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Please Note: 

 

Planning ahead during 
these times of 
uncertainty is difficult. At 
this time, we are not 
scheduling any in-
person services or 
activities during May. 
Please watch for 
updates on the St. John 
website and Facebook 
page, and tune in to 
KRSL Russell Radio. 
 

This newsletter is a 
shorter one, as many of 
the regular contributors 
are not active at this 
time, and there are no 
Council Minutes. 
 

Thanks for 
understanding! 

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT 

Pastoral Perceptions ~ May 2020 
~ by Pastor Roger Dennis 

 

 This month I am turning over this space with the words of Jewish 

rabbi Paul Kipnes written a week ago. It is entitled “Letter to Your 

Future Self: Hold onto those Silver Linings”. 
 

 “Ah, silver linings: those deliciously meaningful moments that 

make sheltering at home manageable and sometimes even 

inspirational.  
 

 No matter our situation, most of us have experienced poignant 

silver linings. When I asked Facebook friends to share the silver 

linings they want to hold onto when we eventually leave quarantine, 

the response was overwhelming. In the midst of sheltering at home, 

many of us are discovering some changes are life-changing. 
 

 We cherish these silver linings. 
 

 - Eating dinner at home with the kids for days and weeks 

  at a time 

 - Enjoying home-cooked meals 

 - Rediscovering long forgotten interests and hobbies, or  

  embracing new ones 

 - Catching up with old friends in pjs over Zoom, reconnecting  

  and talking in depth 

 - FaceTiming regularly with usually-too-busy grandchildren 

 - Reading books, writing poetry, doing gardening, cooking 

 - Taking long walks or run 

 - Schmoozing with the neighbors 

 - Reclaiming extra time once lost because of long  

  commutes” 
 

 I share not to deny the difficult time in which we find ourselves but 

to acknowledge there are very positive, if not life sustaining, moments 

in the here and now. “This is the day the Lord has made. Let us be 

glad and rejoice within it”. 

      ~ Pastor 
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 When Rudene Niedenthal, Buttons & Bows Director, 
announced her retirement this spring, St. John Lutheran Church 
was faced with the decision to continue the preschool or stop 
operations at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
 St. John Lutheran Church is pleased to announce that Button 
& Bows Preschool WILL continue - with Kim Lyon serving as the 
new director. Kim brings classroom experience and a big heart 
to the position, and we extend a warm welcome to her!! 
Although Rudene will be officially retired, she has agreed to 
serve as a substitute and help out now and again.  
 
 For more information, or to enroll your student in Buttons & Bows Preschool, please 
contact Kim at 785-259-5872. If you have preregistered your student, your position is 
secure.  

May 2020 

PRESCHOOL UPDATES 

 I would like to express my thanks to the members of St. 

John for allowing me to operate a preschool for 41 years. 

My career started in September 1979 when Herman 

Frerichs was our pastor. 
 

 As I travel down memory lane, I try to remember all the people who had to “put up” 

with me. This includes 7 pastors, 4 interim pastors, 2 youth directors, 11 vicars, 5 

custodians and 8 secretaries. My preschool helpers have been wonderful each year and I 

even hired 2 vicars’ wives, Jean Carey and Robyn Kayes. My long time helpers were Pat 

Radke, Laurel Strecker, and Peg Gilbert, with Michele Klein working the past 2 1/2 years. I 

can’t thank them enough. 
 

 Buttons & Bows has graduated 1,006 preschoolers and 16 were planning to graduate 

in May. I have had many second generation students, and there are 2 families where I had 

both mom and dad AND their children.  
 

 My career as a teacher has not ended, as I have consented to be a sub and help 

when needed at the preschool. 
 

 In conclusion, I want to give a huge thanks to the current staff - Pastor Dennis, John, 

Deb, and Sheryl, as well as Terri Walker, who continues to be my computer whiz. 
 

     ~ Rudene Niedenthal, Buttons & Bows Director 
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 I have heard from many that is was not the 

“usual” Easter, but I say it may be closer than 

you think. What was it like that first Easter? 

Jesus’ followers were trying to finish the burial 

process. We see Mary and friends who had seen 

the death, and in spite of the fear, were going to 

prepare the body. Where were the rest? They 

were hiding!  
 

 The disciples were, in some ways, 

“quarantined” - “hiding” from the fear of death. 

So in a senses, we have been able to experience 

the “First Easter” today in this life. We often 

forget the ugly part of being a Christian - we 

were hated and persecuted for our beliefs! 
 

 In the midst of our quarantine we should be 

celebrating the gift of our SALVATION! It is in 

this uncertainty we now face that the Easter 

story lives. We can say in our homes and to 

others that Jesus is risen… He is risen, indeed! 
 

 We are his children. We know that no matter 

what this life brings he will always be with us. 

He will pick us up in the midst of our trials. We 

know that this is a life that will end - but with 

that end our new life, walking with God and 

Jesus in heaven, will begin! 
 

 This is the good news that no one can take 

away from us. Nothing on earth, even in the 

midst of the virus, can take away God’s 

message.  
 

 It is the message of knowing that Jesus 

overcame the tomb with his Resurrection - 

God’s gift is always with us. Through our belief 

and his spirit in us, we will carry on. 
 

 The other day I was in a rather surly mood, 

and I picked up the children’s Whirl Bible to get 

my mind off all of this… “stuff”. Fear, anger, 

negative emotions, everyone venting, social 

media uprising. I was thumbing through the 

bible, and saw something I’d almost forgotten in 

the stress of all this… “stuff”.  
 

 Simply, “not a ghost!” He is alive! Yes, he is 

alive! He won, God won! We have been given a 

gift - the best gift possible. We have won, we 

will be with him when we pass on - that is 

Easter. 
 

 So I say, “Pshaw” on this virus. I will treat it 

seriously and abide by the rules and stay as safe 

as possible, but I won’t let it define me! I will 

not focus on the negative - because we have 

already received the best POSITIVE of all! It is 

Easter! He is risen!  
 

 Halleluiah!  

    ~ John  

PMA Notes ~ May 2020 By John Dumler, PMA 

The Central States Synod Assembly scheduled for 
June 4-6, 2020 in St. Louis has been postponed. 

The Central States Synod Council 
will continue the work of the synod 
which includes: adopting a budget, 
electing synod council members, 
and acting on resolutions. 



Page 4 May 2020 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the St. John Lutheran Church Lend a Hand project started 
on March 31, delivering a small loaf of bread and a pint of homemade chunky chicken and 
vegetables to over a dozen individuals. Each week, “porch visits” are made to homes (following all 
social distancing guidelines), delivering a shelf stable entrée and small loaf of bread (or rolls), as 
well as Christ In Our Home devotional books, St. John newsletters and more. At this time, St. John 
has not incurred any costs, as Thrivent Financial provided a kickstart grant. These comments were 
received in thank you notes or calls from project recipients: 
 

 I am sending a big “thank you” to all for such a wonderful meal. I enjoyed it all 
 very much. God bless. 
 

 Thank you so-o-o much for your thoughtfulness! God Bless you all! 
 

 Thank you for bringing delicious food each week for me to enjoy. I especially  
 enjoy your smiling faces and kind words. God Bless You All. 
 

 Thank you so much for the goodies from the church. It was wonderful and we  
 really enjoyed it. 
 

St. John has received feedback from members about the radio and streaming broadcasts offered 
each Sunday and during Holy Week: 
 

 You’re all doing a great job of broadcasting the message! My pew here at home is  
 a little more comfortable, but I still miss the real thing. May we all keep the faith. 
 

 I enjoyed the Sunday Service from the “Upper Room” 
 

 It is truly a blessing to be able to listen to Pastor Dennis on Sunday mornings.  
 Thanks so much. 
 

 Thank all of you for the Easter service. 
 

The St. John Education Committee has maintained a connection with Sunday School youth thanks 
to several “porch visits”. Younger students were given a “donkey kit” before Palm Sunday and 
were encouraged to take photos with their completed creations. These photos were compiled as a 
Virtual Parade of Donkeys and can be seen on stjohnrussell.com and the St. John Facebook page. 
Each family with a Sunday School student received an Easter bucket with coloring sheets, treats 
and a “starter” plant. The plant cuttings were taken from the large potted plant at the top of the 
stairs by the elevator entrance. In this small way, families may have a piece of St. John with them 
at home. Families are encouraged to take photos of projects completed at home to add to the 
Virtual Art Gallery and Virtual Garden to be added to stjohnrussell.com in the near future. 
 
 

Staying Connected 
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Thanks and Praise 

Thank you for giving 
 

 St. John’s giving has 
been negatively impacted 
significantly this past 
month. As with others, 
expenses and bills remain. 
We want to say thank you 
for those of you that have 
responded to our 
requests to mail or drop 
off your offerings to the 
church. Of course, we will 
need you continue to do 
so until we can worship in 
person again. 
 

 We are also aware that our community and 
faith families have been, continue to be, and 
probably in the foreseeable future will be 
challenged to make ends meet. Many, if not all 
of us, even when businesses reopen, will still 
need to reduce our spending, etc. St. John will 
probably focus on what we need more than 
what we want. I pray you will consider St. John 
as one of your needs. Again, thank you for all 
that you have done thus far. 

Easter Lilies 
and Candles 

 

 Each year, St. John members are given the 
opportunity to honor loved ones during the 
Easter season by purchasing lilies or sponsoring 
candles used to decorate the Sanctuary and 
Chapel.  
 

 Many members had already completed and 
submitted the donation form before the “stay 
home” order was put in place for Kansas. For 
those forms already received in the office, the 
list of honorees will be compiled and be 
printed in the June newsletter.  
 

 If you submitted a candle sponsorship 
($20.00), and would like that sponsorship fee 
refunded, please contact the church office no 
later than May 20. Any sponsorship fees not 
refunded to St. John members will remain in 
the Altar Guild fund. 

Congratulations to Garret and Kylie Stoppel on the arrival of their daughter, 

Reata Lynn Stoppel, on April 10. Reata weighed 6 pounds 7 ounces and 

measured 18 inches. Reata was welcomed home by big brother Coy! 

Blessings to the Stoppel family! 

Congratulations to Drew and Erika Hamel on the arrival of their son, Joseph 
Allen Hamel, on April 22. Joseph weighed 6 pounds 15.5 ounces and 
measured 19 inches. Big sisters, Grace and Gemma, were excited to 
welcome Joseph home! Congratulations to the Hamel family. 
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Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 

 

Care Center Residents 

Homestead 
 

Main Street Manor 
 

Wheatland 
 

If you (or a family member) would like to be listed in this section of the announcements, 
please contact the church office. No one will be listed without permission. 

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT 
to the family and friends of 
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Have you tuned in? 
 

St. John Lutheran Church has broadcast the 10:30 Sunday 
services on KRSL Russell Radio for many years. Currently, the 
Late Service is broadcast on KRSL 990 AM and KRSL 98.1 FM 

on the second, fourth, and fifth Sundays of each month. More recently, St. John has broadcast the 
Late Service on NexTech Cable Channel 130.  
 
Both Sunday services (8:15 and 10:30 am) are live streamed via the Vimeo streaming platform. 
Live streamed services may be accessed through the St. John website (stjohnrussell.com) on a 
computer, tablet or smartphone. A “test drive” of streaming live via Facebook has been completed 
as well. 
 
The live streaming process has caused a few hiccups, and we are working with software providers 
and reviewing hardware issues to resolve the current issues. We are also investigating alternative 
methods of providing an online presence for St. John. 
 
All radio broadcasts and live streaming services are made possible by designated memorial 
contributions. If you would like to sponsor our online presence, in honor of a loved one or to the 
Glory of God, please contact the church office for details. 

Prayers during this time of pandemic 
 

O God our Healer, show your compassion for the whole human family 
that is in turmoil and burdened with illness and with fear.  
 

Come to our aid as the coronavirus spreads globally, heal those who are 
sick, support and protect their families and friends from being infected.  
 

Make us vigilant, attentive, and proactive in the eradication of all diseases that create suffering and 
often result in death for many people.  
 

Heal our self-centeredness and indifference that makes us worry only when the virus threatens us, 
open ways beyond timidity and fear that too easily ignore our neighbor. 
 

Strengthen and encourage those in the military, in public health services and in the medical 
profession: first responders, care-givers, nurses, attendants, doctors, all who commit themselves to 
caring for the sick and their families. 
 

Inspire, give insight and hope to all researchers focused on developing a vaccine. 
 

Sustain all workers and business owners who suffer loss of livelihood due to shut-downs, 
quarantines, and other restrictions. 
 

Guide the leaders of the nations that they communicate clearly, truthfully, and calmly - with each 
other and with the public - and that their messages are received and heeded. 
 

Hold in your gentle embrace all who have died and who will die this day, comfort their loved ones in 
their despair. 
 

Remember all your family, the entire human race, and all your creation, in your love. Amen. 
 

Adapted from  ELCA.org and Lutheran World.org 



The 10:30 Worship Services on May 10 and 24 will be broadcast on 

KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130. 
 

Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com. 
 

This outreach is made possible by various contributions. 

St. John Lutheran 
425 N. Main St. 

Russell KS 67665 
 

Phone: 785-483-5358 
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 
Website: stjohnrussell.com 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

Pastor Roger Dennis 
 785-445-4140 (h); 785-445-8065 (c) 
 pastor@ruraltel.net 
 

John Dumler, PMA 
 785-483-1382 (c)  
 pma@ruraltel.net 
 

Alex & Audrey Lofland, Youth & Family 
 Ministry Coordinators 
 785-324-0203 (c) 
 stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com  
 

Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper 
 sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net 
 

Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant 
 

Debora Kreutzer, Custodian 
 

Church Council 

 President—Blaine Maier 

 Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Treasurer—Judy Albrecht 

 Education—Kim Stoppel 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish 

  Fellowship—Mary Ulrich 

 Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &  

  Richard Sieker 

 Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader 

 Youth—Kameron Schneider 

 Cemetery—Gaylon Walter 

Please submit address updates 
to the Church Office. 

 

If you would like your address 
removed from the mailing list,  

please let us know by 
phone, email or return mail.
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