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the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT

July 2020
REMINDERS
In-Person Services have
resumed under the following
conditions:
 Masks are required for
those two years of age
and older.
 Social distancing (six feet
separation, etc.) will be
observed during arrival
and exit, and in seating.
 Offering plates will be
present at the Sanctuary
entrance.
 All hymnals, Bibles,
pencil, and pew cards
have been removed
 The altar rail will not be
used during Communion.
Curbside Communion is
offered each Sunday from
8:15 to 10:15 am at the
southeast entrance

(weather permitting).

Pastoral Perceptions
July 2020
By Pastor Roger Dennis
“Small lights have a way of being seen in a dark world,”
wrote Neal A. Maxwell, an American educator and religious
leader. In the midst of this challenging time, I write to say thank
you to the people of St. John. Between those of you involved
in creating, planning, and carrying out the porch visits,
preparing and delivering food and sweets, making telephone
calls, making service available in a new way (Facebook),
creating and providing face masks, and in so many other
ways, people are being remembered, touched, and Christ is
being served.
The effort is touching all ages from our Sunday School
children to those approaching the century mark. From the
posts sent to us (and some shared on the church website) of
children enjoying their activities provided in porch visits, and
the numerous thank you notes that St. John has received
speaks volumes.
Thank you to those of you who have continued to send in
your financial support of the ministry of St. John. You have
been amazing. Not only does your giving allow the church to
meet its financial obligations, your giving has done even more
than you may realize. Like you, St. John shares a portion of
what it receives to support the ministries of the Central States
(Continued on page 2)
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Synod, and the ELCA. Many people believe that the benevolence we send monthly only
pays for the salaries of Bishops and their staffs. Not so!
For example, your giving allows Camp Tomah Shinga, new mission starts, and churches
in financially challenged areas to continue their ministries to serve and proclaim Christ.
Hospitals, the church seminaries that prepare people for ministry and lay leadership, the
Navajo church (which St. John has supported in many ways through the years) can offer
schooling, medical treatment, and food because of your giving.
So, thank you one and all. We are but one of many congregations and our willingness to
create and share the “light of Christ’s compassion”.
~ Pastor

Thanks and Praise
Congratulations to Ben and Cassidy (Ruggels) Miller on the arrival of their first child,
Hazel Jo, on June 19. She weighed 7 pounds, 15.5 ounces and measured 20 inches.
Congratulations and blessings to the Millers (and Grandma Deena and Grandpa Vance!).

The time, talent and loving support from the soft, beautiful
blue and teal shawl comfort me in lonely times.
~ Katrin Kolder

Dear St. John Lutheran Church,
I want to thank you for your prayers during my gallbladder and kidney
surgeries. God has blessed me with loving and caring people in my life. Thank
you for your friendship and concern for me.
~ Alan Steinle

I have enjoyed the Sunday services from home. A big thank you for all the people
that made this possible. Pastor Dennis and John - Job Well Done. Also a big Thank
You to Sandy for the music.
~ JoAnn Kilian
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PMA Notes ~ June 2020
By John Dumler, PMA
Grace and Peace… when Pastor or I are ready to preach, we usually start with this. We, in this
world, are anything but offering this grace and peace as we should. As a community we are
struggling and speaking to others about all of the turmoil in today’s world. I have been taking some
continuing education classes and we talk about how we live in today’s world.
If you look at the opportunities available for Russell, Kansas to make a statement of who we are
and how we embrace others, it is still unclear. There have been prayer services on Main Street
offered by some of the community churches and also a rally as well. Even in the midst of these
functions - there were rumors and negative responses. This is just an observation by a common
person.
In one of my PMA classes, someone made a statement about reality and the language of
discomfort. This led to a statement of what “church” should be and what our sermons might be like.
Although the discussion was difficult for me to hear, what came out of it was to proclaim truth. So
Saturday I tried it. How did it work? I don’t know!
What did Jesus through his preaching actually do? Did he give us comforting words and tell us
we are doing the best we could? Not so much! If you really look at how Jesus spoke, he was mostly
speaking not to comfort but to the provoke! Not to talk about the happy, fuzzy feelings.
During class one statement rang out: “Churches should in some ways preach to “afflicting the
comfortable and to comforting the afflicted”. These are words that make us think of what we are as
Christians, Lutherans and members of St. John Lutheran Church. We were asked what a church free
of any thoughts of pushing people away would like. What would the faith statement of that church
look like? My response in class, and to you, is as follows:
As children of our Father we are called to be sisters and brothers in Christ! We are made up of all
people, from powerless to powerful; open and embracing of all people of all thoughts and
ethnicities; open and embracing of all people! We are called to embrace the word of God and to
embrace Christ as he embraced his enemies as well as friends and family! Open to all! Loving and
caring to all people. Reaching out to all who have need of advocacy. Come one, come all and know
that we are ALL loved!
I have helped with in-person worship, curbside communion, and Sunday services at Wheatland.
I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve St. John and our community!
~ John
July 2020
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Summer Worship Assistants
Several spots are still open for Worship Assistants at the 10:30 Sunday Services in July and
August. Volunteers are needed to serve as Usher/Guide and Liturgist/Lector. If you are interested, or
need more information, please contact the church office.
Although the 6:00 Saturday and 8:15 Sunday Services do not need Worship Assistants at this
time, volunteers may be needed as attendance increases.
If you are unable to assist on the assigned date, please secure a substitute and notify the church
office as soon as possible.

Usher/Guide (10:30 Sunday Services):
July 5 .......
July 12 ..... Jim Dumler
July 19 .....
July 26 ..... Jim Dumler
Liturgist/Lector (10:30 Sunday Services):
July 5 ....... Aubrey Larson
July 12 ..... Kim Stoppel
July 19 ..... Judy Holmes
July 26 ..... Ruth Keil
Bulletin Delivery:
July 2 ....... Ramona Luebbers
July 10 ..... Carol Fritz
July 17 ..... Carol Prester
July 24 ..... Mona Grady
July 31 ..... Dick & Georganna McCrary
July Altar Guild:
Mary Ulrich, Chair
Carol Fritz
Teresa Hilbrink
Annette Stierlen
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Usher/Guide (10:30 Sunday Services):
August 2 ......
August 9 ......
August 16 .... Nathan Ryan
August 23 ....
August 30 .... Carol Fritz
Liturgist/Lector (10:30 Sunday Services):
August 2 ...... Kim Stoppel
August 9 ......
August 16 ....
August 23 ....
August 30 ....
Bulletin Delivery:
August 7 ...... Olson Family
August 14 .... Allen & Margaret Finkbeiner
August 21 .... Gerald Stoppel
August 28 .... Darold & Corine Gideon
August Altar Guild:
Deb Karst, Chair
Connie Dumler
Courtney Krug
Crecia Reeves
Samantha Schwien
July 2020

Heart2Home Projects:
Keeping People Connected
The Lend a Hand project, created in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, has a
new name and an expanded mission - the Heart2Home project now encompasses a
variety of activities that keep the St. John Family connected with people of all ages.
St. John has reached out to our church family and others in the community.


Heart2Home Porch Visits
 Spiritual Nutrition - Weekly porch visits to approximately twenty individuals and couples (following all
social distancing guidelines) provide a shelf stable entrée, fresh baked bread, and an occasional treat!
Devotional books, newsletters, cloth masks, and more are also included. This ministry has been
overwhelmingly successful, with participant and volunteer numbers growing weekly.
 SS/VBS - Bi-weekly activity bags have been delivered to all St. John Sunday School students through
porch visits. The Education Committee provided cloth masks to all students before in-person services
resumed. Starting in July, Vacation Bible School will take over the bags and deliveries, allowing all students
from pre-school through 5th grade the opportunity to participate in the “virtual” VBS program - Great Big
Beautiful World.



Community and Donor Thank Yous
 St. John has delivered treats and thank yous to care center staff, EMS staff, the Russell County Health
Department, Dispatch, and Angels Care Home Health. Thank you baskets were delivered to several
individuals who made donations directly to the H2H project.



Care Center Residents
 The Care Center Resident Outreach started in December 2019, and has continued monthly since March.
Prayer stones, baked goodies, ornaments, and more have been delivered to the care center residents
along with notes written by St. John members.



Intergenerational Pen Pal Project
 This project will match St. John Youth with seniors (and nearly seniors) in care centers, as well as the
congregation. The response from the seniors has been wonderful, but we are still looking for additional
youth registrations. Pen pal matches will be made in July and starter kits will be distributed to all
participants soon after.

At this time, St. John has incurred minimal expenses covered by Sunday School and VBS budgets, and additional
expenses have been covered by donations and Thrivent Financial grants. There are several ways to support this
ministry, and allow St. John to stay connected!





Pray - Pray for those involved in each project, both participants and volunteers
Volunteer - “Route Drivers” are needed to make porch visits (Spiritual Nutrition - weekly, SS/VBS - bi-weekly in
July and then daily the first week of August). Approximately 20 servings of weather appropriate desserts (nothing
“melty”) or fruit are needed each week for Spiritual Nutrition. Handwritten notes are needed for care center
residents (note paper provided).
Donate - Pint jars, garden produce, meat (beef, pork, chicken, or turkey) for Spiritual Nutrition entrees; VBS craft
and snack supplies; blank note cards; pen pal kit supplies; monetary donations to purchase materials not
received through donations.

If you are able to help in any way, please contact the church office. Donation lists (VBS crafts and snacks; Pen Pal
Kit supplies) will be available soon - these lists will be included in weekly bulletins, and available on the St. John website
as soon as they are available. Your blessings continue to bless others - thank you for allowing St. John to stay
connected!
July 2020
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Scholarship Presentations
Applications for the Mai Family Scholarship
and the Earlin Nuss Memorial Scholarship for
the 2020-2021 school year are due in the
church office July 1.
The award presentation has been
tentatively scheduled for the 10:30 am service
on Sunday, July 26. Scholarship recipients (or
their representative) must be in attendance at
this service to receive the award. Details will
be shared as soon as they are available.

Sunday School Teachers
in Short Supply
The Education Committee is looking for
individuals to serve as Sunday School Teachers
for the upcoming Sunday School year.
The curriculum will be provided, so planning
and preparation would be minimal. Team
teaching is also under consideration, so your
commitment might be only one or two Sundays
each month.
In addition to Sunday School Teachers, the
Education Committee is also searching for Youth
Group Leaders and Assistants for the 2x5s,
Middle School Youth and High School Youth.
If you are interested in volunteering, please
contact the church office as soon as possible.

Vacation Bible School
coming SOON!!
Great Big Beautiful World program materials
and projects will be distributed through porch
visits starting in July. All St. John Sunday School
students from preschool through 5th Grade (as
of May 2020) will be included in the VBS porch
visits. If your child was not enrolled in Sunday
School last year, but would like to participate in
virtual VBS, please contact the church office.
Plans are also underway for a summer
devotional project for the older St. John
students (6th grade through high school). This
project will also be delivered via porch visits.

Pen Pal Project
Needs YOUth
The Intergenerational Pen Pal Project is
searching for participants from the “younger
generation”. Fourteen care center residents,
employees and other seniors (or nearly
seniors) have registered to participate, but
only seven St. John youth have registered.
Matches will be made by mid-July and
Starter Kits will be distributed to all participants
(kits will include stickers, colored pens/pencils,
envelopes, stamps, etc.).
For more information, please contact the
church office.

The 2020 Back-to-School Giveaway will NOT be held this August.
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Easter Lilies and Candles
Although in-person services were not held, Easter lilies were planned in memory of and
in honor of loved ones and to the Glory of God.


To the Glory of God



In memory of and in honor of all our service men and women near and far - thank you for all your service



In memory of Tom & Marcia Krauss by Tom, Andrea, and Katherine Krauss



In memory of Violet F. Karst by Grandparents Steve & Deb Karst and her Brother Lucien Karst



In memory of our parents Albert & Mollie Krug and Joe & Georgia Fortney by Morris & Barbara Krug



In memory of Leonard & Fern Major; Walter Jack; and Audie Karst by Steve & Deb Karst and Families



In memory of Robert & Marlene Krug by Daniel & Linda Krug



In memory of Willie Gideon by Glenn Gideon; Donna Bauer and Family; Keith & Doris Jackson and Family;
and Brad & Cheryl Prester and Family



In memory of Gary Prester by Carol Prester; Brad & Cheryl Prester & Family; and Debra Spoonemore &
Family



In memory of Waldean & Helen Schwien by their loving Family



In memory of Dell, Anna, Sam, Louise, Steven, and Frank Klema by Dick & Georganna McCrary



In memory of our parents Herman & Helen and Bob & Eleanor; our sister Elaine Golightley; our
brother Clyde Munk; our niece Megan; our nephew Bill; our sister-in-law Willie Gideon; Aunts,
Uncles and all our Relatives and Friends by Darold, Corine & Families

Easter Candles for the Sanctuary and Chapel windows were sponsored in memory of and in honor of loved
ones and to the Glory of God.


In memory of our Parents and in honor of our Children and Grandchildren by Dean & Betty Boxberger



In memory of Joshua Bachar by his loving Family



In memory of Tillman & Wilma Krug by Twyla & Dale Ehrlich; Tori, Roy & Halle Hall; and Tami Ehrlich



In memory of Fred, Amelia, R. R., Hannah, Rose, Vera, Harvey and Richard Krug by Jim & Marlene
Mighell and Rayna & Trevis Tonne



In memory of Floss, Roger & Marge Mighell by Jim & Marlene Mighell and Rayna & Trevis Tonne



In memory of Melvin Flegler by his loving Family



In memory of Ivan & Loretta Holt by their loving Family



In memory of Donald H. Krug by his loving Family



In memory of Ronald Krug by Shirley Krug; Stephanie & Randy Hutchinson; Steve & Connie Krug; Randy &
Cathy Krug; and Grandchildren

July 2020
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF

Care Center Residents
Homestead

Main Street Manor

Wheatland

If you (or a family member) would like to be listed in this section of the announcements,
please contact the church office. No one will be listed without permission.
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD

God Bless
our Troops
OUR PARISH RECORDS
Worship Attendance
Date
June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28 *

Sat
12
10
13

Offerings
Early
24
20
23

Late
29
25
36

Total
65
55
72

May 31 ................ $5,449.00
June 7 .................. 6,820.40
June 14 ................ 3,915.40
June 21 ................ 1,935.00
June 28 *
Curbside Communion

May 31 .................... 74
June 7 ......................... 9
June 14 ....................... 9
June 21 ....................... 9
June 28 *
July 2020

*information not available at time of publication
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St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting
June 17, 2020
Voting Members Present: Pastor Roger Dennis, Judy Albrecht, Jim Dumler, Carol Fritz, Andrea Krauss,
Kristine Mader, Blaine Maier, Nathan Ryan, Richard Sieker, Kim Stoppel
Others Present: Judy Holmes, Sheryl Krug, Audrey Lofland
Absent: Kameron Schneider, Mary Ulrich, Gaylon Walter
Invocation / Call to Order
Council President Maier called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm. Pastor Roger Dennis led the Council
members in prayer.
Amendments to Agenda
By consensus, the Standing Committee Reports item were moved from late in the agenda to immediately
following Call to Order/Roll items. Two items were added to New Business by consensus.
Approval of Minutes
It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the May 20, 2020 Council Meeting as
presented.
Treasurer’s Report
Council Vice President Krauss reviewed the financial reports. It was moved, seconded, and passed to
approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.

Standing Committee Reports












PMA - Wr itten r epor t included in Council packet
Youth and Family Ministry - Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator Audrey Lofland reviewed the
written report in the Council packet.
Education - Kim Stoppel noted that Vacation Bible School will be pr esented in a “virtual” format
(porch visits, online, etc.). She asked that Council members encourage youth participation in the
Intergenerational Pen Pal Project, and noted there is a shortage of Sunday School teachers for the
upcoming year. Stoppel explained that the Education Committee would like St. John’s internet presence
(website and social media) be updated to enhance VBS, Sunday School, Youth Groups and other
congregational activities.
Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - No r epor t
Property - Nathan Ryan updated the Council on pending pr ojects.
Stewardship/Finance - Council Vice President Andrea Krauss reported that there are new procedures for
securing the offering prior to counting.
Worship & Music/Technology - Kristine Mader asked Council members to volunteer as worship
assistants during the summer. She expanded on Kim Stoppel’s report about the internet presence, noting
that although some changes may be made on the existing site, a redesigned site may be better in the long
run. Mader also recommended the Council consider creating an Internet Technology (IT) team or
department in the future. By consensus, the Council asked Mader to work with a small team to make
changes to the current site. Council Vice President Andrea Krauss requested any site redesign be handled
by a professional, and presented to the Council for approval.
Youth Groups - No report.
Cemetery - No report.
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Pastor Dennis - Pastor Dennis reported that he has contacted Church Mutual regarding congregational
participation in singing at in-person services. He noted hospitals have begun to relax restrictions, and he
was able to make one out-of-town hospital visit.
Unfinished Business





Council Vice President Andrea Krauss asked that Council members review the draft Constitution
presented by Pastor Dennis at the May meeting, and be ready to take action at the July meeting. She noted
the Council would need to look closely at Sections 10-13. Council President Blaine Maier encouraged
attendance at the July meeting, noting the meeting will focus primarily on the Constitution and may take
longer than usual.
Custodial staffing was discussed, reviewing monthly occupancy costs and essential custodial duties. It
was moved, seconded, and passed to reduce the custodial position to 20 hours per week at the regular
hourly rate effective July 1, with any additional hours approved by Pastor and Council President.
New Business






Council Vice President Andrea Krauss recommended that St. John assess the preschool a facility usage
transfer that more accurately reflects actual costs (per monthly occupancy cost data). She also reported
that the incoming preschool administrator had requested permission to repaint a portion of the preschool
rooms (excluding the mural). It was moved, seconded, and passed to assess the preschool a facility usage
transfer of $100.00 per month and to split painting costs evenly between the preschool and the property
committee.
Council President Blaine Maier presented the bid to reupholster the pew cushions in the choir loft,
balcony, hallways, and parish hall. It was moved, seconded, and passed to table the motion.
A Building Use request was presented for use of the parish hall on Sunday, August 1 from noon to 5 pm
for Kayla DeWald’s Bridal Shower. By consensus, the matter was moved to follow the Discussion
agenda item.
Discussion





Council Vice President Andrea Krauss asked the full Council to consider recommendations from the
Executive Committee regarding St. John policy and procedures for parish hall use during the pandemic.
After discussion, it was moved, seconded, and passed to develop specific procedures and requirements for
funeral dinners to be implemented during the COVID pandemic. Pastor Dennis will form a team to
develop the procedures. After additional discussion, it was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the
DeWald’s Building Use request once the Building Use Agreement is modified to include liability
statements as directed by Church Mutual.
By consensus, it was decided to cancel the Back-To-School Giveaway. A spring giveaway was briefly
discussed.
Adjournment
At 6:39 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Executive meeting – Thursday, July 9
Next Council meeting – Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at 5:15 pm

Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary
Recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder
July 2020
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Pastor Roger Dennis
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John Dumler, PMA
785-483-1382 (c)
pma@ruraltel.net
Alex & Audrey Lofland, Youth & Family
Ministry Coordinators
785-324-0203 (c)
stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com
Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper
sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net
Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant

Debora Kreutzer, Custodian
Church Council
President—Blaine Maier
Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss
Treasurer—Judy Albrecht
Education—Kim Stoppel
Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish
Fellowship—Mary Ulrich
Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &
Richard Sieker
Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss
Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader
Youth—Kameron Schneider
Cemetery—Gaylon Walter
The 10:30 Worship Services on July 12 and 26 will be broadcast on
KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130.
Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com.

This outreach is made possible by various contributions.

