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the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT

March
2022

Lent, Holy Week, and
Easter Schedules
Mid Week Lenten Services
Wednesdays
Mar 9 through Apr 6
7:00 pm
___________________________________________

Newsletter Highlights

Teri Talk ..................................... 3
Pastor’s Calendar ...................... 5
Transitional Leadership
Team Update ........................ 7
PMA Notes................................. 8
Youth News ............................. 10
Our Parish Records and
Anniversaries ...................... 12
Birthdays .................................. 13
Congregational Tidbits ............. 14
March Worship Assistants ....... 16
February Council Minutes ........ 17

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
8:30 am to 1:30 pm

Russell County Association of Churches
Lenten Luncheons
All RCAOC Luncheons begin at noon.
Everyone is welcome to attend
for lunch and a Lenten meditation.
March 9
March 16
March 23
March 30
April 6

Otterbein United Methodist Church
Trinity United Methodist Church
St. Mary Queen of Angels
St. John Lutheran Church
United Emmanuel Lutheran Church
(Milberger)

April 13 (Holy Wednesday) is the traditional Men’s
Lenten Luncheon at First Congregational Church
___________________________________________

Bible Study

1:00 pm Thursdays ~ Parish Hall ~ beginning March 3
___________________________________________
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday celebrated at all services April 9 and 10
(the Children’s Donkey Processional will be
presented at the 10:30 service)

Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion

Thursday, April 14 ~ 7:00 pm ~ Special Music: Agape Choir

RCAOC Community Good Friday Service

Friday, April 15 ~ noon ~ location to be determined

Good Friday Service

Friday, April 15 ~ 7:00 pm ~ Special Music: Agape Choir
___________________________________________

Easter Vigil

Saturday, April 16 ~ 6:00 pm ~ Chapel

Easter Sunday

Easter Sunrise Service ~ 7:00 am
Special Music: St. John Ringers and Agape Choir
Easter Breakfast hosted by St. John Youth ~ 8:00 am ~ Parish Hall
Sunday School and Confirmation ~ 9:15 am
Easter Service ~ 10:30 am
Special Music: St. John Ringers and Agape Choir

Honoring Others at Easter with Lilies and Candles
Easter Lilies and Candles forms are available to pick up on the main bulletin board
or in the office. Donations or sponsorships may be presented in memory or in honor of a
loved one, or to the glory of God.
Donated lilies may be delivered or brought to St. John no earlier than Friday, April
15 (Good Friday). Lilies may be picked up beginning Monday, April 18. Lilies remaining
after April 22 will be discarded.
Candle sponsorships are limited to 20. Sponsorships are offered on a first come,
first served basis. Each sponsorship is $20 and may be paid in the church office.
To be included in the Easter weekend bulletins, completed forms must be returned
to the church office no later than Monday, April 11.
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Teri Talk - March 2022
Overview of the Season of Lent and Worship Practices
About the Season of Lent:1
Definition: Lent is the forty-day season (excluding Sundays) of penitence and
preparation for the Three Days of Holy Week and Easter.
A Very Brief History:
The term “Lent” originally comes from the Anglo-Saxon word “lencten” which
means “spring.” This is the time, in the Northern Hemisphere, when the days are
lengthening. The season began as period of fasting leading up to the Vigil of Easter.
Catechumens, those preparing for baptism at Easter, would fast and spend days in
intense preparation. For those that were already baptized, Lent was a period to be
renewed in their faith by studying the Bible, the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.
Although it was originally only a two-day period of preparation, Lent became a
three-week preparatory period in the middle of the fourth century and then this was
further expanded into six-weeks, or forty days. By the end of the fifth century, there
was a desire to exclude Sundays from Lent since Sundays are always celebrated as
feasts of the Resurrection. Thus Lent begins not on Sunday, but on Ash Wednesday.

The current practice of forty days of Lent recall Jesus’ forty-day fast in the
wilderness after his Baptism (Matthew 4:2, Luke 4:1-2) as well as Moses’ forty-day
fast on Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:28).
A Few Notes on Current Practice:
The appointed liturgical color for Lent is purple because purple has long been
associated with royalty. In this case, Christ reigns from a cross. Currently, the ancient
understanding of Lent as both a time for baptismal preparation and baptismal renewal
is being rediscovered in Lutheran rites and practice. Many congregations hold midweek services during Lent and a baptismal renewal theme is particularly appropriate
for these.
Why and how we (Lutherans) use ashes on Ash Wednesday:2
Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh week before Easter and the
first day of Lent. The day is named for the practice of imposing ashes, a practice that
many Lutheran congregations have found to be a very meaningful part of the Ash
Wednesday liturgy.
Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in
the Bible (e.g., Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early
Christians adopted the use of ashes from Jewish practice as an external mark of
penitence.
(Continued on page 4)
March 2022

Page 3

(Continued from page 3)

Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human existence:
 Ashes remind us of God's condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust you
are and to dust you shall return" (Genesis 3:19).
 Ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence
of soap. Even on Ash Wednesday, this most penitential day, we receive ashes in
the form of the cross, the same symbol placed on our bodies with water in our
baptism. Even in this ashen mark of death, we anticipate the new life of Easter.
 Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried
into the ground or as ashes "We commit this body to the ground; earth to earth,
ashes to ashes, dust to dust” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 284).
 Ashes are a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and return to God.
Why we don’t use Alleluia during Lent:3
The omission of alleluia during Lent goes back at least to the fifth century in the
western church. The custom of actually bidding it farewell, however, developed in the
Middle Ages. The hymn "Alleluia, song of gladness" (Evangelical Lutheran Worship
#318) contains a translation of an 11th century Latin text that compares an alleluia-less
Lent to the exile of the Israelites in Babylon. The text then anticipates the joy of Easter
when glad alleluias will return in all their heavenly splendor.
The meaning of the word Hosanna:

Oxford Dictionary Definition:
 “Exclamation: (especially in biblical, Judaic, and Christian use) used to express
adoration, praise, or joy.”
 “Noun: an expression of adoration, praise, or joy.”
Wikipedia:
 “Hosanna is a liturgical word in Judaism and Christianity. In Judaism it refers to a
cry expressing an appeal for divine help. In Christianity it is used as a cry of
praise.”
Strong Concordance Greek definition:
 ὡσαννά (hōsanna): “Hosanna! save now, help now,” (as in Mt. 21:9, 15; Mk.
11:9, 10; Jn. 12:13)
References:

1
2

3
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“LiturgyGram: A Little About Lent,” Posted on March 23, 2017 by
ELCA Worship
Updated May 2018. Copyright © 2018 Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. www.elca.org/worshipfaq. This document may be
reproduced for use in your congregation as long as the copyright
notice appears on each copy.
Revised January 2013. Copyright © 2013 Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. www.elca.org/worshipfaq. This document may be
reproduced for use in your congregation as long as the copyright
notice appears on each copy
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Where’s Pastor Teri?

Please note: Due to additional activities
during Lent, pastoral care and appointments will
be limited. Posted schedules subject to change.

8:30 am to 1:30 pm
Monday - Friday

At the February 20 Council Meeting, it was
decided to modify St. John’s office hours.
Effective immediately, the front doors and
secretary’s office door will not open until 8:30 am
and will close at 1:30 pm. Phone calls will not be
answered before 8:30 am or after 1:30 pm.

To be included in the April Newsletter,
articles and announcements must be submitted
no later than Friday, March 18

Offering Envelopes Still Remain
Many thanks to everyone who picked up their 2022
Offering Envelopes. If you did not see your name on a box
of envelopes, please contact the church office. Remaining
envelopes will be stored in the office and may be picked up
during office hours.
All members who give to St. John on a regular basis are
asked to use the offering envelopes for their contribution, as
they are an important part of the recordkeeping process at
St. John.
St. John continues to make every effort to be good
stewards of our natural resources as well as our fiscal
resources. If you choose to not use the personalized
envelopes, please let the office know as soon as possible
so we can plan accordingly.

Page 6

March 2022

Transitional Leadership Team Moving Forward
The Transitional Leadership Team welcomed Pr. Ted Mosher, Team Facilitator, to an
in-person (!!) meeting on Thursday, February 24 in the St. John Parish Hall. Pr. Mosher and
the Team continued their discussion regarding congregational input on several issues. By
engaging members in conversation, the Team can return to their meetings and share
various opinions, concerns and suggestions.
The Team is revisiting several questions, seeking member input before their next
meeting on Tuesday, March 29 at 1:00 pm (via ZOOM).
•
When thinking about the future of St. John Lutheran Church, name specific concerns
or uncertainties you may have
•
When thinking about the future of St. John Lutheran Church, name specific hopes
and dreams you may have
•
Why are you here at St. John?
•
Why is St. John here?
Please prayerfully consider these questions, and share your suggestions and
concerns. Your responses may be shared one-on-one with any Team member (or Pastor
Teri) or emailed to pastor@ruraltel.net.
Also take a moment to thank each of the Team members for volunteering to invest
their time on this vital project. Transitional Leadership Team members:
Carol Fritz, Cheryl Kraich, Kristine Mader,
Jean Mai, Mary Mai, Brad Wagner, Susan Krug,
Pr. Teri Sutherlin (ex-officio member), Pr. Ted Mosher, Facilitator

2022 Back-to-School Giveaway
Coming up quicker than you think!!
St. John’s 2022 Back-To-School Giveaway is open to
USD 407 students eligible for free/reduced lunches.
Donations of new or gently worn clothing in all sizes
(preschool through senior high) are distributed to students
accompanied by their parent or guardian. A limit of 10 items
per student is in place for the first day, and there are no
limitations on number of items on the second day.
Monetary donations will be used to purchase new socks and undergarments for
each student (while supplies last), as well as a limited number of school supplies for
middle school and high school students.
The Back-To-School Giveaway project is in search of a Lead Coordinator.
Volunteers are also needed to before, during, and after the event. If you are interested in
volunteering, or have any questions, please contact the church office.
The 2021 Back-To-School Giveaway is scheduled for August 11 and 12.
March 2022
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PMA Notes ~ March 2022
It’s all about ME! I have heard this in people joking and some who were not. So
today I am thinking about just the opposite!
When I started with my PMA education, it was about ME - I wanted a deeper
understanding of the bible, my faith, and my service to our church and the community
through the bible and theology. That is where it began - my journey to understand a
commitment to our brothers and sisters in Christ and in the community.
I took a course - I couldn’t tell you which one it was, but I can tell you is of a woman
named Kim. Kim told me DON’T STOP with the “PMA thing”. It was her that was a the
heart of why I continued! She was the one who told me about SERVICE and she was
the one that helped my FAITH.
Pastor Dennis also influenced my decision to continue. He told me that one day he
would see me LEAD and PREACH at St. John! Boy did I think that was a bunch of
@%#$ that he fed me that day! But they were both right - my journey has brought
more SERVICE and FAITH to my life.
Today, when I arrived at work, Sheryl and I took a moment to discuss what St. John
is doing in and for the community. We shared stories about how the family of St. John
serves others - stories that would make you cry and other stories that would grip your
heart and say WOW! Some of the programs initiated by St. John have developed into
community programs, or even cooperative programs between the community and the
school district.
One St. John program that is going strong is the Heart2Home project. The weekly
deliveries of “Spiritual Nutrition” allow individuals, couples and families to receive a
small bag of shelf stable food and a SMILE. Monthly newsletters, devotion books, gifts
from the St. John Youth and Women of the ELCA, cards from Pr. Teri are some of the
other items included each week.
People of St. John ask how to help BE the church. There are plenty of ways - just
ask and we can sign you up! There are plenty of opportunities to help your church
AND your community: weekly offering tallies; ushering; delivering bulletins; reading
the scripture; singing or ringing in a choir; teaching or assisting with Sunday School
and Vacation Bible School; delivering Meals on Wheels; serving on Council or a
Council Committee and many more. This IS the church - not ONE person can be the
church, but MANY make up the church., from the youngest to the oldest.
When I started my PMA journey I was the young age of 62. I see others of 70, 80,
and older help in many ways. I see the youth from preschool through high school
making a difference in the life of the church AND the life of the community. People say
BE the church - I say we ARE the church, and we’re GROWING! Come on board for
one of the most fulfilling journeys of faith, love, hope and giving!
Amen!
~ John Dumler - PMA
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Technology Support
Provides Outreach
St. John Lutheran Church utilizes various methods of
technology to reach individuals 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year.
•

stjohnrussell.com - The St. John Lutheran Church
website features current service information, special
announcements, schedules, current bulletins,
scholarship applications (when available), and links
to live streaming and archived newsletters. Annual
fees apply to retain our domain name
(stjohnrussell.com) and to access publishing
software.

•

Both services on Sunday (8:15 and 10:30 am) are streamed via a livestream
subscription. In the near future, St. John hopes to upgrade the streaming camera
to provide better images during streaming.

•

The 10:30 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays (and every other 5th Sunday) are
broadcast on KRSL 990 AM/98.1 FM and NexTech Channel 130. Currently,
broadcasts are made available by a generous donation from a St. John member.
As always, to honor a loved one, or celebrate a special occasion, you may
sponsor a broadcast for a specific Sunday. Please contact the church office for
more information.

•

The monthly newsletter is mailed to over 300 individuals and families across the
country. Bulk mailing costs (annual permit and postage for each mailing) are on
the rise. Bulk mailings also provide us with updated (forwarded) addresses when
available. Each piece of mail returned to St. John with updates requires a small
fee to retrieve from the USPS.

•

The marquee located in the front of the church - sometimes called “the blinky
sign” - reviews current and upcoming activities. In addition, schedule changes
and cancellations are also shared on the marquee. Both celebrations (baptisms,
weddings, etc.) and times of sorrow (funerals, etc.) are also published on the
marquee.

•

Internet access is vital for all aspects of communication. Bulletins are built in part
by accessing online day texts. Newsletters are produced in part by accessing
data and images. The website would not be able to be updated or published
without internet access. Current USPS forms are available online (they seem to
change all the time!). And the internet is used to connect to the marquee.

To support any of the outreach efforts at St. John Lutheran Church, please contact
the office for more information.

March 2022
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NEWS
Sunday School Students
“Banking” on Your Help
Do you have extra coins floating around?
Under the couch cushions? In your car? At the
bottom of your pocketbook? Start searching - the
Sunday School Students will be starting a new
challenge for the Lenten season.
Sunday, March 6 all Sunday School students will be sent home with a “Barnyard
Bank” from ELCA Good Gifts. Students will collect change in their banks, with the
combined goal of “purchasing” a small farm animal or baby chicks for families around the
world. We are teaching our students to share God’s love in all kinds of ways to people
near and far!
During Lent, each Sunday School class will take turns collecting change before and
after church services. So if you see a barnyard bank, please consider helping our cause!
For more information about ELCA Good Gifts, visit goodgifts.elca.org or contact the
church office.

Sunday School Students
Presenting Donkey Processional
Palm Sunday celebrates the triumphal entry of
Jesus into Jerusalem!
On April 10, St. John Sunday School students
will observe Palm Sunday by presenting a
donkey processional at the beginning of the
10:30 service.
All families are encouraged to attend this
festive service!
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St. John Lutheran Church Easter Breakfast
Prepared and served by St. John Youth
8:00 am, April 17 (immediately following the Sunrise Service)
Stay after the Sunrise Service or come early!
Enjoy a wonderful breakfast and
Easter morning fellowship.

A free will donation will be accepted to
help offset costs associated with attending
the 2023 National Youth Gathering.

Sunday School Schedule


USD 407 Spring Break starts Friday, March 11 and classes resume Monday, March 21.
Accordingly. Sunday School classes will NOT be held on Sunday, March 13.



Sunday School classes WILL be held on Sunday, March 20.



Sunday School classes will be held on Easter (April 17). Preschool through 5th grade
students will be interacting through Easter stations consisting of crafts, snacks, and a
church scavenger hunt!



The last day of Sunday School classes for Spring 2022 will be May 22. Stay tuned for
more details about events taking place that day!

March 2022
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OUR PARISH RECORDS
Worship Attendance
Date

Sat

Early

Late

Total

Feb 6 ............. 28 ......... 24 ......... 36 ........ 88
Feb 13 ........... 16 ......... 30 ......... 43 ........ 89
Feb 20 ........... 17 ......... 23 ......... 64 ....... 104
Feb 27 1

1

Actual Income/Expenses
Through January 31, 2022

Offering
Feb 6 ......... $5,060.00
Feb 13 ......... 2,880.00
Feb 20 ......... 2,720.00
Feb 27 1
Data not available at time of
publication

Income .................................$3,123.44
Expenses .............................19,127.80
- 16,004.36
Note: Reported Income includes
Unrealized Loss of - $14,683.97

Sewing Circle Donate to Four County Fire Victims
The St. John Sewing Circle recently donated twelve quilts to victims of the Four County Fire
that destroyed homesteads, grass land, crop land, and livestock in December 2021.
In addition to the quilts donated annually to Lutheran World Relief, the Sewing Circle has
also made donations to Options Domestic and Sexual Violence Shelter in Hays and other
ministries throughout the area.
Quilts are created and completed year round, and make a perfect gift to mark any special
occasion - stop by the Quilting Room any Tuesday afternoon from 1:00 to 4:00 pm to check
availability.

March Anniversaries
3
7
9
10
13
14
17
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-

Joey & Stacie Dumler
Michael & Brooke Olson
John & Michelle Pitcock
Derrold & Amanda Deatherage
Drew & Molly Friebus
Ryan & Jennifer Nichol
Blake & Jessica Stoppel

19
20
28
29

-

Todd & Amy Dumler
Sheldon & Sandy Hamilton
Doug & Teresa Hilbrink
Stean & Colleen Olson
Jake & Kira Towery
31 - Ken & Connie McMillen

March 2022

March
Birthdays
1 - Don Augustine
Austin Bachar
Betty Boxberger
Gwenna Green
Susan Stricker
2 - Layken Eck
Jamie Getty
Kristen Rios
Karen Walizer
Tesha Wampler
3 - Kenneith Kennedy
Cassidy Miller
Kaci Stratton
James Tittel
4 - Taylor Barlow
Nova Lee Boxberger
Sofia Ginther
Cade Jennings
Natasha Mondero
Coy Stoppel
Keegan Wann
5 - Paula Bitter
Jerrod Mai
Amy Phillips
Michelle Pitcock
Kayla Shelton
6 - Dee Dee Chidlers
Kira Towery
Wayne Ulrich
7 - Betty Funk
Shirley Krug
Paul Wharton
8 - Martin Dumler
9 - Marceline Bender
Lindsay Dinkel
Kyle Lorenc
Bonnie Neal
LoAnn Sechtem
Amanda Shaffer
March 2022

10 - Kayla Watson
Jan Jack
Eddie Johnson
Kylee Wadlington
11 - Grayden Dilse
Nathan Mark
12 - Caleb Baldwin
Kay Dinkel
Richard Krug
13 - Tanner Browne
Molly Friebus
14 - Darci Baker
Derek Mitchell
Rhonda Shaffer
15 - Mary Bangert
Julie Counts
Michelle Hebert
Peyton Weiss
16 - Trenton Branum
Troy Niedenthal
17 - Ashley Karst
Tyler Lamptert
Braiden Northcutt
18 - Velma Beeman
Timothy Boxberger
Mac Deibert
Connor Fosse
Melissa Johnson
20 - Paul Arias
Jason Basgall
Alex Krug

21 - Campbell Lofland
Hayden Logsdon
Micha Nuss
22 - Angela Carter
Tina Page
Paige Riedel
Jason Ryals
Brittney Unrein
23 - Shirley Boxberger
Piper Brown
Michel Janne
Romilda Nuss
24 - Elaine Backhus
Nathan Lorenc
Chloe Morse
25 - Averie Counts
Jaci Feil
Jared Nuss
27 - Jason Driscoll
28 - Connie McMillen
Halely Michel
Jeremy Ulrich
29 - Michael Becker
Garrett Ewers
Crecia Reeves
Michael Stoppel
30 - Dana Coalwell
Lindsey Nondorf
Landon Shaffer
Jennifer Surber
Robert Voos
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March Worship Assistants
6:00 PM SATURDAY

8:15 AM SUNDAY

10:30 AM SUNDAY

GREETER/USHER:
5 John & Mary Boxberger
12 Darold & Corine Gideon
19 Glenn Gideon
26 Ramona Luebbers

GREETER/USHER:
6 Sheryl Krug
13 Connie Schinkus
20 Gordon & Cheryl Kraich
27 Katrin Kolder

READER:
5 DJ Klema
12 Jeremy Ulrich
19 Sheryl Krug
26 Nancy Aspergren

LECTOR:
6 Sheryl Krug
13 Connie Schinkus
20 Gordon & Cheryl Kraich
27 Katrin Kolder

GREETER:
6 Susan Krug (N)
Judy Holmes (S)
13 Gerald & Mary Mai (N)
Glenna Hackerott (S)
20 Dean Keil (N)
Deloris Janne (S)
27 Margaret Finkbeiner (N)
Irene Coffeen (S)

SONG LEADER:
5 DJ Klema
12 DJ Klema
19
26

MUSICIAN:
6 Juanita Flegler
13 Glenda Phillips
20 Sandy Krug
27 Sandy Krug

MUSICIAN:
5
12
19 Curtis Sander
26 Peggy Anschutz

BULLETIN DELIVERY

4
11
18
25

Teresa Hilbrink
Sheryl Krug
Ramona Luebbers
Georganna McCrary

ALTAR GUILD
Carol Fritz, Connie Dumler, Denise Guth,
Gina Langhofer, Melinda Olson, Janet Peerman
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USHER:
6 Kristy Mader
13 Gerald & Mary Mai
20 Dean Keil
27 Gaylon Walter
ACOLYTES:
6 Dominick Hernandez
Alex R. Krug
13 & 20 USD 407 Spring Break
(NO ACOLYTES)
27 Mitchell Olson
Morgan Olson
LECTOR:
6 Carol Fritz
13 Blaine Maier
20 Ruth Keil
27 Judy Holmes

LITURGIST:
6 Carol Fritz
13 Blaine Maier
20 Ruth Keil
27 Judy Holmes
MUSICIAN:
6 Juanita Flegler
13 Glenda Phillips
20 Sandy Krug
27 Sandy Krug

March 2022

St. John Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
February 20, 2022
Voting Members Present: Carol Fritz, Judy Holmes, Kristy Mader, Blaine Maier,
Kim Stoppel, Gaylon Walter, Pastor Teri Sutherlin
Absent: Jordan Harrison
Excused: Kelvie Reeves, Brady Ruggels
Others Present: John Dumler, Sheryl Krug
Invocation / Call to Order
 Council President Blaine Maier called the meeting to order at 12:06 pm. Pastor Teri
Sutherlin provided an opening devotional from “30-Day Journey with Dietrich
Bonhoeffer”, concluding with prayer. Pastor asked that Council members take turns
presenting an opening devotional to open meetings. Kim Stoppel volunteered to
present the devotional at the March meeting.
Amendments to Agenda
 Council President Blaine requested that Philanthropic Fund be added to New
Business as “Item b”.
Approval of Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the January Minutes as presented
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the January Treasurer’s Reports
as presented.
Communications
 Council President Blaine Maier shared thank you notes from Pastor Teri; and John
and Debbie Dumler for the Christmas gifts presented during the holiday season.
 Blaine also noted that St. John had received information about the Central States
Synod Assembly to be held June 9-11, 2022.
Standing Committee Reports
 PMA - Written report included in Council packets.
 Education - Kim Stoppel reported that the Committee decided the Sunday School
students would not host a food drive during the Lenten season, but would collect
change and donations to “purchase” a small farm animal or baby chicks for a family
served by the ELCA Good Gifts project. Kim also reviewed the upcoming schedule
for Sunday School, and noted that Confirmation is tentatively set for June 12.
 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - Judy Holmes reported that the
women of St. John had assisted with the Gier funeral luncheon. She noted that the
women will provide desserts for Ash Wednesday Soup Supper, coordinate the
RCOAC Lenten Luncheon hosted by St. John on March 30. Carol Fritz was thanked
for providing lunch for the meeting.
 Property - Gaylon Walter reported that Callabresi Heating and Cooling will inspect
all pipes, including those that have been causing the ongoing leaking problem.
Repair work will require the heat to be turned off for no less than 3 days. Efforts
continue to coordinate a ComfortPro service call with the weather forecast. Vitzums
has repaired the grouting in the kitchen.
March 2022
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Stewardship/Finance - no report.
Worship & Music/Technology - Kristine Mader reported the live streaming issues
had been fixed. She also noted that the Worship & Music/Technology Committee will
not meet again until May.
Youth - As Kelvie Reeves was excused, Kim Stoppel reported that the 425 Youth are
ready and excited to prepare and serve the Ash Wednesday Soup Supper.
Cemetery - A bill from Terri Walker was submitted for updating the cemetery kiosk list.
Pastor Teri noted that the Cemetery Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday,
March 3 at 7:00 pm to address issues with the cemetery map, database,
documentation, and more. By consensus, the Council scheduled a special Council
meeting on Thursday, March 17, at 7:00 pm. It was recommended that a Council
member attend the Cemetery Committee meeting on March 3. The Council will hold
off on paying Terri Walker’s bill until details and documentation have been shared by
the Cemetery Committee.
Pastor - Pastor Teri has been involved in many aspects of the life of St. John over the
last several weeks. She has attended youth group meetings and extended an
invitation to the youth to lead a service. She reported on a mandatory training she
attended via Zoom, and reported that she had resolved speaker issues for future
Zoom meetings. Pastor Teri reported on the Geir funeral service, noting that she had
extended an invitation to Pastor Roger Dennis to co-officiate the service. She said
she would be adding a “Pastor’s Calendar” to the monthly newsletter. Pastor Teri
updated the Council on the recent building use concerns, noting that the family had
recently sent a donation for use of the Parish Hall.

Old Business
 By consensus, Council members decided to postpone additional discussion on
Council vacancies and Committee development.
New Business
 A property loan request from Kim Lyon was presented for approval. After discussion,
it was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the property loan request.
 Council President Blaine Maier explained a discrepancy in the Philanthropic Fund
balance as reported, and the actual amount forwarded to St. John by Edward Jones.
It was moved, seconded, and passed to utilize other investment funds to make up the
difference and present the 4-County Fire Relief the amount approved at the January
Congregational Meeting.
 Pastor Teri presented a list of items to be discussed by Council members:
 New Council member installation should be scheduled as soon as possible. It
was decided to schedule Council Member Installation for the 10:30 service on
Sunday, February 27.
 Pastor presented each Council member with an abbreviated Robert’s Rules of
Order, emphasizing the need for courteous behavior at all Council and
Committee meetings.
 Pastor presented an Agreement of Conduct to each Council member, outlining
the requirements and expectations of leaders in St. John. Members were asked
to review the document, and sign if they were in agreement.
 Pastor noted that the Building Use Policy should be reviewed. She asked
Council members to consider St. John’s ministry to members and the
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community and be ready to discuss current pricing policies for building use.
Pastor asked that the musician pay schedule be reviewed.
Pastor noted that we have reached the six-month point in the Term-Call
Agreement
Pastor reviewed Lenten season activities at St. John and those hosted by the
Russell County Association of Churches.
Pastor noted that the Synod Annual Report had been completed and filed, but
data collection and reporting does not conducive to completing this report. She
also reported that St. John is not tracking attendance and giving in a way that
documents active membership.
After discussion, it was moved, seconded, and passed to modify St. John
Office Hours to 8:30 am to 1:30 pm.
Pastor presented several requests:
 Approval of time to attend the Renewal and Reunion Event at Wartburg
Theological Seminary April 18-20 in Dubuque, IA.
 Approval to time for travel April 25-27 for an out-of-state doctor’s
appointment.
 Approval to schedule cataract surgery as soon as possible.
 Approval to attend the online version of the week-long Homiletics Festival,
May 16-20.
 Approval to schedule personal time off.
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve Pastor Teri’s requests
pending additional information regarding scheduled dates.

Adjournment and Closing Prayer
 The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 2:54 pm
Next Executive meeting – Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 6:30 pm
Next Council meeting – Sunday, March 20, 2022 at noon
Respectfully recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder
Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary
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ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
8:30 am to 1:30 pm

620-521-6454 (c)
pastor@ruraltel.net

John Dumler, PMA
785-483-1382 (c)
pma@ruraltel.net

Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper
sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net

Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant
Debora Kreutzer, Custodian
Church Council
Officers:
Blaine Maier, President
Kim Stoppel, Vice President
Carol Fritz, Secretary
Treasurer (open position)
Members:
Jordan Harrison, Judy Holmes,
Kristine Mader, Kelvie Reeves,
Brady Ruggels, Gaylon Walter
Council Committees:
Cemetery; Education; Evangelism/
Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship;
Property; Stewardship/Finance;
Worship & Music/Technology; Youth
The 10:30 Worship Services on March 13 and 27 will be
broadcast on KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130.
Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com.
This outreach is made possible as a ministry of St. John Lutheran Church.

