the Spirit of God fill our souls
with His peace and hope.

Pastor Roger Dennis
Alex and Audrey Lofland
Deb Kreutzer

John Dumler
Shayla Peck
Sheryl Krug

St. John Seeks Philanthropic Fund Nominations
St. John Lutheran Church invests a portion of any significant
gift received by the church into a Philanthropic Fund. Each year
a portion of the income earned by these funds are distributed to
local, area, and national/international non-profit organizations.
Nominations are accepted throughout the year. The St. John
Council narrows nominations to three finalists at the December
Council Meeting. The three finalists are presented to the
congregation at the Annual Meeting in January. Each finalist
receives a portion of the designated funds, proportionally based
on the congregational vote.
No ministry nominee may be named a finalist more than two consecutive years.
Recipients in 2019 were Russell County Food Pantry; Options, Inc.; and Lutheran Disaster
Response. 2020 recipients were Big Brothers Big Sisters; Developmental Services of
Northwest Kansas; and Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Missions.
To nominate a non-profit ministry, please contact Pastor Dennis or the church office.
December 2020
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Poinsettia Plants and Candles
Remembering and Honoring Loved Ones at Christmas
We invite you to remember or honor loved ones during the Christmas
season by donating a poinsettia plant or sponsoring a candle to be used
to decorate the Sanctuary and Chapel. Poinsettias and candles may also
be presented to the Glory of God.
Please complete the enclosed form and return it to the church office no
later than Monday, December 21. Poinsettia plants may be delivered or
brought to the church no earlier than Monday, December 21. Poinsettia
plants may be picked up beginning Monday, December 28. Plants
remaining after January 3, 2021 will be discarded.
Poinsettias will also be delivered to homebound members. Poinsettias for homebound members
may be of any color or size and should be delivered or brought to St. John between Friday,
December 18 and Tuesday, December 22. Heart2Home volunteers will make deliveries between
December 21 and 24. Monetary donations are welcome and will be used to purchase poinsettias
for homebound members.

Annual Committee and Ministry Reports
Written reports for the Annual Book of Reports are to be turned into the church office no later
than 1:30 pm, Friday, December 18.
The following committees and groups should submit reports:
Altar Guild
Buttons and Bows
Cemetery
Christian Education
Congregation President
Evangelism
Finance (Treasurer)
Mai Scholarship

New Mothers Care Team
Parish Fellowship
Parish Ministry Associate
Pastor
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Property
Quilting Ladies (Sewing Circle)
Social Ministry

Stewardship/Finance
Technology
Women of the ELCA
Women of the ELCA Treasurer
Worship & Music
Youth
Youth & Family Ministries Director

We encourage any organization to submit a report, if applicable
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2021 immediately following the 10:30 am service. Inclement weather date will be January 24, 2021.
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Response Requested to Stewardship Letters
Stewardship letters have been mailed to all members of St. John. As you
complete your Stewardship Commitment and Time and Talent Sheet, please
reflect upon the many ways God has provided gifts to you, and prayerfully
offer up your gifts to God.
Once complete, the Stewardship Commitment and Time and Talent Sheets
may be returned to the church office or dropped in the offering plate at any
service. Your responses allow St. John to fulfill the ministries of the Church and plan for the
upcoming year. The St. John Church Council greatly appreciates your faithfulness and willingness to
serve.

If you did not receive a stewardship letter, please contact the church office as soon as possible.

2020 Contributions and Statements
Please note, when making last minute contributions for 2020, the church books will close at 5:00 pm
on Thursday, December 31. Any contributions to be counted towards 2019 must be in the church
office no later than 5:00 pm on Monday, January 4, 2021.
St. John Lutheran Church will print 2020 Contribution Statements upon request. If you wish to receive your statement of giving, please contact the church office, and your statement will be printed
and available to pick up in the church office by mid-January. Contribution statements may also be
emailed upon request.
For more information, please contact Pastor Dennis or the church office.

The 2021 Offering Envelopes will be available for pick up starting Saturday,
December 12. Envelopes will be placed on tables in front of the Chapel,
and will be alphabetized by last name. If your confirmed child currently
receives envelopes, these will be directly behind the parents’ envelopes.
Envelopes are bulk ordered in numerical order, and no number may be
skipped. If you would rather not receive offering envelopes, please contact
the church office to be assigned a “no-envelope” number. “No-envelope”
numbers will be assigned from 900 to 1000 (as available).
Sunday School students will continue to use bulk youth envelopes. If your
student needs additional envelopes, please contact the church office.
December 2020
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St. John Lutheran Church

Blue Christmas Service
5:00 pm, Wednesday, December 16

Heart2Home
Outreach Projects
The Heart2Home Outreach Project will
be making several deliveries before the
end of the year.
Care Center residents and staff will be
remembered with ornaments and
cards, and Heart2Home Spiritual
Nutrition participants will be receiving
small poinsettia plants and cards.

Blue? Yes, as in “the blues”. Not everyone is upbeat and
cheery during the Christmas season. Dealing with the
death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or
separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with
cancer or some other disease that puts a question mark
over the future - these are just some of the situations
that make parties and joviality painful for many people in
our congregations and communities. There is a growing
awareness of the needs of people who are blue at
Christmas.
St. John will offer a Blue Christmas Service on
Wednesday, December 16 at 5:00 pm. This service will be
reflective and hold out healing and hope. The date is
near the traditional feast day for Saint Thomas the
Apostle, connecting Thomas’ struggle to believe the tale
of Jesus’ resurrection, the long nights just before
Christmas, and the struggle with darkness and grief faced
by many.
During Advent, members of St. John and the community
are invited to place names of persons they miss or those
they would like to lift up in prayer on the altar. Pencils,
pens and note cards will be available in the usher’s room
and in the church office.
Invite your friends and family to attend this worship
opportunity celebrating God’s light breaking into the
darkness.
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All congregation members are invited
to sign Christmas cards or write notes
to accompany the deliveries. Cards are
available in the church office, or use
cards you have on hand. Please return
signed cards to the church office (or
place them in the offering plate) no
later than Sunday, December 20.

NEWSLETTER

Friday,
December 18
December 2020

December Birthdays
1-

2-

3-

456-

7-

89-

10 -

Blaine Maier
Emily Olson
Alexis Overmiller
Gloria Waymaster
Terry Crenshaw
Peyton Pfannenstiel
Mary Reinhardt
Deana Strobel
Dennis Dumler
Jeralyn Jefferson
Bonnie Schwien
Tara Suchy
Tyler Boxberger
Trey Ehrlich
Debora Kreutzer
Terri Walker
Karleen Wolf
Nadene Albrecht
Rush Brown
Micah Doctor
Robert Olson
Gretchen Boxberger
Kit Jones
Chris Newton
Bob Piatt
Derrek Williams
Charlie Krug
Garret Stoppel
Deslynn Tilton
Stephan Baldwin
Kassandra Brooks
JoAnn Browne
Harper Ryan
Shelia Ellis
Larry Elsasser

10 - Bobby Homeier
Rick Kilian
Brittany Michaelis
Tiffany Standley
Doug Ulrich
12 - Glenn Gideon
Karissa Ginther
Adam Neal
Andrea Ruggels
13 - Dave Funk
Mary Ann Hogan
Wesley Johnson
Brandon Nuss
Evan Surber
14 - Sandy Hamilton
15 - Laura Langhofer
16 - Arden Jennings
Brent Nondorf
Dan Parkhurst
17 - Jesse Thomas
18 - Michael Brady
Jillian Browne
Glenn Keil
Diane L. Mai
Thomas Standley
Mark Wann
20 - Adrion Ehrlich
Kent Michael
21 - Kenneth Bangert
Paul Davis
Sheryl Krug
Jim Mighell
Camden Rainey
22 - Raven Enslow
Ona Florian

22 -

23 -

24 -

25 -

26 -

27 -

28 -

29 30 -

Reed Harrison
Turner Rios
Keith Howe
Sandra Krug
Donald Boxberger
Aaron Dennis
Kurt DeWald
Brett Pohlman
Carolian Karst
Holly Steele

Jesus, Son of Mary
and Joseph
Andrea Cross
Katy Nuss
Janella Eck
William Dale Horn
Kory Kilian
Holly Lueth
Robert C. Albrecht
Steve Deines
DJ Klema
Evelyn Moreland
Sara Beth Branum
Eva Downing
Glenn Ginther
Tammy Nuss
Jake Towery
Thomas Mai
Crystal McAdoo
Tytin Bay
Braden Mai
Solomon Moreland
Bonnie Schatz
Brent Stratton

December Anniversaries
6923 29 December 2020

Willy & Laura Ehrlich
Brent & Jinny Pfannenstiel
Gary & Diane Kilian
Steve & Pam Eickhoff

30 - Jim & Mary Dumler
Brent & Kristie Homeier
31 - Sammy & Cheryl Kilian
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF

Care Center Residents
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD

God Bless
our Troops
OUR PARISH RECORDS
Worship Attendance
Date
November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22
November 29

Sat
Early
Late
Total
(no in-person services)
11
24
28
63
11
14
18
43
10
14
20
44
14
15
21
50

Curbside Communion
November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22
November 29
December 2020

29
14
13
13
5

Offerings
November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22
Thanksgiving
November 29

$2,572.00
4,225.00
2,070.00
2,935.00
150.00
4,457.00

Actual Income/Expenses
Thru October 31
Income
Expenses

$207,422.93
$192,086.87
$15,336.06
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St. John Lutheran

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

425 N. Main St.
Russell KS 67665

Monday through Friday
8:00 am to 1:30 pm

Phone: 785-483-5358
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net
Website: stjohnrussell.com
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Please submit address updates
to the Church Office.

Pastor Roger Dennis
785-445-4140 (h); 785-445-8065 (c)
pastor@ruraltel.net

If you would like your address
removed from the mailing list,
please let us know by
phone, email or return mail.

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Russell, Kansas
PERMIT NO. 11
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

John Dumler, PMA
785-483-1382 (c)
pma@ruraltel.net
Alex & Audrey Lofland, Youth & Family
Ministry Coordinators
785-324-0203 (c)
stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com
Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper
sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net
Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant
Debora Kreutzer, Custodian
Church Council
President—Blaine Maier
Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss
Secretary—Carol Fritz
Treasurer—Judy Albrecht
Education—Kim Stoppel
Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish
Fellowship—Mary Ulrich
Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &
Richard Sieker
Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss
Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader
Youth—Kameron Schneider
Cemetery—Gaylon Walter
The 10:30 Worship Services on December 13 and 27 will be broadcast on
KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130.
Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com.

This outreach is made possible by various contributions.

