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OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday through Friday 
8:00 am to 1:30 pm 

 
Please give address 
updates to the church 
office. If you would like 
your address removed 
from the mailing list, 
please let us know by 
phone, email or return 
mail. Thank you. 

St. John Lutheran 

Vacation Bible School 
 

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Monday through Friday, August 5-9 

5:30 to 8:30 pm 

 

All youth, Pre-K through 

Fifth Grade, are welcome 
(grade completed as of May 2019) 

 

See YELLOW insert for details 

and registration form!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lunch With Pastor 
Schedule Changes 

 
June, July and August   
schedules fill up quickly 
during the summer. Family 
vacations and special events 
have many of us on the go. 
 

To accommodate planned 
schedules (and allow for a 
brief respite) the Lunch With 
Pastor Study will take a short 
break during the summer 
months. 
 

Lunch With Pastor Study will 
not meet July 24, July 31,  
August 7 OR August 14.  
Lunch With Pastor Study will 
resume on Wednesday, 
August 21. 
 
If you are interested in learn-
ing more about the Lunch 
With Pastor Study, please 
contact the church office. 

Pastoral Perceptions 
~ July 2019 ~ 

 

By Pastor Roger Dennis 
 

 Many great stories, movies, and legends contain the theme 

of Good versus Evil. This also holds for the Scriptures. 

Although we do not awake each day asking ourselves “Should 

I be good or bad today?”, we both entertain a series of 

thoughts and encounters with others in which we answer the 

question in either our words or our deeds.  
 

 In some of these moments we are very aware of our intent. 

In many of these moments we are not aware. Consider the 

answer heard when we ask another, “Why did you do that?” 

The response is often “I don’t know!” Parents, particularly, 

seek to utilize such moments as a means to teach, instill, or 

affirm values and influence a belief system. Each of us want to 

be a good person and to be known as a good person. 
 

 What we have learned from those that study human 

behavior indicates people can change attitudes, perceptions, 

and behaviors. The same research also indicates it is both 

difficult and requires continuous practice. (Diet changes, 

anyone?) 
 

 The story of God (using Moses) to free and lead a people 

from oppression, slavery, etc. into the promised land contains 

most, if not all, the dynamics involved in such a change. The 

change is not only from one geographical place to another, but 

also involves a change in outlook, faith (from false gods to the 

One God) and the development of a new community with its 

inherent implications. 
 

 The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is another major 

change in the understanding of both God and ourselves. The 

teachings of Jesus both affirmed and challenged his followers 

to rethink and change their understanding about how to view 

others. 
 

 These are but a few of the reasons behind the 

encouragement to worship, read the Scriptures daily, and 
(Continued on page 3) 
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The third quarter 2019 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME 
devotionals (regular and 
large print) are available in 
the bookcase near the main 
Sanctuary entrance and the 
Information Center in front of 
the Chapel. 



Pastoral Care 
Schedule Changes 
 

 During the month of July, 
pastoral care will be available 
at St. John Lutheran with a 
somewhat modified schedule. 
 

 John Dumler will be out of 
the office from Monday, July 1 
through Saturday, July 6. 
 

 Pastor Dennis will be out of 
the office from Saturday, July 
20 through Sunday, July 28. 
 

 Please contact the Church 
Office for more information. 

Rev. Susan Candea elected Central States 

Synod Bishop during Synod Assembly 
 

 ELCA, JUNE 12, 2019—The Rev. Susan Candea, Overland Park, Kan., was elected 

June 8 to serve a six-year term as bishop of the Central States Synod of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
  

 The bishop-elect has served as assistant to the synod bishop since 2013 and director for 

evangelical mission since 2016. She served as pastor of King of Glory Lutheran Church in 

Loveland, Colo., from 2006 to 2013, as pastor of Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Topeka, 

Kan., from 1989 to 2006, and co-pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Wakeeney, Kan., 

from 1983 to 1989. 
 

 Candea received a Bachelor of Arts from California Lutheran University in Thousand 

Oaks in 1979, and a Master of Divinity from Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, 

Iowa, in 1983. She will be installed Oct. 20 at a location to be determined. 
 

 The Rev. Roger R. Gustafson has served as bishop since 2013 and will retire Aug. 31. 
 

 Pastor Dennis noted that Bishop-elect Candea preached at the St. John Lutheran 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation Service and emphasized that her initial call was in Western 

Kansas. 
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develop a discipline of prayer and reflection. Yes, we are 

constantly on the move. We are either  headed somewhere 

that we want to go (hopefully), or feeling frustrated that we are 

being driven by the demands of others (sometimes the result 

of our own previous decisions). 
 

 Please take the time to ground yourselves (be it in faith or in 

your relationships). Communication and reflection around the 

questions of “Why do I do what I do?”, and “What are those 

things that are most important to me (us)?” is essential to 

physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual health. Hopefully 

and prayerfully, as you engage in this process I’ll see you in 

worship. God bless! 

  — Pastor 

(Continued from page 2) 

Pastoral Perceptions, cont. 



Electronic Giving 
Provides Consistency 
 

 If you are unable to attend 

Church due to travel or other 

commitments, we encourage 

you to automate your regular 

donations. The church relies 

on the consistent financial 

support of the congregation 

and electronic giving offers an 

easy way to give on a 

recurring basis. 
 

 You can start or stop 

automated giving at any 

time—contact the Church Of-

fice for more information. 
 

 We thank you for your 

continued support. 

Offering Update 
 

 As Bishop Roger Gustafson remarked in a recent email, “It was a 

long, cold winter. Now that the weather is finally warming up it 

might be difficult to remember those days in January, February and 

March when it seems to snow every week. When it wasn’t snowing, 

it was icy. When it wasn’t either of those it was simply unbearably 

cold. School and offices routinely closed, and in many cases, Sunday 

and mid-week worship services were canceled. This happened week 

after week after week.” 
 

 What the Bishop observed about the impact of weather across 

Kansas and Missouri, has held true for St. John, as well. As with 

nearly all other worship communities, giving was down because 

people did not have the opportunity to attend worship and support 

the ministries of the church while expenses remained ongoing. Thus, 

we are asking you to help address this situation by reviewing your 

giving to St. John the last few months and considering whether you 

might be able to increase your weekly offerings this summer to help 

us cover the shortfall.  
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OUR PARISH RECORDS 
 

Worship Attendance 
 

 Date Wed Sat Early Late Total 

 June 2 n/a 41 40 77 158   
 June 9 n/a 37 34 49 120 
 June 16 n/a 43 42 64 149  
 June 23 n/a 36 38 66 140  

Offerings 
 

 June 2 ............... $4,168.25  
 June 9 ................. 3,529.00 
 June 16 ............... 4,009.25 
 June 23 ............... 2,766.00 
 Simply Giving ....... 210.00 

2019 Actual Income/Expenses 

January 1 through May 30 
 

 Income .................. $96,748.29 
 Expenses .............. 108,554.17 
  ($11,805.88) 



90th Birthday Reception  

for Earl Donaldson 
 

Saturday, July 20, 2019 
2:00 to 4:00 pm 

Lincoln Manor Common Area 
 

Cards may be sent to 
Earl Donaldson 
131 Cindy Drive 

Russell KS 67665 

Thanks for your patience! 
 

 Sheryl Krug started as 

the St. John Administrative 

Assistant on June 3. She is 

settling in nicely, but still 

having the occasional 

moments of confusion and 

chaos. Some would say she 

fits right in! 
 

 Sheryl states, “According 

to the African proverb, it 

takes a village to raise a 

child. I’m guessing it will take 

an entire congregation to 

get me fully trained!” 
 

 THANK YOU all for your 

patience as we transition 

with this new staff member. 

Thanks and Praise 
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 A heartfelt thank you to every at St. John for 
all of the cards and kind thoughts at the 
reception on Sunday, June 23. The framed 
canvas memory picture is very beautiful and we 
will treasure it always. 
 

 Thank you to everyone who provided the 
goodies for all to share and thank you to the 
Bell Choir and Agape Choir for the beautiful 
flowers and kind words during church service. 
 

 Even though we may be moving, St. John will hold a special place in 
our hearts. Thank you for being a part of our faith journey and allowing 
us to share and grow in our musical gifts. Your friendships will be held 
dear to us! 
 

 God’s Blessings!  
  Holly and Steven Lueth  M. Steven and Holly Lueth 
       202 E Watters 
       Bennington KS 67422 

Dear Members of St. John Lutheran 
Congregation, 
 

 My name is Brantley Stoppel. I have been 
in many of your prayers since February 4. I 
was born weighting less than 2 pounds and 
very sick. I am now home and off oxygen and 
growing and changing every day! My  
doctor says I am doing fine and I now weigh 
NINE pounds and FIVE ounces!! 
 

 I want to say a BIG “Thank You!” to each 
and every one of you for your prayers and 
concern. Without your requests going up to 
God, I would not be doing as well as I am. You 
are the reason I am happy and home with my 
family! 
 

 Thank you for your kind hearts and  
compassion for me and my family. When I 
get old enough, I will be praying for each of 
you too, because that is what a church family 
does. 

 

 Thank you for being my church family! Love, 
 

  Brantley 



 

Searching for RAOC 

Lay Designate 
 

At the most recent Council 
Meeting, Pastor Dennis 
noted that in the past, St. 
John Lutheran Church had 
a lay person representative 
on the Russell Association 
Of Churches (RAOC). Lay 
representation assists with 
the continuity of various 
RAOC programs, including 
the Russell Cares Walk and 
the Lenten Luncheon 
Series. 
 

If you are interested in  
volunteering to help keep 
St. John present in the 
community by serving as 
the Lay Designate on 
RAOC, contact Pastor 
Dennis.  
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St. John Women of the ELCA 
St. John Women in Fellowship 

 

WELCA Meeting       WIF Meeting 
Thursday, September 5      Stay tuned for more information! 
9:00 am—Breakfast at McDonalds 
9:45 am—Business meeting at St. John 
Leader: Judy Holmes 

 

Serving God and Others 

NOW ACCEPTING DONATIONS 
of gently used and new clothing and shoes for 

students Pre-K through High School 
 

Donations may be placed in the boxes 
in the Basement Hallway 

at St. John Lutheran (425 N. Main, Russell) 
 

Monetary donations are also accepted 
and will be used to purchase new socks and  

undergarments for each student 
 
The Back To School Clothing Giveaway will be held in the 
Parish Hall on Thursday, August 15 and Friday, August 16. 
Volunteers are needed before the Giveaway to assist with 
sorting and set-up, as well as during the event. 
 
If you would like to volunteer your time, please contact  
Tammy Krug (785-483-0534) or Betty Funk (785-483-4172). 



 

Ad Astra 
Music Festival 

 

Dear Love 
 

Friday, July 12 
7:30 to 8:30 pm 

St. John Lutheran 

 
 
Kicking off this year’s Ad Astra 
Music Festival, three choirs join 
forces to sing works of various 
styles on love. 
 
Corie Brown will spend three 
days in rehearsals and 
workshops with our High 
School Honor Choir. 
 
Alex Underwood will prepare 
the annual Russell Community 
Choir and spend the week with 
the professional Ad Astra 
Chamber Choir.  
 
This concert is a celebration of 
love songs in the choral canon, 
including Brahms’ Liebeslieder 
Walzer and Libby Larsen’s Love 
Songs. 
 
Visit adastramusicfestival.org 
for more information or to 
purchase tickets. 

PMA Notes 

~ July 2019 ~ 
 

By John Dumler, PMA 
 

 It all began this year with a blank canvas and we would paint a 

mural for our Synod assembly… Baptized into hope! 
 

 Again this was well attended if only because we were to elect a 

new Bishop. I believed that it would be a process, this ecumenical 

ballot! I know that we were indeed led, but where we were going 

was not necessarily where the Synod was leading. Bishop Roger 

Gustafson had led us and brought healing (in my opinion) as we 

were moving forward.  
 

 As most know by now we have a new Bishop - Susan Candea. 

With that let us join her in the work of the church, let us embrace 

the expression “God’s Work, Our Hands”. We walk in our Savior 

every day to the end, proclaiming the Good News. As we move 

forward, let us joyfully accept Bishop-Elect Candea as our guide 

through our journey. Let us help her as we can, pray for her and 

for the wider church, as well. 
 

 So many ideas and a renewed spirit will reignite the excitement 

of our Synod. I talked with many who are working with the Spirit 

and doing great work. We are the same! Hopefully we will work to 

be a greater light in the community for others who are looking, and 

we hope to be present in their needs. 
 

 I heard a new term—VITAL LEARNING. The presentation by 

Dr. Rich Melheim—“A crash course in the neurology of vital 

teaching/preaching/reaching”—included a revisit to the Faith 5 

program we have used here at St. John. I hope to share some of 

the information I gathered from Dr. Melheim with the St. John 

Education Committee. 
 

 As I revisited one passage in the bible, I discovered it had much 

more of an impact than I might have realized in the past. I would 

suggest reading Philippians 4 to get an understanding of our work 

in our church, our community and the world. We may be most fa-

miliar with Verse 13: I can do all things in Christ who gives me 

strength. Knowing that he is always with us in the Pentecost 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH 
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 We are well aware of the 
healing stories in the Scriptures. 
Scripture refers to the laying on 
of hands 24 times - in both the 
Old and New Testament. While I 
suspect many “Lutherans” 
would more associate laying on 
of hands, anointing with oil, and 

healing with other denominations, healing has a deep history in the 
Lutheran tradition. One reason for this perception may be that the 
healing service was included in Lutheran hymnals for years. 
 In 1982, the healing service appeared in “Occasional Services”. 
The word “occasional” is an apt title. Our weekly worship service 
involves healing. We come with troubled minds and hearts and 
receive forgiveness while hearing words that we are loved and not 
alone. The medical profession acknowledges that the release and 
lowering of stress plays a role in the healing of both body and mind. 
 Luther, in his days of teaching and in his writings, often 
encouraged people not to “refrain or neglect” participation in the 
sacraments. Luther in a sermon wrote that the three significant 
sacraments a person should receive are “sincere confession, the 
holy and true body and blood of Christ” and “the Unction” (anointing). 
[Luther would later change his mind, writing that the Unction should 
not be considered a sacrament, but stressed its use in rites of 
healing and health.] 
 St. John Lutheran offers Healing Services at 12:10 and 6:00 pm 
every Monday. Services last approximately 15 minutes. Everyone is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 



Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN 
THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD 
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Baptized Into Christ 
 

Everson Charles Johnson 
 

son of Eddie & 
Kelli (Gudenkauf) Johnson 

on June 30, 2019 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Sympathies and 
God’s Comfort 

to the family and friends of  
 

Jan Bachar 
Catherine Holland 



Season and that the Spirit pushes us to move onward let us 

provide Bishop-Elect Candea with our support and guidance. 
 

 Our mission in hope is that we are baptized into faith and 

we know God’s vitality is indeed in us. Let us strive to grow in 

those things that are uniquely St. John—let us continue to 

Worship, Witness, Learn, Serve and Support! 
 

 We begin Pentecost with a new bishop-elect, preparing 

for our children in the fall, continuing a journey begun and 

painting a new mural! We will paint a beautiful mural of 

proclaiming, helping, teaching, and loving within our church 

and community. We are on the move—let us give our Glory 

to God! 
 

 Within the context of PMA, I have been able to assist with 

home communion, and nursing home and hospital visits. As 

always, I am thankful to our Church for allowing me to be a 

part of this faith community. 

     — John Dumler 

(Continued from page 7) 
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St. John Lutheran Youth & Family 

PMA Notes, cont. 

LYA 
 

 LYA will not meet hold weekly 
meetings during the summer 
months, but please note the up-
coming events: 
 

 July 14:  Wilson Lake Day - help 
  with church service then 
  enjoy a day at the lake 
 

 August 5-9: Help with VBS 
 

 August 11: Day trip to 
  Kenwood Cove 
 

Come enjoy the fun! 
 

Regular LYA activities will 
resume in the fall. 

VBS - Who Is My Neighbor? 
 

August 5-9, 2019 
 

 Vacation Bible School will be held 
August 5-9, from 5:30-8:30 pm with a light 
supper provided. VBS will conclude at the 
6:00 pm church service on August 10. All children (Pre-K through 
Fifth Grade as of May 2019) are invited to attend. Please complete 
and submit a registration form as soon as possible to help with meal 
planning. Registrations are available in the church office and on the 
table across from the Chapel. 
 

 Volunteers are needed to ensure a successful VBS program. If you 
are able to donate food or help in the kitchen during supper service 
(August 5-9), please contact the church office. If you are able to 
volunteer your time as a VBS helper, please contact Julie Counts, 
VBS Coordinator (785-483-8563). 

NOTES: 
 

 2x5s will not meet during the 
summer months. Activities will 
resume in the fall. 

 

 Family Church will not meet during 
the summer months. Services will 
resume in the fall. We encourage 
your family to attend Saturday or 
Sunday services. 

 

 To register for Camp Tomah 
Shinga (or for more information), 
visit www.tomahshinga.com  

 

 Recipients of the Mai Family 
Scholarship and Earlin Nuss 
Scholarship (or their representa-
tive) are required to attend the 
10:30 worship service on July 28 to 
accept the award  

 

Find us on Facebook -  
St. John Lutheran Youth 

and Family Ministries 



Happy 
Anniversary 
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July Birthdays 



The 10:30 Worship Services on July 14 and 28 will be broadcast on 

KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130. 
 

Sunday Services are streamed at www.stjohnrussell.com. 
 

This outreach is made possible by various contributions. 

St. John Lutheran 
425 N. Main St. 

Russell KS 67665 
 

Phone: 785-483-5358 
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 
Website: stjohnrussell.com 

 

Pastor Roger Dennis 
785-445-4140 (h) 
785-445-8065 (c) 

pastor@ruraltel.net 
 

John Dumler, PMA 
785-483-1382 (c)  
pma@ruraltel.net 

 

Audrey Lofland, Family Ministry 
audrey.lofland@gmail.com 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Sheryl Krug 

 

Bookkeeper 
Terri Walker 

 

Custodian 
Debora Kreutzer 

 

Church Council 
 President—Blaine Maier 
 Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss 
 Treasurer—Judy Albrecht 
 Secretary—Terri Walker 
 Education—Kim Stoppel 
 Evangelism/Social Ministry/ 
  Parish Fellowship—Kim Ginther &  
  Mary Ulrich 
 Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &  
  Richard Sieker 
 Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss 
 WorshipMusic/Technology— Jim Dumler &  
  Kristy Mader 
 Youth—Kameron Schneider 
 Cemetery—Mark Popp 

Please give address updates 
to the Church Office. 

 

If you would like your address 
removed from the mailing list, 

please let us know by 
phone, email or return mail.
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday through Friday 
8:00 am to 1:30 pm

ADDRESS SERVICE 

REQUESTED 



VBS Registration/Flyer 



SUNDAYS (8:15 and 10:00 AM) 
 

GREETERS (10:30 Service): 
 7 Deloris Janne (North door) 
  Dean & Betty Boxberger (South door) 
 14 Judy Holmes (North door) 
  Virginia Scott (South door) 
 21 Gerald & Mary Mai (North door) 
  Judy Driscoll (South door) 
 28 Mike & Diane Waymaster (North door) 
  Ron & Ginger Tittel (South door) 
 

GREETER/USHER (8:15 Service): 
 7 Sheryl Krug 
 14 Kristy Mader  
 21 Bob & Judy Albrecht 
 28 Sheryl Krug  
 

USHER (10:30 Service): 
 To volunteer as an Usher for the 10:30 Service, please  
 contact the Church Office. 
 

SOUND SYSTEM (10:30 Service): 
 To volunteer to operate the sound system for the 
 10:30 Service, please contact the Church Office. 
 

ACOLYTES (10:30 Service): 
 7 Angelina & Anthony Bonaccorso 
 14 Dax Irvin, Aaron Weigel 
 21 Lucian Karst, Charlie Krug 
 28 Alex Krug, Emma Peerman 
 

LECTOR: 
 7 Sheryl Krug (8:15) 
  Judy Holmes (10:30) 
 14 Gordon Kraich (8:15) 
  Diane Waymaster (10:30) 
 21 Bob Albrecht (8:15) 
  Sheryl Krug (10:30) 
 28 Sheryl Krug (8:15) 
  Ruth Keil (10:30) 
 

LITURGIST (10:30 Service): 
 7 Blaine Maier 
 14 Blaine Maier 
 21 Kim Stoppel 
 28 Kim Stoppel 
 

ORGANIST: 
 7 Steve Lueth 
 14 Steve Lueth 
 21 Curtis Sander 
 28 Sandy Krug 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 
 Janet Peerman (Chair), Jeannine Byers-Long, 
 Carol Fritz, Teresa Hilbrink, Annette Stierlen 

July Worship Assistants 

Newsletter Deadline: 

Friday, July 19 

SATURDAYS (6:00 PM) 
 

GREETER/USHER: 
 6 Glenn Gideon 
 13 Shirley Krug 
 20 Bob & Elaine Voos 
 27 Dean & Betty Boxberger 
 

READER: 
 6 Mary Ulrich 
 13 Christine Maier 
 20 Jeannine Byers-Long 
 27 Wayne Ulrich 
 

SONG LEADER: 
 7 John Dumler 
 14 John Dumler 
 21 DJ Klema 
 28 DJ Klema 
 

MUSICIAN: 
 6 Peggy Anschutz 
 13 Margaret Walter 
 20 Glenda Phillips 
 27 Curtis Sander 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS (JULY 13 & 27): 
 Altar Guild 

EVANGELISM 
 

BULLETIN DELIVERY: 
 5 Ramona Luebbers 
 12 Christine Maier 
 19 Carol Prester 
 26 Mona Grady 
 

VISITATION: 
 Kay Dinkel 


