St. John Lutheran Church
425 N. Main, Russell KS 67665  785-483-5358
Website: stjohnrussell.com  Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net
Find us on Facebook
Pastor: Roger Dennis  PMA: John Dumler
Young Family / Young Adult Coordinators: Alex & Audrey Lofland

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit,
the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT
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Lenten Season Services
St. John Lutheran Church will begin the season of Lent on Ash
Wednesday and conclude on Easter Sunday.
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•

•
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Masks are required for
all individuals over two
years of age.
Social distancing
guidelines will be
followed.
Please use South Main
Entrance.
Ushers will seat
attendees.

Curbside Communion
continues every Sunday.
Curbside Communion is
offered from 9:00 to 10:15
am at the southeast
entrance (weather
permitting).

The Ash Wednesday service (with Imposi!on of Ashes and Holy
Communion) will be held on Wednesday, February 17 at 7:00
pm. The Imposi!on of Ashes will be modiﬁed to meet current
health guidelines.
There will be no Ash Wednesday Soup Supper (in-person or pick
up) this year. This tradi!on is part of many congrega!on
member’s Lenten journey, but St. John is erring on the side of
cau!on.
St. John will be oﬀering in-person mid-week Lenten Services at
7:00 pm Wednesdays (February 24 through March 24). Lenten
Services will explore the theme Praccing the Disciplines of Lent.
All Lenten services will be streamed.
The Russell County Associa!on of Churches will not be hos!ng
Lenten Lunches on Wednesdays. The RCAOC will present a
(Connued on page 2)

Lenten Season Services, cont. from Page 1

Lenten Meditaon each week on KRSL 990 AM and 98.1 FM. Details and schedules are being
ﬁnalized and will be passed on as soon as possible - check weekly bulle!ns, stjohnrussell.com and
Facebook.
Maundy Thursday with (Holy Communion) will be observed in-person Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 pm.
Good Friday will be observed in-person Friday, April 2 at 7:00 pm.
All in-person services at St. John Lutheran Church require masks for all individuals over two years of
age and social distancing will be observed.
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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

4

Fri

5

Sat

6

6:30 Altar Guild Mtg

7

8

9

10

8:15 - Worship (Communion)
9-10:15 - Curbside Communion
10:30 - Worship (Communion)

14

8:15 - Worship (Communion)
9-10:15 - Curbside Communion
10:30 - Worship (Communion)

28
8:15 - Worship
9-10:15 - Curbside Communion
10:30 - Worship (KRSL)
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11

12

13

6:30 - Executive
Committee Mtg

15

16

17

18

7 pm - Ash Wednesday 6:30 - Council Mtg
Service (Imposition
of Ashes and Holy
Communion)

8:15 - Worship
9-10:15 - Curbside Communion
10:30 - Worship (KRSL)

21

6 pm - Worship

22

23

24
7 pm - Lenten Service

25

6 pm - Worship
(Communion)

19

20
6 pm - Worship

MARCH
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

26

27
6 pm - Worship
(Communion)

8:15 Sunday Services are streamed on stjohnrussell.com
10:30 Sunday Services are streamed on stjohnrussell.com and Facebook
10:30 Sunday Services are broadcast on KRSL 990 AM, 98.1 FM, and
NexTech Cable Channel 130 on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays
February 2021

Pastoral Perceptions - February 2021
By Pastor Roger Dennis
Ash Wednesday comes early this year. Lent is the period of 40 days which comes
before Easter in the Christian calendar. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season
of reflection and preparation before the celebrations of Easter. By observing the 40
days of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ’s sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert
for 40 days.
John and I will explore the disciplines of Lent both on weekend worship services and
the special Lenten worship services on Wednesday evenings. Fasting, prayer,
almsgiving, scripture study, and renewal of worship were among the early Christian
practices.
Throughout the centuries, people have been warned against moving too quickly by
men and women steeped in wisdom. Technology has ushered into our lives more
possibilities than may have once been imagined. At the same time, technology offers
many temptations that distract, distance, and isolate us.
“There are many different techniques and forms of meditation. The common element
among these techniques is that the person takes time out from the daily pace of life to
close their eyes and reflect on thoughts or images that create internal feeling of peace
and relaxation,” wrote Tim McCarthy in Engineering Your Future.
In one sense, making and taking time for worship, be it in person of following on
social media, is a way of closing our eyes, shutting out the multiple voices clamoring for
our attention and listening to the still voice that created life.
May your 2021 Lenten journey be a time of renewal, remembrance, discovery, and
affirmation.
Amen.
~ Pastor

The tradi!onal
St. John Lutheran Church Lenten Food Drive
WILL happen… somehow, someway,
but DEFINITELY during Lent!!
Details will be shared as soon as they are ﬁnalized.
Watch stjohnrussell.com and Facebook for updates!
February 2021
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PMA Notes ~ February 2021
By John Dumler, PMA
What a month - the community backpack program resumed for the USD 407 Spring
Semester, pulpit supply was filled for several area churches, and I was honored to lead
several St. John services as well as presenting the homily at other St. John services.
Today, I want to talk about loss a little - I was honored and privileged to officiate at a
recent funeral. As I prepared, I was reminded that we have only a little (undetermined)
time here on this earth. I know that only with the help of God and faith I am able to help
in this world, as some evangelists would, help others “Come to Jesus”. We will help as
we can, and serve as we are able, and through “example” we will do more to proclaim
the word. I appreciate the daily opportunities to serve and am so humbled that St. John
supports needs as that.
I would like to life up the Heart2Home project once more as to what great ways to
serve our community! To all that help and give to this great program you all are my
heroes and that helps me focus on what it means to be an active child of God! Also, this
great program can always us help in some way.
I would also that our St. John Offering Counters that have devoted years to making
sure our offerings were counted and tally sheets were correct every week. Thank you!
After all those years, our dedicated ladies are relinquishing this duty. I would challenge
others that have the time to help to assist as an Offering Counter. Schedules are
flexible, and counters may work during the day or after business hours. Please, call the
church office if you are interested in volunteering or have additional questions.
I know my Newsletter Notes are usually devotion leaning, and it still is! We are
God’s children; if there is a need we, out of love, come to fill it!
Reflecting once again on the recent funeral, I am including the last paragraph of the
back page of the funeral folder:
I am what I always was on earth - nothing without my Lord!
This is what I leave to you all! So, to my family and friends
I loved you with all I had! Pass that on to others! As I know
Jesus loved me I wish for you all to love everyone too! I will
see you all from where I will be and look forward to the day
we all will be with each other!
Just remember - love all colors of this world. I wore my shirts to remind us all that
we are in a beautiful world of amazing color! Look for it - you will find it!
Go CHIEFS!
~ John
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2020 Philanthropic Funds Awarded
At the Annual Congrega!onal Mee!ng in January, each vo!ng member voted for one of the
three organiza!ons nominated to receive a por!on of the 2020 Philanthropic Fund. Funds are
distributed on a propor!onal basis reﬂec!ng the vote results. No one ministry will receive
more than 75% of the available funds and no ministry will receive less than 10% of the
available funds. Based on congrega!onal vote, the 2020 Philanthropic Fund, totaling $1,283.96
was awarded as follows:
Russell County 4-H Development Fund ............................... $962.97
St. Paul Lutheran Church (Lake Charles, Louisiana) ............. $192.59
Oaks Indian Mission (Oaks, Oklahoma) ............................... $128.40
St. John Lutheran Church invests a por!on of any signiﬁcant giI received by the church into the
Philanthropic Fund. Each year a por!on of the income earned by these funds is distributed to
local, area, and na!onal/interna!onal non-proﬁt organiza!ons.
A ministry may only be nominated two consecu!ve years. Ministries may be nominated
throughout the year by contac!ng the church oﬃce or a council member. The St. John Council
selects three ﬁnalists in December. Finalists are presented to the congrega!on at the Annual
Congrega!onal Mee!ng.

Scholarship Reminders
The Russell County Area Community Foundation is accepting
scholarship applications for the 2021-2022 school year until
February 15, 2021. More than $350,000 is available to students
in the Russell County area through the foundation's eleven
scholarship funds.
All scholarship applications must be submitted through the foundation's online scholarship
portal by February 15, 2021. Scholarships will be awarded by mid-April. Application portal
and scholarship guidelines can be found at www.rcacf.net/scholarships.
For more information, please contact Jessica Fuller, grants and scholarships coordinator, at
785-823-1800.
Applications for the Mai Family Scholarship and Earlin Nuss Memorial Scholarship
(awarded through St. John Lutheran Church) will be available by March 31 and completed
applications are due in the church office no later than July 1, 2021.

February 2021
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Ministry to Focus on
Young Adults and Young Families
The congregational council narrowed the
emphasis and renamed the former part-time
position of Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator
at the December council meeting. Effective
January 1, the new position will also be parttime, but now known as the Young Adult/Young
Family Ministry Coordinator. The position will
continue to be filled by Audrey Lofland.
The council noted that our youth program
ministry, despite the pandemic, has been
creatively able to maintain contact with children
through porch visits and other efforts. Thus, the
congregational council wanted to focus more on
our young adult members, married or single,
and families with young children.

Dear Church Mouse,
Some!mes, when we call the church oﬃce, it rings
FOREVER before someone answers. Is everyone hiding
from us??
Sincerely, Ringing and Wondering

Dear Ringing and Wondering,
I promise - no one is hiding! But your ques!on was
deﬁnitely worth inves!ga!ng!
AIer some experimenta!on, I discovered that when the phone rings at St. John, you may have
heard up to FOUR rings on your end of the call before it rings at the church. So don’t give up too
soon - the phones may not have even started to ring at St. John!
Some!mes staﬀ is away from the oﬃce - taking bulle!ns and music to the sanctuary and
chapel, delivering messages to the preschool, gathering informa!on from the usher’s room, running
to the post oﬃce or oﬃce supply store. No maOer what, keep calling! It’s important to stay
connected!
Sincerely, Church Mouse
P.S. You may no!ce I’ve been quiet lately, but quaran!ne requirements are much more strict for
mice! I’m back on the job and keeping an eye on things, so if there’s a topic you would like me
to inves!gate, please contact the oﬃce Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 1:30 pm.
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Technology Keeps Us Connected
Staying connected, with God and one another, is vital to
our spiritual well-being. In-person services have resumed,
but some members are not able to attend due to illness or
adverse weather. Each week, St. John Lutheran Church
reaches out to members by utilizing technology. Some of
these connections have been used by St. John for some
time, and others are new to St. John.
St. John continues to broadcast the 10:30 Sunday
services on KRSL 990 AM/98.1 FM and NexTech Cable
Channel 130. The 8:15 and 10:30 services have been live
streamed through stjohnrussell.com for some time now.
Adding Facebook live as an option to view the 10:30
Sunday services has proved to reach even more
individuals and families.
In 2021, St. John will begin to utilize the ZOOM platform for bible studies, youth group
meetings, education classes, committee meetings, and more. The ZOOM platform allows
for an interactive experience where everyone can see and hear and be seen and heard.
Each “tech connection” comes with ongoing costs, including platform subscriptions,
hardware maintenance, broadcast fees, and more. Donations are welcome to help St. John
stay connected. General technology donations may be made at any time - please indicate
“technology” in the memo field of your check, or on your offering envelope. To sponsor a
radio broadcast in honor of, or in memory of, a loved one, please contact the church office
for more information.

Volunteers Needed!
•

•

•

The Stewardship/Finance Committee is seeking volunteers to
serve as Offering Counters. Counters meet weekly to count
and tally offering (no data entry required). Counters may meet
during the day, or after business hours. For more information
contact the church office.
The Property Committee is looking for volunteers to assist
with snow removal this winter. A master list of volunteers will
be compiled, and volunteers will be contacted as needed.
Clear and dry sidewalks will help ensure the safety of our
church family and others in the community. Please contact the
church office if you are willing to lend a hand… and a shovel!
The Worship and Music Committee is searching for Worship Assistants for upcoming
regular and special services: Accompanist, Lector/Reader, Liturgist/Song Leader,
Usher/Greeter. Please contact the church office to be added to the schedule.

February 2021
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OUR PARISH RECORDS
W

A112

Date

Sat

Early

Curbside

Late

Total

January 3 ............... 16 ............ 15 ............. 8 ............. 34 ............ 73
January 10 ............. 11............. 17 ............. 7 ............. 26 ............ 61
January 17 ............. 12 ............ 16 ............. 4 ............. 23 ............ 55
January 24 ............. 10 ............ 12 ............. 5 ............. 46 ............ 73
January 31*
O33 4
January 3 .............. $3,535.00
January 10 .............. 2,455.00
January 17 .............. 1,440.00
January 24*
January 31*

* Data not available
at time of publication

Thank you!

A215 I2/E7 
T 4 D2: 31
Income................................................. $240,582.59
Expenses .............................................. 233,776.86
Net Income before Gains ....................... $6,805.73
Unrealized Gain on Investment ........... $16,706.76
PPP Loan ................................................ 30,892.00
Net Income ............................................ $54,404.49

Brainstorms in the Forecast
Due to COVID restric!ons, the
tradi!onal St. John Back-to-School
Giveaway was not held in 2020. This
ministry was greatly missed by USD 407
families with students from Pre-K
through High School.
St. John hopes to oﬀer the Back-to-School Giveaway in
2021, but needs ideas to successfully collect and distribute
gently used clothing. If you would like to assist with this
valuable ministry, please contact the church oﬃce.
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Friday,
February 19
February 2021

February Birthdays
1-

Paul Lampert
Tyler Myers
Margaret Walter
2 - Camden Backhus
Elsie Mai
Andrea Moreland
Richard Wolf
3 - Barbara A. Krug
Steven Krug
4 - Bryson Feil
Payton Stoppel
Taylor Williams
5 - Randa Ehrlich
Roger Flegler
Angela Meyer
Mikayla Pitcock
6 - Lisa McEvoy
7 - Vickie Counts
Richard Creed
Mona Grady
Tristin Kinderknect
Abigail Patterson
Brandon Seirer
8 - Rita Forsythe
Ashley Pohlman
Ginger Tittel
Micky Zorn
9 - Janet Fink
Erika Hamel
Ryan Miller
10 - Steve Berry
Alex Laurie
Carter Rynerson
Crystal Wasinger

11 - Connie Dumler
Wayne Krug
James Tittel
Sid Vetter
12 - Bonita Elsasser
Brayden Ford
Vickie Hill
Dominic Nichol
13 - Cole Anschutz
Colten Gideon
Samuel Kilian
Dwayne Reynolds
14 - Joshua Madsen
Layton Ruggels
15 - Kollins Dumler
Patricia Stinchcomb
16 - Gregory Mai
Kori Sellens
17 - Erica Feil
JR Modlin
Frank Peirano
Tammy Weigel
18 - Jason Dumler
Jody Dumler
William Kilian
Tom Moore
Braelyn Seltzer
19 - Dean Meier
Diane Waymaster
20 - Bonnetta Buehler
Robin Kilian
Brad Prester
Beth Walizer

23 - Jadyn Brown
Jake Betts
Jaryn Brown
Lucas Dennis
24 - LaVerne Dietz
Allan Lytton
David Seltzer
Gladys Standley
Briar Ulrich
25 - Connie Krug
Aaron Steinert
26 - David Brandenburg
Lakyn Jordan
Rayna Tonne
Marie Towery
27 - Jacob Brandenburg
Kelby Brown
Kalena Coleman
Brent Homeier
JoAnn Kilian
Courtney Krug
D. Carter McCann
28 - Ron Bennett
Twyla Ehrlich
Mary Nuss
Audrey Owens
Joan Waymaster

February Anniversaries
4 - Jerry & Jan Deines
Kyle & Susan Lorenc
Leonard & Ruth Steinle
7 - John & Debbie Dumler
11 - Jeff & Janelle Michaelis
February 2021

18 - Dean & Ruth Keil
Steve & Melinda Wells
24 - Steve & Sandy Berry
26 - David & Kaycee Enslow
27 - Lonnie & Donna Super
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Sunday School and Youth
Sunday School Porch Visits will continue this Spring,
once again utilizing the Faithweaver curriculum. St. John
Sunday School students (Pre-K through 6th Grade)
should watch their front doors and porches for the
BRIGHT green bags every other Friday (or Saturday).
• Janella Eck (Pre-K/Kindergarten) and Audrey Lofland
(1st/2nd Grade) will take turns preparing and presenting
curriculum materials and videos for Pre-K through 2nd
Grade.
• Brooke Olson (3rd/4th Grade) and Kim Stoppel (5th/6th
Grade) will take turns preparing and presenting 3rd
through 6th Grade curriculum materials and videos.
This year, the traditional Lenten Food Drive will be a Porch Drive with pickups
February 19 or 20, March 5 or 6, and March 19 or 20. Students are encouraged to
place non-perishable food or personal care items in the BRIGHT green bags and
leave them on the porch. Bags will be picked up at the next Porch Visit. Lenten Food
Drive donations may also be made in the church office.
A modified Bible Presentation for 2nd Graders is being planned for this spring - watch
for details coming soon!
Confirmation is being planned for two classes in late spring or early summer the 2020 class (postponed due to COVID restrictions) and the current 2021 class.
Details will be shared with students and parents as soon as possible.
2021 Vacation Bible School is tentatively scheduled for the first week of August.
The Education Committee is researching a curriculum that can be modified for virtual
or in-person VBS. If you would like to help plan, prepare, or present VBS, please
contact the church office.
•

•

•
•

•

Ringers and Singers
Staying Connected
Juanita Flegler and Ruth Keil, directors of the St. John Ringers
and Agape Choir, want all choir members and accompanists to
know they continue to be in the prayers of the directors and the
congregation.
Whether faced with family or personal illness, or loss of loved
ones, choir members have faced difficult times over the last
several months. These individuals have been remembered by
their fellow choir members with a floral arrangement or plant.
Since choir rehearsals and Sunday presentations are still
suspended, the “choir flower fund” collection has fallen behind. Choir members are
encouraged to make a donation of any amount to the choir flower fund. For more
information, please contact the church office.
Page 10
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Spiritual Nutrition Deliveries the HEART of Heart2Home
The Heart2Home project was designed to address the
wide variety of issues created by the COVID pandemic.
Our “traditional” homebound members faced hunger,
loneliness, fear, and more related to escalated isolation
requirements
The Spiritual Nutrition porch visits started with members on our Home Communion list,
as well as several individuals that had been referred to the project. Each week, individuals
received a home-made, shelf stable canned good (pot roast, ham and beans, chili, chicken
and vegetables, etc.) and a baked bread item (small loaf, roll, biscuit, etc.).
Within weeks, additional individuals were referred to the project and additional volunteers
stepped up. A number of volunteers have offered desserts or special streats (garden
produce, gelatin cups, breakfast muffins, etc.). In addition, no less than three volunteers
deliver packages to recipients throughout Russell and the surrounding area each Tuesday.
The Heart2Home Spiritual Nutrition project currently serves between 15 and 20 individuals.
These “no-contact” visits have proved the need for in-person visits, no matter how brief,
or how far away! St. John hopes to resume in-person visits as part of the weekly deliveries
as soon as possible.
Although some ingredients and components have been donated, the Heart2Home
Spiritual Nutrition project incurs weekly costs totaling approximately $150.00. Weekly costs
include additional ingredients, jars, and packaging. The project has received donations from
several Spiritual Nutrition recipients, and grants have been received through Thrivent and
the Russell County Area Community Foundation.
If you are interested in volunteering your time or talents to the Heart2Home project,
please contact the church office. Volunteers are needed to assist with assembling bags,
making deliveries, providing desserts or special treats, writing thinking-of-you notes to
include in the bags, or donating non-perishable items, including:
 Individual vegetable or rice cups (ready to microwave)
 Individual mashed potato or macaroni and cheese cups (add water and microwave)
 Individual fruit or applesauce cups (non-refrigerated)
 Fresh fruit (apples, oranges, grapes, strawberries)
 Individual gelatin or pudding cups (non-refrigerated)
 Individual oatmeal cups or packages (add water and microwave)
 Individual cereal boxes or cups
 Snack bars (breakfast, granola, fruit & grain)
Monetary donations are also welcome - please note Heart2Home in your memo field, or
on your envelope.
We are all blessed as we bless others!
February 2021
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE

We especially li( up in prayer those in care centers, nursing homes, and senior living facilies,
as well as others experiencing isolaon.

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR OUR CARE CENTER RESIDENTS

6

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situa!on, by prayer
and pe!!on, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
- Philippians 4:6-7

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD

God Bless
our Troops
February 2021
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S. J L 

 C  C  M 
J 
 20, 2021

Voting Members Present: Pastor Roger Dennis, Carol Fritz, Andrea Krauss, Blaine Maier, Nathan Ryan,
Richard Sieker, Kim Stoppel, Gaylon Walter
Others Present: John Dumler, Judy Holmes, Sheryl Krug
Excused: Judy Albrecht, Kristine Mader, Mary Ulrich
Absent: Jim Dumler, Kameron Schneider

I/  / C   O 1
♦ Council President Blaine Maier called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Pastor Roger Dennis led the
Council members in a prayer of reflection.
A2 12 3  A 1
♦ Council President Blaine Maier requested an amendment to the agenda to add New Business Item 6. b)
Youth and Family Ministry Update. Council Vice President Andrea Kraus requested an amendment to the
agenda to remove Unfinished Business Item 5. a) 2021 Budget. Amendments to the agenda were
approved by consensus.
A44 /  5 M  3
♦ It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the December 16, 2020 Council Meeting
as presented.
T
♦

3
’3 R 4 
Council Vice President Andrea Krauss provided and reviewed an updated 2020 End of Year Financial
reports. It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.

S 1 C22 R 4 3
♦ PMA - In addition to his wr itten r epor t PMA J ohn Dumler announced Wheatland Car e Center is
working on plans to have him provide Sunday afternoon services from inside the building. He noted that
Window Church has only been cancelled once due to weather, but being inside would allow him to better
communicate with residents.
♦ Youth and Family Ministry - No report
♦ Education - Kim Stoppel r epor ted the Sunday School cur r iculum for Spr ing 2021 has ar r ived. She
invited all Sunday School teachers to review their materials before the Education meeting on Wednesday,
January 27, 2021. Kim noted that the Education Committee had previously decided to continue porch
visits for Spring 2021, and the possibility of in-person Sunday School will be reviewed later this year.
♦ Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - No r epor t.
♦ Property - Nathan Ryan r epor ted the Pr oper ty Committee had discussed r equesting volunteer s
from the congregation to provide snow removal services (as needed). A call for volunteers will be placed
in the weekly bulletins and upcoming monthly newsletters. Nathan also reported the Wi-Fi upgrades are
complete, and expressed sincere thanks to Cory Funk for his time and expertise.
♦ Stewardship/Finance - Andrea Krauss described the need for additional offering counters. A call for
volunteers will be placed in the weekly bulletins and upcoming monthly newsletters.
♦ Worship & Music/Technology - Pastor Dennis reported on the upcoming Lenten and Easter season. The
Ash Wednesday service will be an in-person service with a modified Imposition of Ashes to conform
with social distancing protocol. Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Saturday and Easter Sunday
services will all be in-person services. The Council discussed the traditional Mid-Week Lenten Services
and by consensus, decided to hold these services in-person. Pastor mentioned that accompanists will have
to be found for these services, but he can provide a spoken word service, if necessary. Pastor also
reported that the Russell County Association of Churches will not be sponsoring the Lenten Luncheons,
but, in cooperation with KRSL Russell Radio, a Lenten Meditation will be recorded by RCAOC members
Page 14
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♦
♦
♦

and broadcast each Wednesday during Lent.
Youth Groups - No report.
Cemetery - Gaylon Walter reported that the cemetery mowing contract has been renewed for the 2021
mowing season with no increase in cost.
Pastor Dennis - Pastor noted that he has been able to offer limited home communion at this time.

U53 1 B 3 33
♦ There was no unfinished business.
N H B 3 33
♦ Pastor Dennis requested two weeks vacation in April. This vacation time would be after Easter, and will
only take place if COVID-19 travel protocols allow. Council President Blaine Maier recommended the
request be carried forward to the next meeting so a clearer picture of potential travel restrictions can be
reviewed. The request was tabled by consensus of the Council.
♦ Council President Blaine Maier and Kim Stoppel reviewed the modified job description for the Youth
and Family Ministry Coordinator Position. The modified position, Young Adult / Young Family
Coordinator, will allow for more focus on young adults and young families. The youth programs
(Preschool through High School) will be the responsibility of the Education Committee. Blaine and Kim
reported that Alex and Audrey Lofland would accept the modified position upon approval by the Council.
It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve redefining the Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator
position as a Young Adult / Young Family Coordinator position, in accordance with the job description
developed by Council for 7.5 hours per week, with Pastor Dennis providing direct supervision, effective
January 1, 2021.
♦ The Council discussed open Council positions, those Council members willing to serve an additional
terms, and potential new Council members. Council member nominations will be presented at the Annual
Congregational Meeting.
A1I
♦

2 

At 7:52 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Executive meeting – Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 6:30 pm
Next Council meeting – Thursday, February 18, 2021 at 6:30 pm

Respectfully recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder
Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary.

February 2021
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♦

St. John Lutheran

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

425 N. Main St.
Russell KS 67665

Monday through Friday
8:00 am to 1:30 pm

Phone: 785-483-5358
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net
Website: stjohnrussell.com
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Please submit address updates
to the Church Office.

Pastor Roger Dennis
785-445-4140 (h); 785-445-8065 (c)
pastor@ruraltel.net

If you would like your address
removed from the mailing list,
please let us know by
phone, email or return mail.
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John Dumler, PMA
785-483-1382 (c)
pma@ruraltel.net
Alex & Audrey Lofland, Young Family /
Young Adult Coordinators
785-324-0203 (c)
stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com
Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper
sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net
Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant
Debora Kreutzer, Custodian
Church Council
President—Blaine Maier
Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss
Secretary—Carol Fritz
Treasurer—Judy Albrecht
Education—Kim Stoppel
Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish
Fellowship—Mary Ulrich
Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &
Richard Sieker
Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss
Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader
Youth—Kameron Schneider
Cemetery—Gaylon Walter
The 10:30 Worship Services on February 14 and 28 will be broadcast on
KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130.
Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com.
This outreach is made possible by various contributions.

