
St. John Lutheran Church 
 

425 N. Main, Russell KS 67665  785-483-5358 

Website: stjohnrussell.com  Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 

Find us on Facebook 
 

Pastor: Roger Dennis  PMA: John Dumler 

Youth & Family Ministry Coordinators: Alex & Audrey Lofland 

January 
2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In-Person 
Worship 

Has Resumed 
 

 Masks are required for 
all individuals over two 
years of age. 

 Social distancing 
guidelines will be 
followed. 

 Please use South Main 
Entrance. 

 Ushers will seat 
attendees. 

 

Curbside Communion 
continues every Sunday.  
Curbside Communion is 
offered from 9:00 to 10:15 
am at the southeast 
entrance (weather 
permitting). 

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT 

Annual 

Congregational 

Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 

11:30 am 
 

Tentative Agenda: 

 2021 Budget 

 Approval of Proposed Constitution 

 Council Member Elections 

 Altar Guild Elections 

 Voting for Disbursement of Philanthropic Funds 

 Approval of Financial Reports 

 Remarks concerning Printed Reports 

 Discussion of other Congregational Concerns 

 Remarks by Church Council President Blain Maier 

 

The Annual Book of Reports and proposed 2021 Budget 

will be made available prior to the Annual 

Congregational Meeting. If you would like to be notified 

when reports and budgets are available, please contact 

the church office. 
 

(Inclement weather date: January 31, 2021) 

 



Page 2 January 2021 

Heart2Home Outreach Project 

~ The Holidays and Beyond ~ 
 

 The Heart2Home Outreach Project would like to thank those 

congregation members who signed Christmas cards to accompany 

Christmas deliveries to care center residents. The Heart2Home Spiritual Nutrition participants each 

received a small poinsettia from the Heart2Home Project and St. John Lutheran Church. 

 As the current situation continues, plans are underway for additional outreach to care center 

residents, homebound members of St. John and the Russell community, and “local heroes” (nurses, 

doctors and medical staff; care center staff; protective services officers and staff; home health 

nurses and staff; and more). Heart2Home volunteers will continue to assist the Education 

Committee and Sunday School staff with porch visits to Sunday School students. 

 To date, Heart2Home projects have been  funded through donations (both monetary and in-

kind), a Russell County Area Community Foundation grant , and Thrivent grants. Donations are 

always welcomed to allow St. John to stay connected with members (and the Russell community) in 

the future. If you would like to support Heart2Home with a monetary donation, please contact the 

church office. 

 Volunteers are welcome to assist each week with weekly Spiritual Nutrition deliveries, bi-weekly 

Sunday School porch visit deliveries, and monthly care center deliveries. Donations of desserts, fruit, 

snacks, breads, and more are also welcome. For more information, please contact the Church Office. 

MARK THE DATES 
 

 Saturday, January 9 ............. 9:00 am ....... Altar Guild taking down greens 
 Thursday, January 14 .......... 6:30 pm ....... Executive Committee Meeting 
 Wednesday, January 20 ...... 6:30 pm ....... Council Meeting 
 February Newsletter Deadline 
 Sunday, January 24 ............. 11:30 am ..... Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
   (inclement weather date 01/31/21) 
 Wednesday, January 27 ...... 6:30 pm ....... Altar Guild Meeting 

 
LOOKING AHEAD 

  

 Wednesday, February 17 .......................... Ash Wednesday 
 Sunday, March 28 ..................................... Palm Sunday 
 Thursday, April 1 ....................................... Maundy Thursday 
 Friday, April 2 ............................................ Good Friday 
 Saturday, April 3........................................ Easter Vigil 
 Sunday, April 4 .......................................... Easter 
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Pastoral Perceptions - January 2021 
 

By Pastor Roger Dennis 
 

 I wish, along many others, that the turning of the calendar page would mean the end of 

COVID and that the limitations forced unwillingly upon many would be removed. However, 

that will not be the case. 
 

 Do we despair? We can, but the feeling would not change things or make anything 

better.  I am not one to believe that COVID is a punishment from God for the error of our 

ways as a few claim. If that would be the case, then we would always experience life as 

torment as none of us can claim to be without sin. 
 

 In nearly any time we experience setback, we have an opportunity to learn from the 

experience. In these past nine months and probably another six to come, relationships have 

become more valued. Family gatherings and the small things of life should be even more 

appreciated. Suddenly we realize the importance of the little actions that we take so much 

for granted. 

 

 I am not writing anything new here. I am very well aware that each one of you reading 

this knows this already. It is also the same with the relationship with God. We know what is 

required of us. Micah 6:8 speaks directly to us and has long been one of my favorite all time 

Bible verses. 

 

 Will you join with me in this coming year to be more intentional to be faithful and to strive 

to have integrity with the teachings of Christ? 

 

 Each year brings changes. Some we plan and others as a reaction to what was not 

anticipated. Either way, we have the promise of our Lord that we will not be abandoned and 

that we are loved. 

           Amen. 
             ~ Pastor 



PMA Notes ~ January 2021 
Christmas to Epiphany! 

 

By John Dumler, PMA 
 

 He is born! Our future is set! He is the King! That is what we see at Christmas time 
and into the New Year - the light, the hope! Not as a challenge but a sign for renewal, 
love, joy, hope and peace! Emmanuel! Our star! The sign that we will overcome! All these 
words and phrases describe our Christmas season!  
 
 By the time this comes out in the Newsletter, Christmas Day has come and gone, 
and we are facing January - a new year with new hopes! But we also take a look back - 
Pastor and I were talking about what was happening - for a long time there was no 
prophet, no message, but now we are running back to our Lord with the knowledge that 
we have a new King!  
 
 How many times do we expect one thing and get another? I have come through the 
Corona virus and thank the Lord that Deb and I are still here with you all. It was our most 
precious God and his healing hand that saw us through. Deb and I were in the “at risk” 
category. It is thanks to our doctors and treatment (experimental) as well as your prayers 
and God himself that we are able to celebrate Christmas. It was indeed a gift of healing 
for this Christmas. We won’t have pictures or memories of our family gathering together 
this year, but the lingering cough and a little lethargy will remind me that our Christmas 
miracle was indeed being able to share this holiday with you all. Again - thank you all for 
the prayers! 
 
 In this same way we don’t know how to respond to a Savior that is coming - he isn’t 
the king we expect, but by far a better one we get! I am grateful that with the hope, love, 
joy and peace of Christmas we look back at a year of hard times, fear, and trepidation. 
What will this year bring? Without our Savior we will continue to be divided.  
 
 We now know we have a Savior and as the Church, we need to be his followers - 
listen, help, show love, forgive, and be kind to everyone! Let us pick ourselves up and 
stretch out our hand to others, even those with differing views! I will pray that we 
overcome the animosity, hate, jealousy, and fear of what will come. As Christians we can 
help everyone get past those feelings, just by reaching out and sharing “Christmas” with 
everyone! 
 
 Our Advent is based on hope, love, joy and peace. Like Jesus, let us give Hope, 
Love and Joy to all, and continue to strive for Peace on Earth! We are renewed with His 
birth! 
 
 Thank you all! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
        ~ John 
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Youth and Family Ministry Updates 
 

By Audrey & Alex Lofland, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinators 

 The Ash Wednesday Soup Supper will be Wednesday Feb. 17, 2021. This is a fundraiser for 
youth to attend National Youth Gathering in July of 2022. We will be taking pre-orders for 
curbside pickup. We will also offer soup for carry-out orders for those who attend Ash 
Wednesday Service in person. Pre-orders can be placed through the church office, church 
website, or by email to stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com. Orders will be taken 
January 1st – February 12th. More information will be available in the future through the 
church bulletin and the church website.  

 Chicken Noodle Soup (with or without Butterballs) and Chili. With carrots, celery and 
crackers. 

 A freewill offering will be accepted to cover expenses for the trip to the National Youth 
Gathering in 2022.  

 Pints ($5.00) and quarts ($10.00)  
 Soup Supper Donation Items to offset upfront costs: ~ FIVE whole chickens (uncooked, 

thawed) ~ SIX boxes crackers ~ SIX packages chicken breasts (uncooked, thawed) ~ TWO 
pounds shredded cheddar ~ SIX pounds of petite carrots  ~ TWENTY heads of celery  ~ FIVE 
pounds fine noodles ~ TWELVE quarts chicken stock ~ TWELVE pounds ground beef 
(uncooked, thawed) ~ TEN pounds white onions 

National Youth Gathering is 
coming in July of 2022. If you or 
your student are in 8th to 12th 
grade at the time of registration 
(Fall 2021), you are eligible to 
attend. If you are interested, 
please reach out to us or the 
church office.  

We invite the youth in your family (grades 6 – 12) to join our youth group. Digitally we are meeting 
through Zoom. Youth can find content for this group in the Band App. This can be found in your App 
Store or Google Play*. The name of our group is simply “St. John Youth”. If you have any questions 
about this, please reach out to us. Lizzy White is leading this group monthly.  
 

        *The band app logo looks like this.  

We are looking for leaders for future 
small groups, a men’s group, and a 
women’s group. We would love to 
have people who have read a book 
they felt personally impacted them 
that they would like to share. Of 
course, if a person were interested 
in hosting a group but didn’t have a 
book in mind, we would be happy to 
help in any way.  



Page 6 January 2021 

Philanthropic Fund Nominees 
 
St. John Lutheran Church invests a portion of any significant gift 
received by the church into a Philanthropic Fund. Each year a portion 
of the income earned by these funds are distributed to local, area, and 
national/international non-profit organizations.  
 
Nominations are accepted throughout the year, and the St. John 
Council selects three finalists in December. Finalists are presented to 
the congregation at the Annual Meeting in January. Each finalist receives a portion of the 
designated funds, proportionally based on the congregational vote.  
 

2021 Nominations: 
 
 Russell County 4-H Development Fund - The Russell County 4-H Development Fund  
 is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization, whose mission is to secure funds from private  
 and public sectors for support and enhancement of 4-H programs. Donations,  
 memorials, and bequests to the 4-H Development Fund are tax deductible. 
  

 In 2001, the 4-H Development Fund awarded the first $500 4-H Youth Scholarship. 
 Throughout the years, the organization has awarded over 25 scholarships to  
 outstanding Russell County 4-H’ers totaling over $22,000. In addition, over $15,000  
 has been given to the Russell County 4-H Council for activities and projects.  
 

 Although Russell County is now part of the Midway Extension District #15, all  
 Development Funds remain in Russell County and are awarded to 4-H Youth in Russell  
 County. 
 
 Oaks Indian Mission (Oaks, Oklahoma) - The Oaks Indian Mission has roots which  
 run deep into the history of the Cherokee Nation. Officially, the Mission began  in 1801,  
 when the tribe invited Moravian missionaries to open a school in Georgia, a few miles  
 from the seat of the Cherokee government. When the Cherokee were forced to leave  
 their homes and relocate in Indian Territory, the missionaries left their homes as well,  
 choosing to travel the same “Trail of Tears”, reestablishing the mission at what is now  
 Oaks, OK.  
 

 One of the first school bells to ring in Indian Territory rang there in 1842. In 1902, Oaks  
 Indian Mission became a Lutheran ministry. A residential home for Indian children  
 opened its doors in 1926. This long legacy of quality education and spiritual formation  
 is at the heart of what still makes Oaks Indian Mission a special place for children and  
 the shaping of their future. 
 

 St. Paul Lutheran Church (Lake Charles, Louisiana) - In August 2020, St. Paul  
 Lutheran Church in Lake Charles, LA was destroyed by Hurricane Laura. Recovery  
 had barely started when Hurricane Delta made landfall. St. Paul parishioners and staff  
 were safe, but homes were badly damaged or completely destroyed.  
 

 After basic cleanup, St. Paul provided modified services in the fellowship hall or the  
 preschool lunchroom. Repairs, construction, and healing will continue well into the  
 future. In early November the roof replacement was completed.  
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~ Reminders ~ 
 

 Completed Stewardship Commitment and Time and Talent Sheets may be returned to the church 
office or dropped in the offering plate at any service.  Your responses allow St. John to fulfill the 
ministries of the Church and plan for the upcoming year. If you did not receive a stewardship 
letter, please contact the church office as soon as possible. 

 As we strive to be good environmental stewards, St. John Lutheran Church will print 2020 
Contribution Statements only upon request. If you wish to receive your statement of giving, 
please contact the church office. Those requesting statements will be notified when they are 
printed and available for pickup. 

 2021 Offering Envelopes are on the table in front of the Chapel, alphabetized by last name. 
Your offering envelope number may have changed - envelope numbers from 205 through 350 
were reassigned lower numbers in order to eliminate waste. If you do not see your envelopes, 
please contact the church office as soon as possible.  

 Sunday School students will continue to use bulk youth envelopes. If your student needs 
additional envelopes, please contact the church office. 

Pastor Shelby Bailey Scholarship 

for Kansas State University Students 

~ APPLY NOW ~ 
 

A Kansas State University scholarship honors Pastor Shelby 

Bailey, a Kansas native and ELCA pastor in several 

congregations in the state of Kansas.  

 

Applicants must be an incoming freshman or a full-time undergraduate student at Kansas State 

University in Manhattan and be a member of an ELCA Congregation. As part of the application 

process, a written recommendation from the student’s home congregation pastor is required. 

Active involvement in Lutheran Campus Ministry is preferred, but not required. 

 

Scholarships are awarded for both Fall and Spring semesters. The fall semester deadline is 

August 24 and the spring semester deadline is January 24. Awards are made in October and 

February. 

 

Pastor Shelby Baily Scholarship applications are available in the church office, or may be emailed 

to interested students (PDF file).  
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OUR PARISH RECORDS 

Worship Attendance  
 

 Date Sat Early Curbside Late Total 
 December 6 ........... 15 ............ 18 ............. 8 ............. 31 ............. 72 
 December 13 ......... 15 ............ 18 ............. 7 ............. 29 ............. 69 
 December 20 ......... 11 ............ 21 ............. 9 ............. 43 ............. 84 
 December 27 .......... 9 ............. 15 ............ 27 ............ 11 ............. 62 
 

 Blue Christmas Total 
 December 16 .......... 7 
  

 Christmas Eve 3pm 5pm 7:30pm 10pm Total 
 December 24 ......... 71 ............ 70 ............ 43 ............ 15 ............ 199 
 

 Christmas Day Total 
 December 25 ......... 13 

Offering 
 

 December 6 .......... $7,405.00 
 December 13 .......... 4,871.00 
 December 20 .......... 4,540.00 
 December 27 .......... 3,615.00 
 

 Special Services:  
 Blue Christmas 
 Christmas Eve 
 Christmas Day 
  ............................ 9,427.00 

Actual Income/Expenses 
Through November 30 

 

    Income .......... $249,335.00 
    Expenses ...... $210,751.34 
 $38,583.66 

Altar Guild Wrapping Up 2020, Planning for 2021 
 

 The Altar Guild would like to thank those who donated poinsettias and 

sponsored candles to decorate the Sanctuary and Chapel. Poinsettias that 

were not picked up were distributed at the Altar Guild’s discretion. 

 Altar Guild members will meet Saturday, January 9 at 9:00 am to take 

down the Christmas tree and other Christmas greens.  

 Altar Guild nominations will be presented at the Congregational Annual Meeting in January. 

After elections, all Altar Guild members will meet on Wednesday, January 27 at 6:30 pm in the 

Parish Hall. Committees will be assigned and schedules will be completed for 2021. Options for the 

annual Altar Guild Breakfast will also be discussed. 

 For more information, please contact the Church Office. 
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 1 - Eleece Cerecero 
  Jane Dietz 
 2 -  Mandy Ehrlich 
  Cory Funk 
 4 -  Kelli Boxberger 
  Brooklyn Jordan 
  Jinny Pfannenstiel 
 5 -  Anthony Bonaccorso 
  Deena Ruggels 
  Theresa Wagner 
 6 -  Brook Childers 
  Lois DeWald 
  Linda Kuhlmann 
  Raegan Mayberry 
  David Pitcock 
 7 -  Brody Brown 
  Rodney Eck 
  Sharon Herbel 
  Keller Krug 
 8 -  Allen Bangert 
  Jan Deines 
  Theresa Hilbrink 
 9 -  Kierra Eck 
  Whitney Nuss 
  Tony Rainey 
  Ann Rodie 
 10 -  Margaret Finkbeiner 
  Halle Hall 
  Deb Karst 
  Johnilen Overmiller 
  Jim Reeves 
 

 

 11 - Stacie Dumler 
  Joyce Kuntzsch 
  Jennifer Moreland 
  Acelynn Muehlenkamp 
  Shayla Peck 
 12 -  Paxton Moreland, Jr. 
 13 -  Zachary Michel 
  Jordan Straub 
 15 -  Wyatt Deatherage 
  Rita Galyardt 
 16 -  Jacob Sellens 
 17 -  Brandon Bachar 
  Lauren Doctor 
  Lynn Dumler 
  Peter Laurie 
  Blayze Standley 
  Anna Tittel 
  Jennifer Tittel 
 18 -  Chloe Boxberger 
  Diana Mai 
  Georganna McCrary 
  Glenda Phillips 
 19 - Kris Boxberger 
  Jacob Long 
  Ramona Luebbers 
  Wesley Owens 
 20 -  Melanee Ford 
  Corine Gideon 
  G.J. Long 
  Emme Pfannenstiel 
  Ron Tittel 
 

 
 
 
 
 21 -  Taylor Calvert 
  Lucien Karst 
 22 -  Charlotte Michel 
 23 -  Tammy Krug 
  Ashley Mai 
  Ryan Nichol 
  Kelvie Reeves 
 24 -  Luke Brandenburg 
  Tammy Cline 
  Cynthia Early 
  Gunnar Ulrich 
 25 - Tony Miller 
  Ken Walizer 
 26 -  Stacy Barnes 
  Spencer Faircloth 
  Kelby Wann 
 27 -  Cassidy Froelich 
 28 -  Marie Boxberger 
  Brittni Counts 
 29 - Adam Cline 
  Juan Delgado 
  Justin Krug 
  Marianne Mullins 
 30 -  Cody Lang 
  Aubrey Larson 
  Matt Ulrich 
 31 -  Carol Krug 

January Anniversaries 

 5 - Garrett & Tia Lueth 
 7 - Lee & Rhonda Kuhlmann 
 16 - Richard & Rita Krause 
  James Schwien & Gloria Homeier 

 22 -  Martin & Connie Dumler 
 30 - Tony & Charlene Rainey 
 31 - Kerry & Carol Krug 

January Birthdays 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

       -  Romans 15:13 



Poinsettias and Candles Symbolize Great Love  
 
 Each Christmas, St. John Lutheran Church members are invited 
to present poinsettia plants or sponsor candles in honor of, or in 
memory of, loved ones. The poinsettias and candles decorate 
both the sanctuary and the chapel. 
 It is said that poinsettias’ association with Christmas comes from a 
Mexican legend. According to the story, a child with no means for a 
grander gift, gathered humble weeds from the side of the road to place at the church 
altar on Christmas Eve. The congregation witnessed a Christmas miracle - the weeds 
turned into brilliant red and green flowers. 
 The Christian Candle Legend tells the tale of an old cobbler and his wife in a small village in Austria. 
Even though they were poor, they shared what they had with others. The couple left a candle in the window 
of their cottage as a sign of hospitality to any traveler who needed shelter. This beautiful custom spread 
throughout the world and each Christmas millions of candles light up the world with the message of love 
and everlasting joy. 

 
Poinsettia Plants for the Christmas Services were given 

in memory of and in honor of loved ones and to the Glory of God 
 

 To the Glory of God by Dick and Georganna McCrary 

 One white poinsettia plant represents all those who are missing a loved one who couldn’t be with them 
this Christmas 

 In memory of loved ones who are no longer with us by Dean and Ruth Keil and families 

 In memory of Our Parents by Robert and Judy Albrecht and family 

 In honor of all our Servicemen, Servicewomen, Medical Personnel, Emergency Personnel, and those 
who are working every day for us, as they have given their time and talents so selflessly. WE 
THANK YOU! 

 In memory of Herbert, Viola and Gerald Bender; Henry and Lena Bender, Jr.; Tom Cave; Mr. and Mrs. 
Dale Duryee; John and Katie Mai; Leo Mai; Lydia and Leon Niedens; and Leah Stoffel by Bill and 
Eileen Duryee; Lois Cave; and Jake, Alicia, Reagan, and Quinn Epler 

 In memory of Wilmer and Estella Boxberger; and George and RaMona Parks by the families of John 
and Mary Boxberger 

 In memory of Dean Brown by Barb Brown; Greg Brown and family; and Marietta Watkins and family 

 In memory of Elroy and LoRee Dietz by their family 

 In memory of Paul, Ronnie, Danny, and Randy Dietz by Hilda and Barb Dietz 

 In memory of our parents Herman and Helen Gideon (Michel); Bob and Eleanor Munk; brother Clyde; 
sister Elaine; sister-in-law Willie; niece Megan; nephew Bill; and all our family and Friends by 
Darold, Corine and family 

 In memory of Wilmetta “Willie” Gideon by Glenn Gideon; Donna Bauer and families; Keith and 
Doris Jackson and family; and Brad and Cheryl Prester family 

 In memory of Jordanne (Riley) Hackerott by her family  

 In memory of William and Anna Janne and Peter and Lydia Michel by Deloris Janne and family 

 In memory of Don and Diane Karst by Monty, Randilyn, Nash, and Autumn Karst; and Alan Templeton 

 In memory of Dell, Anna, Sam, Louise, Frank, and Steven Klema by Dick and Georganna McCrary 

 In memory of Tom and Marcia Krauss by Tom, Andrea and Katherine Krauss 

Page 10 January 2021 



 In memory of our parents Albert and Mollie Krug and Joe and Georgia Fortney by Morris and Barbara 
Krug 

 In memory of Don & Isetta Murphy by their loving family 

 In memory of Donnie Murphy by Sue Murphy 

 In memory of Verlan and Peggy Olson by the family 

 In memory of Gary “Bear” Prester by Carol Prester; Brad and Cheryl Prester and family; and Tim 
and Debra Brandes and family 

 In memory of Bonnie and Alex Schmidt by Pam and Chuck Gudenkauf and family 

 In memory of Waldean and Helen Schwien by their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 

 In memory of Chuck Stinchcomb by Barb; Kai, Angie, Diego, and Edwin Muller; and Jason, Trish, 
Jenna, and Charlie Stinchcomb 

 In memory of Calvin, Alvina and Diane Templeton by Mary Reinhardt, LoAnn Sechtem, and Alan 
Templeton 

 In memory of Alan, Mike, and Elmer Voos by the Alan Voos family; and in memory of Ralph and Marie 
Tittel by Jana, Lana, Fern and families 

 In memory of Leroy Waymaster by his family 

 

Thank you to all who sponsored Christmas Candles 
in memory of and in honor of loved ones 

 
 In memory of Our Parents and in honor of Our Children and Grandchildren by Dean and Betty 

Boxberger 

 In memory of Joshua Bachar; Elroy and Fern Dumler; and Bill and Vera Brown by their families 

 In memory of Ruben and Lavina Bender by the families of Dianna, Duane and Ramona 

 In memory of Dean Brown by Barb Brown; Greg Brown and family; and Marietta Watkins and family 

 In memory of Melvin Flegler by his loving family 

 In memory of Wendell Holmes and John and Alvina Kilian by Judy Holmes 

 In memory of Ivan and Loretta Holt by Sandy Krug and the Grandchildren 

 In memory of Melvin Janne by Deloris Janne and family 

 In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Krug; Arlene, Harold, Bonnie, and Jill Krug by Norma Fink and family 

 In memory of Don H. Krug by his loving family 

 In memory of Fred, Amelia, Ray, Hannah, Rose, Vera, Harvey, and Richard Krug by Jim and Marlene K. 
Mighell 

 In memory of Ron Krug by Shirley Krug and family 

 In memory of Tillman and Wilma Krug by Twyla and Dale Ehrlich; Tori, Roy and Halle Hall; and Tami 
Ehrlich 

 In memory of Huldrich and Sarah Michaelis and LaJune Gustin by the families of LaJune, Naomi, and 
Rich 

 In memory of Roger and Marj Mighell by Jim and Marlene K. Mighell 

 In memory of Pat Radke by Vernon and family 
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Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 
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We especially lift up in prayer those in care centers, nursing homes, and senior living facilities, 
as well as others experiencing isolation.  

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF 



PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD 

God Bless 
our Troops 
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Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CARE CENTER RESIDENTS 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 

   - Philippians 4:6-7 
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St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
December 16, 2020 

 
 Voting Members Present: Pastor Roger Dennis, Judy Albrecht, Carol Fritz, Andrea Krauss, Kristine Mader,  
  Blaine Maier, Nathan Ryan, Richard Sieker, Kim Stoppel, Gaylon Walter 
 Others Present: John Dumler, Judy Holmes, Sheryl Krug, Alex Lofland 
 Excused: Mary Ulrich 
 Absent: Jim Dumler, Kameron Schneider 

     
Invocation / Call to Order 
 Council President Blaine Maier called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Pastor Roger Dennis led the 

Council members in a prayer reflection. 
 
Amendments to Agenda 
 Alex Lofland, Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator, requested an amendment to the agenda to add  

New Business Item 6. a) Signature Cards for Y outh Bank Accounts. Amendments to the agenda were 
approved by consensus.  

 
Approval of Minutes 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the October 21, 2020 Council Meeting as 

presented. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss reviewed the financial reports. It was moved, seconded, and 

passed to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
 
Communications 
 Pastor Dennis noted that the 2021 Central States Synod Assembly has been scheduled for June 4-5, 2021. 

The Assembly will be offered online only - no in-person meetings will be held. Registrations will be 
available on the Central States Synod website (css-elca.org/assembly) in early February. 

 
Standing Committee Reports 
 PMA - John Dumler  noted that due to his r ecent bout with COVID-19, he had been restricted from 

any in-person activities. Kristine Mader commended John for the daily Advent devotionals he prepared 
and shared on social media. 

 Youth and Family Ministry - Alex Lofland reported on the Virtual Turkey Trot fundraiser held 
Thanksgiving week, Ash Wednesday Soup Supper preparations, and recent youth group activities. He 
also reported on an upcoming virtual training opportunity for Youth and Family Ministry staff. He and 
Audrey are considering attending this training. 

 Education - Kim Stoppel repor ted that the Education Committee met in November  and decided to 
continue Sunday School porch visits (in lieu of in-person Sunday School) through May, with some 
consideration for smaller group meetings (depending on local health status). Kim noted that the 
traditional Council treat bags will be distributed in conjunction with the last Sunday School porch visits. 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - No repor t. 
 Property - Nathan Ryan repor ted that the Proper ty Committee had been working with Cory Funk 

to begin upgrading internet access in the church. He reported on the status of the pew upholstery project 
and described the most recent issues (and solutions) with the elevator. Ryan mentioned that the Property 
Committee has been looking at options for snow removal. 

 Stewardship/Finance - Andrea Krauss asked that the Time and Talent sheets be tabulated, with any 
responses to serving on Council or Altar Guild be passed on to the Council as soon as possible. 

 Worship & Music/Technology - Kristine Mader reported that regular Saturday and Sunday attendance 
has been holding steady, and provided the most recent Christmas service reservation numbers. Kristine 
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described the plans for disinfecting the Sanctuary, entryways, hand rails, elevator, and bathrooms 
between Christmas services. Kristine also mentioned the possibility of needing volunteers to check 
attendees in as they arrive to each service. 

 Youth Groups - Sheryl Krug described the porch visit process Janella Eck had created for the 2x5s. 
 Cemetery - No report. 
 Pastor Dennis - Pastor explained that the insurance payment process for elevator repairs is not yet 

resolved, but he working with Church Mutual to finalize reimbursements to St. John. 
 
Executive Session 
 At 7:06 pm, Council President Blaine Maier stated that the Council would move to executive session to 

discuss non-elected personnel. At 8:35 pm it was moved, seconded and passed to end the executive 
session and proceed with the remainder of the agenda. 

 
Unfinished Business 
 The 2021 Budget was presented for a first reading, as the Council was unable to meet in November. 

Approval of the Budget was deferred until further review and will be presented for approval at the 
January 2021 Council Meeting. 

 The Bylaws were presented with edits in agreement with the Church Constitution. The updated Bylaws 
will be presented for approval at the February 2021 Council Meeting. 

 Three nominees were presented as Philanthropic Fund recipients. These nominees (St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Lake Charles, LA; Oaks Indian Mission in Oaks, OK; Russell County 4-H Development Fund) 
will be presented the Congregational Annual Meeting to be voted on for proportional disbursement of 
funds. The Council discussed modifying the award process to include only one local and one national 
entity in the future. Pastor Dennis will present revised guidelines for Council consideration at the January 
2021 Council Meeting. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve a Building Use Request by the Prairiesta Committee for 
May 31, 2021 through June 13, 2021. 
 

New Business  
 Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator Alex Lofland requested an update to the signature cards at the 

bank for the youth accounts. Each account will require two signatures for transactions. It was moved, 
seconded, and passed to accept Audrey Lofland, Janella Eck, Lizzy White, and John Dumler as signators  
on all 2x5s, Middle School Youth and High School Youth accounts.  

 
Adjournment 

 At 8:55 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 Next Executive meeting – Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 6:30 pm 

 Next Council meeting – Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at 6:30 pm 

 

Respectfully recorded by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary and Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder 

Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary. 

 



The 10:30 Worship Services on January 10, 24 and 31 will be broadcast on 

KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130. 
 

Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com. 
 

This outreach is made possible by various contributions. 

St. John Lutheran 
425 N. Main St. 

Russell KS 67665 
 

Phone: 785-483-5358 
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 
Website: stjohnrussell.com 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

Pastor Roger Dennis 
 785-445-4140 (h); 785-445-8065 (c) 
 pastor@ruraltel.net 
 

John Dumler, PMA 
 785-483-1382 (c)  
 pma@ruraltel.net 
 

Alex & Audrey Lofland, Youth & Family 
 Ministry Coordinators 
 785-324-0203 (c) 
 stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com  
 

Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper 
 sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net 
 

Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant 
 

Debora Kreutzer, Custodian 
 

Church Council 

 President—Blaine Maier 

 Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Secretary—Carol Fritz 

 Treasurer—Judy Albrecht 

 Education—Kim Stoppel 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish 

  Fellowship—Mary Ulrich 

 Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &  

  Richard Sieker 

 Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader 

 Youth—Kameron Schneider 

 Cemetery—Gaylon Walter 

Please submit address updates 
to the Church Office. 

 

If you would like your address 
removed from the mailing list,  

please let us know by 
phone, email or return mail.
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