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Please submit address 
updates to the church 
office. If you would like 
your address removed 
from the mailing list, 
please let us know by 
phone, email or return 
mail. Thank you. 

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфΣ нлнл 
ммΥол ŀƳ 

 

¢ŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ !ƎŜƴŘŀΥ 
§ нлнл .ǳŘƎŜǘ 
§ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜƳōŜǊ 9ƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
§ !ƭǘŀǊ DǳƛƭŘ 9ƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
§ ±ƻǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǎōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ tƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƛŎ CǳƴŘǎ 
§ !ǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
§ wŜƳŀǊƪǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ tǊƛƴǘŜŘ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
§ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ 
§ wŜƳŀǊƪǎ ōȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ .ƭŀƛƴŜ aŀƛŜǊ 
 

¢ƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ нлнл .ǳŘƎŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴƻǝŬŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ 
 

όLƴŎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΥ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нсΣ нлнлύ 



Pastoral Perceptions  
January 2020  

 

A New Beginning  
 

By Pastor Roger Dennis 
 

 As the New Year approaches, the custom of 

making New Year resolutions leaps to the forefront 

of our culture. I often fall into the camp of declaring 

my resolution is to not make any resolutions. Thus, 

I do not need to admit failure or lament about how 

quickly my resolve cratered. 
 

 I have heard often the phrase, ñThe end of 

this year can not come soon enough.ò The genesis 

of the comment most often originates from a series 

of unfortunate events. One may be overwhelmed 

and the expression conveys a desire for a new 

start. I perceive that many of us desire a fresh start 

frequently. Actually, at times, I wish I could have a 

ñdo overò but realize it is not possible. 
 

 Although one may not be able to ñgo back in 

timeò, we can start anew daily. As the Scriptures 

say, (I John 1:9) ñIf we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.ò Paul wrote in 

Romans, ñThere is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of 

the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 

from the law of sin and of death. For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: 

by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 

flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 

flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might 

be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 

flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things 

of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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  ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
ƘƻƳŜōƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ  
 

 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƻǊ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǝƳŜǎ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 

 LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .Ŝǧȅ 
.ƻȄōŜǊƎŜǊ ŀǘ тур-пуо-прсл ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ōȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мнΦ 
 

 ¢ƘŜ нлнл .ǳƭƭŜǝƴ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦ  

нлмф /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ 
{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

 

 !ǎ ǿŜ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ нлмф /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘΦ 
 

 LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 
ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻŶŎŜΦ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ Σ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻŶŎŜΦ !ƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƛƭŜŘΦ 
 

 {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ DƛǾƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ 
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Spirit set their minds on the things of 

the Spirit.ò 
 

 We may not be able to change 

history, but we have the opportunity 

to ñresetò so that the present and the 

future are not necessarily dictated by 

the past. This is but one of the 

reasons that our worship begins with 

confession and the absolution ñé by 

His (Godôs) authority, I declare unto 

you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins.ò  
 

 The promises of Christmas and 

Easter are intricately interwoven. As 

Johnôs Gospel declares, ñIn him was 

life, and the life was the light of the 

people. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.ò 
    ð Pastor 

(Continued from page 2) 

NEWSLETTER 

Monday, 

January 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You deserve a break! 

Weõve got you covered! 
 

 tŀǊŜƴǘǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ 

ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ 

ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΣ ǇƛȊȊŀ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǘǊŜŀǘǎΗ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ом ŦǊƻƳ сΥлл ǘƻ фΥлл ǇƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ IŀƭƭΦ 

²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ όƳǳǎǘ ōŜ 

Ŧǳƭƭȅ Ǉƻǧȅ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘύ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ƛƎƘǘƘ DǊŀŘŜΦ 
 

 LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

ǘƘŀƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нпΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎ !ƭŜȄ ƻǊ !ǳŘǊŜȅ [ƻƅŀƴŘ Ǿƛŀ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ  

ό{ǘΦ WƻƘƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎύ ƻǊ Ǿƛŀ 

ŜƳŀƛƭ όǎǘƧƻƘƴȅƻǳǘƘŀƴŘŦŀƳƛƭȅƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳύΦ 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ŀǎ 

ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘŜŀŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǇƛȊȊŀΗ 
 

 ¢ƘŜ [ƻƅŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƘƻǎǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

/ƭŀǊƛǎǎŀ {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ƭŜȄ ƻǊ 

!ǳŘǊŜȅ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 
 

 tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

tŀǊŜƴǘǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƻǊƪΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 

tŀǊŜƴǘǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ 

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΦ  

Pastoral Perceptions  
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OUR PARISH  RECORDS 

O  
 

 December 1 ........ $6,073.00 
 December 8 .......... 3,753.00 
 December 15 ........ 3,857.50 
 December 22 ........ 6,545.25 
 December 29 * 

W  A  - D  2019  
 

 Date Sat Early Late Total 

 December 1 30 34 111 175 
 December 8 26 27 64 117 
 December 15 28 35 68 131 
 December 22 32 35 95 162 
 December 29  30 20 42 92 
 

 Special Services    Total 

 December 17 (Blue Christmas)  14 
 December 22 (Childrenôs Service)  147 
 

 Christmas Eve 5:00 7:30 10:30 Total 
 December 24 441 98 32 571 
 

 Christmas  Total 
 December 25 14 

S  S  A  - D  2019  
 

 Date Teachers Visitors Students Total 

 December 1 12 1 50 63 
 December 8 12 0 46 58 
 December 15 12 1 41 54 
 December 22 ** 
 December 29 *** 

S  S  O 
 

 December 1 .......... $29.13 
 December 8 ............ 32.00 
 December 15 .......... 33.00 
 December 22 ** 
 December 29 *** 

* Data not available by publication deadline 
 
** No Sunday School (Christmas Program) 
 
*** No Sunday School 

Going, Going, Gone  

 

 ¢ƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ [ƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ CƻǳƴŘ 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊƅƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƭƻǾŜǎΣ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ 

ƧŀŎƪŜǘǎΣ ƭƛŘǎΣ ǘƻȅǎΣ ōƛōǎΣ ŎŀǇǎΣ ōǊŀŎŜƭŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ahw9Χ ŀƭƭ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ Ƙŀƭƭ 

όŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ōƻŀǊŘύΦ  

 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǇŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ƛǘŜƳǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΗ LǘŜƳǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ōȅ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ омΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘŜŘ ƻǊ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘΦ 
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Thanks and Praise  

CHOIR SCHEDULES 
 

St. John Ringers January 8 ............ 6:45 pm ....... Rehearse 
      Bell Choir January 15 .......... 6:45 pm ....... Rehearse 
 January 22 .......... 6:45 pm ....... Rehearse 
 January 26 ......... 10:00 am ..... Meet in Chapel, ring at 10:30 Service 
 January 29 .......... 6:45 pm ....... Rehearse 
 
    Agape Choir January 8 ............ 8:00 pm ....... Rehearse 
 January 15 .......... 8:00 pm ....... Rehearse 
 January 19 ......... 10:00 am ..... Meet in Chapel, sing at 10:30 Service 
 January 29 .......... 8:00 pm ....... Rehearse 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ млΥол ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мрΣ IŀƛƭŜȅ DƛŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀǎ 
ǎƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ CƛǊǎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΦ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ IŀƛƭŜȅΗ 

Wƛƭƭƛŀƴ !ǎǘŜƭƭ .ǊƻǿƴŜΣ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ WǳƭƛŜ ŀƴŘ WŜũ .ǊƻǿƴŜΣ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ муΦ Wƛƭƭƛŀƴ ǿŀǎ т ǇƻǳƴŘǎ мп ƻǳƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ 
му мκн ƛƴŎƘŜǎΦ Wƛƭƭƛŀƴ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ōȅ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎ WŀȅƭŜŜ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎƻƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ WƻƘŀƴƴŀƘΣ ƛǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ DǊŀƴŘƳŀ !ƴƴŜǧŜ 
{ǝŜǊƭŜƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜΗ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ 

¢ǳǊƴŜǊ [ŜŜ wƛƻǎΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ YǊƛǎǝƴ ό[ƻǊŜƴŎύ ŀƴŘ [ǳƪŜ wƛƻǎΣ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ннΦ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ т ǇƻǳƴŘǎ с ƻǳƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ мф ƛƴŎƘŜǎΦ 
¢ǳǊƴŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦƻǊ YǊƛǎǝƴ ŀƴŘ [ǳƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘ ŦƻǊ 
YȅƭŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎŀƴ [ƻǊŜƴŎΦ bŀǘƘŀƴ [ƻǊŜƴŎ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ŀŘŘ άǳƴŎƭŜέ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ǝǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻō ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴǎΦ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΗ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ŜƴƴƛǎΣ WƻƘƴΣ 5Ŝō ŀƴŘ {ƘŜǊȅƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎŎǊǳƳǇǝƻǳǎ 
ǘǊŜŀǘǎΣ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǜǳƭ ƎƛƊǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳǊ 
ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘǳƳōƭƛƴƎΦ aŀȅ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǎΗ  
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St. John Women of the ELCA  
St. John Women in Fellowship  

 

 ²9[/! aŜŜǝƴƎ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
 

 ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ н ²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴǎ 
 фΥлл ŀƳ - .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
 фΥпр ŀƳ - .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ  
   

 [ŜŀŘŜǊΥ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ 

 

ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ hǳǊ IƻƳŜέ 5ŜǾƻǝƻƴ wŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ tƛŎƪ ¦Ǉ 
 

 ¢ƘŜ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ hǳǊ IƻƳŜέ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
нлнл ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ όƧǳǎǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ aŀƛƴ 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭύ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄ όƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŘƻƻǊǎύΦ  
 

 wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ .ƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǊŜǎǘƻŎƪŜŘ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǳƴǝƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΦ 

.Ŝ ŀ [LC9 {!±9w 
5ƻƴŀǘŜ .ƭƻƻŘ 

 

 DŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Ǌƻƭƭ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƭŜŜǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾŜ 
ƭƛǾŜǎΗ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ 
ŀƴ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ .ƭƻƻŘ 5ǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ф 
ŦǊƻƳ фΥлл ŀƳ ǘƻ оΥлл ǇƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ IŀƭƭΦ 
 

 !ǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
.¸ !tthLb¢a9b¢ hb[¸Φ ̧ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƴƻǿ ōȅ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ 
ǊŜŘŎǊƻǎǎōƭƻƻŘΦƻǊƎ  ƻǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ мл-улл-w95 
/wh{{Φ 
 

 hƴŜ ōƭƻƻŘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ оуΣллл ōƭƻƻŘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ  
 

 .Ŝ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǎŀǾŜǊ -  
ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ōƭƻƻŘΗ 

Christmas Outreach Project...  
...just the beginning  

 

 During Advent, the St. John Christian 
Education Committee invited the congregation 
to write a note in a Christmas card to be 
distributed to care center residents, Meals on 
Wheels recipients and other local individuals. 
 

 The Sunday School students created 
Christmas ornaments that were included with 
each card. 
 

 At the 10:30 Service on Sunday, December 
22, a team of Sunday School students and adult 
volunteers presented the cards for a blessing 
and went forth to spread the Christmas 
message. 
 

 Over 150 cards and ornaments were 
distributed and many smiles were given and 
received at each location. 
 

 The Christian Education Committee hopes to 
continue outreach efforts throughout the year. 



PMA Notes ~ January 2020  
 

By John Dumler, PMA 
 

 For unto us a Child is born! óTis the season and so 

my thought turned to what we are as a Child of God, 

starting with the season of Advent. We look around at all 

of the hustle and some of the bustle (where did they get 

that word?). We see the Christmas trees in the 

Sanctuary and Chapel decorated with the Chrismons. 

We see what God has given us out of his love, or as 

C.S. Lewis put it, ñThe Son of God became a man to 

enable men to become the Sons of Godò! 
 

 I pondered this glorious event. I looked at Deb and 

started to realize that we are fragile humans and I 

wanted her to be a part of my Christmas this year - as 

she always is. But this year, I wanted her to be a part of 

my notes, as well as part of our family at St. John. I 

handed her a list of many quotes of Christmas as said 

pick two of these out and give me some of your insights 

into what ñChristmasò means to you. 
 

 Here are the quotes she selected and the insights 

she provided. I am glad to share them with you:  
 

  Love has a name - Jesus; 

  Love has a place - our hearts; 

  Love has a story - and it is not finished yet. 

    - Author Unknown 
 

  This is Christmas and Jesus is the true 

 ñloveò  child of God. We are his family; the world 

 is our responsibility. So, Lord guide us to help 

 as we can and proclaim to all the Good News. 

 

  Give the following gifts: 

  To your enemy - forgiveness; 

  To your opponent - tolerance; 

(Continued on page 11 ) 
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 ¢ƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŀƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ 
ōŀƪŜŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΦ hǾŜǊ 
Ϸулл ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
нлнмΦ 
 

 {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ .ǊƻƻƪŜ 
hƭǎƻƴ ƛƴ  ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎΣ ōŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƛȄǘȅ ŘƻȊŜƴ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ 
ǘƻ ŦǳƭŬƭƭ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ 
ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅΦ 
 

 /ƻƻƪƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ōƛƎ Ƙƛǘ - ƴŜŀǊƭȅ 
ол ŘƻȊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀƪŜŘ - ŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŘƛƴƴŜǊ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛƴƴŀƳƻƴ Ǌƻƭƭǎ - 
ƴŜŀǊƭȅ пл ŘƻȊŜƴ ǘƻǘŀƭΗ 
 

 .ŀƪŜŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нм ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎƪǳǇ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ aƻǎǘ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ 
 

 ²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 
ǘƻ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ƻƴ 
±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΗΗ 
 
 

Thanks for  

your support!  
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h¦w {¸at!¢IL9{ !b5 Dh5Ω{ /haChw¢ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ 

 

 

Congregational Tidbits  
 

tw!¸9w{ Chw Dh5Ω{ tw9{9b/9 

 

We have added a new section in the 
weekly bulletin and the monthly newsletter 
listing Care Center Residents. If you (or a 
family member) would like to be listed in 
this section of the announcements, please 
contact the church office. No one will be 
listed without permission. 

 

/ŀǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 



Congregational Tidbits  
 

tw!¸9w{ Chw ¢Ih{9 {9w±LbD Lb 
¢I9 ¦{ aL[L¢!w¸ hw Lb {9w±L/9 !.wh!5 
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The Christmas Story - 

A Tale Well Told  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ {ǘƻǊȅ - ! ¢ŀƭŜ 

²Ŝƭƭ ¢ƻƭŘέΣ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƘƻǳǊ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ннΦ 

hǾŜǊ ŬƊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎΦ  
 

 hƭŘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ όŀƭƻƴƎ 

ǿƛǘƘ aƛƴƛ-aŀǊȅύ ǿŜǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎΣ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƛǎŜ ƳŜƴ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƎƛƊǎΦ  
 

 tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΣ .ǊƻƻƪŜ 

hƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ aƛǊŀƴŘŀ .ǊŀŘȅΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ 

ōȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŀŘǳƭǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ  
 

 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ /ƻƻƪƛŜ 

wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ IŀƭƭΦ {ǳǎŀƴ YǊǳƎ 

ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƻƪƛŜ wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ [ŀŘƛŜǎέ 

ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǎŎǊǳƳǇǝƻǳǎ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΦ 


