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REMINDERS 
 

In-Person Worship and 
Activities have been 
suspended at this time. 

 10:30 Sunday Services 
are live-streamed on 
Facebook and 
stjohnrussell.com 

 10:30 Sunday Services 
will be broadcast on 
KRSL 990 AM , 98.1 FM 
and NexTech Cable 
Channel 130 the second, 
fourth, and fifth Sundays. 

 

Curbside Communion 
continues every Sunday.  
Curbside Communion will 
be offered from 9:00 am to 
10:15 am at the southeast 
entrance (weather 
permitting). 
 
Until further notice, all 
visitors to St. John are 
required to wear masks. 

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT 

All Saints Sunday  
November 1, 2020 

 

 On All Saints Sunday, we celebrate all of the 

baptized people of God, living and dead, who 

make up the body of Christ. As we do this, we 

will recall the love and works of ministry that these people have 

shared with us, and we will again give thanks for their lives,  

 Take a moment to remember the St. John Lutheran Church 

members who have passed away since November 1, 2019: 

Dorothy Bay 
Frances Boxberger 

Marlyn “Dean” Brown 
Harold Brumley 
Isabell Hainke 

Ramona Hutchison 
Tom Hutchison 

Doris Keller 
Connie Kilian 
Dennis Kilian 

Don Kilian 
Donald H. Krug 
John Laubhan 
Jim Madsen 

Mary Lou Morgenstern 
Don Murphy 
David Nelson 
Frances Nuss 
Leland Nuss 

Harold Pohlman 
Pat Radke 

Don Reinhardt 
Rita Reynolds 

Donna Schneider 
Elmer Steinle 

Gerald Stoppel 
John Strachan 
Allen Strecker  
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Pastoral Perceptions - November 2020 
 

By Pastor Roger Dennis 
 

 All Saints Sunday falls on November 1st. This very old holy day is often overlooked. 
The day prior, All Hallows’ Eve, is better know as Halloween. However, All Saints Day is 
more important to the church. The Reformation began with the posting of Martin Luther’s 
95 theses on the church door in Wittenberg on All Hallows’ Eve. 
 

 What many people may not know is that the Frederick the Wise, ruler of Saxony 
during the time of Luther, was a very devout Christian. Frederick, scholars believe, held 
“relics” in high regard and may have collected more than 19,000. The word relic comes 
from the Latin reliquiae, meaning “remains” or “something left behind.” In the Christian 
faith, these relics included parts of belongings or bodies of Saints or other venerated 
people. These relics were worshiped as a tangible memorial of that person and what they 
represented. In a theology that emphasized works righteousness, relics were purported to 
have special powers of healing or penitential merit. In other words, you could receive 
some of the merits of salvation by just looking at or touching them. 
 

 Each year, Frederic the Wise would place his collection on display and thousands of 
people would come to see and touch them. The crowd would also pray over them and 
shared the belief that spiritual benefits would be received by worshipping them. One can 
understand more clearly how the practice would influence Luther’s call for renewal. 
 

 Today, the observance of All Saints’ Day is a time to both reflect and give thanks for 
those that have gone before us. I can appreciate those that are upset that we are not 
worshipping in person.  The memories, if not actually visualizing, loved ones of current 
and previous generations flood our senses. Charles Wesley, the great hymn writer, 
captured his brother’s sentiments (John Wesley), in his hymns stressing that all of God’s 
children are important to God and each individual has and needs to contribute to the 
unfolding kingdom of God.   
 

 We each have a role in the unfolding kingdom. One of the best tributes we can give 
to those we loved is to pass on the positive influences and teachings of their lives and 
words. As Paul wrote “not even life nor death” can separate us from the love Christ. In the 
midst of this pandemic, let us not tire of both professing and practicing the teachings of 
Jesus and the story of a living and loving God.  
           Amen. 

             ~ Pastor 

Standard Time RESUMES at 2:00 am 
on Sunday, November 1.  

 

Don’t forget to set your clocks BACK one hour 
before you go to bed on Saturday! 

 

Use the time change as a reminder 
to change the batteries in your smoke alarms. 
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PMA Notes ~ November 2020 
 

By John Dumler, PMA 

 

 Grace and Peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. This is how the 

preamble to the sermon usually starts. Why would we start out like this? I have often asked 

myself that, and this past week being home bound, so to speak, gave me time to ponder 

this phrase even more so. 
 

 To some, it is the time of the service to sit up and listen! To others it is a sign we are 

going to have another sermon of 9 to 25 minutes of theology. Some might try to remember if 

they wrote down celery on the shopping list. This is sermon time! It is a time when some of 

us look at our watches to time it - unintentionally! We are listening to the speaker and often 

the voice is soothing and peaceful, in almost a melodic tone, and before long we have 

drifted! 
 

 We very rarely “hear” the sermon. I am being honest, as I am guilty as charged, too! We 

listen to the words, but we aren’t hearing the Word. 
 

 Now that I have been on the side of preparation and delivery of the sermon, I can safely 

say we speakers need to “WAKE” up our congregations! Sometimes we need to stop 

speaking, look around, and say from the top of our lungs - THIS IS GOD’S WORD! Rattle 

some cages - maybe even get thrown out of the pulpit! 
 

 As Christians, we need to step forward as well - we need to be our Christ! Even if we 

perceive ourselves as losers, failures, whiners and unworthy, we need to be our Christ! We 

will never be righteous  “enough”. But that is the point of what God gives us in Jesus! He is 

of low birth, a shepherd and a wanderer! He depends on the charity of others to sustain 

himself. But he gave us the good news of forgiveness and acceptance; victory over all our 

flaws; and eternal life. Not through our own righteousness bu through mercy, grace, and 

forgiveness. 
 

 We could say he was not good enough. We would be wrong - he was the son of God! He 

was born of a low birth, not a king. On the outside he may not look it - but he was God’s 

son. He had command of everything, and used love, compassion, thoughtfulness, healing, 

and kindness at all times. In return, we gave beatings, curses, ridicule, and finally death. 

That is when we came to find out how powerful our Jesus was - not even death could hold 

him!  
 

 As we get closer to Advent, we again set aside time to ponder “why”? Why would this 

God forgive us and send his son to save us? Because it is true we are God’s children - 

Jesus’ brothers and sisters. He wants us to be with him forever! 
 

 How simple is it? Believe in Him! How difficult is it? Terribly difficult. We are broken. That 

(Continued on page 4) 
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is why he simply asks us to believe in him and ask 

for forgiveness. 
 

 His way through love and mercy - God gave us 

Jesus. We can have everything through him! So 

how difficult is it, really? Simply ask and believe - the 

rest will follow! 
 

 Something is coming - something great, glorious, 

and earth shattering! Are we ready? It is coming... 
 

      ~ John 
 

P.S. Don’t forget Curbside Communion is offered 

every Sunday morning from 9:00 to 10:15 am 

(weather permitting). Anyone and everyone is invited 

to turn from Main Street onto Artesia (the one-way 

street between St. John and the Courthouse) and 

stop at the southeast entrance. There’s no need to 

leave your vehicle as a very brief communion liturgy, 

wafer, and wine (or grape juice) will be offered to 

each communicant observing all distancing protocol.  
 

P.P.S. A big THANK YOU to the Altar Guild for 

making Curbside Communion work!! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Choirs Continue to Care 
 

 Juanita Flegler and Ruth Keil, 
directors of the St. John Ringers 
and Agape Choir, want all choir 
members and accompanists to 
know they continue to be in the 
prayers of the directors and the 
congregation. 
 

 Several choir members have 
faced difficult times over the last 
several months, and have been 
remembered with a floral 
arrangement or plant. As choir 
members have not been meeting, 
the periodic collection for the 
flower fund has not occurred.  
 

 If choir members would like to 
donate to the Choir Flower Fund, 
please contact the office. 

Take Note! 
 

 The St. John website (stjohnrussell.com) features a variety of links: 

 Weekly bulletins - 10:30 and Curbside Communion at this time 

 Sunday School materials and videos - current week on home page, 

previous weeks on Sunday School Archive page 

 2x5s materials - October materials available now 

 “Technology” donations are welcomed to help offset costs associated with technology 

subscriptions, hardware, and software updates. In addition, radio broadcasts may be 

sponsored in memory of or to honor a loved one. Please contact the church office for 

more information. 

 Through the spring and summer, Sandy Krug has graciously provided organ music for 

10:30 services (whether in-person or online). If you have a keyboard talent and would 

like to serve as “relief musician” for the 10:30 Sunday service, please contact the office. 

You may utilize the piano, Clavinova, or organ. 
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Youth & Family Ministry Update 
 

By Alex & Audrey Lofland, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinators 
 

Grace and Peace to you, our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

We hope this note finds you healthy, your family well, and your spirit filled. 
 

These days it may seem difficult to manage the balance in our lives. With new expectations from 

work and school, some are finding it challenging to balance a job with remote learning for the 

family. Some of you may be concerned about the health of a loved one.  
 

These challenges can raise stress levels and cause anxiety to become a normal part of our lives. No 

matter what challenges you face we pray that you will find peace in the Lord. 
 

Scripture reminds us in Psalm 23 that the Lord is our Shepherd. Now shepherds are not as common 

in rural Kansas as they would have been in rural Jerusalem, so it may be hard to understand the 

meaning of this statement - the Lord is our shepherd. 
 

I am reminded about young David as he prepared to face Goliath. He states that he had struck down 

wild beasts with his sling and stone and therefore was not afraid of Goliath. Acting as the chief 

protector of his flocks, David did anything it took to keep his sheep safe. Even more so, the Lord is 

your shepherd. He will watch the path you take. He will lead you beside still waters. He will restore 

your soul. 
 

We pray that the families of Russell may be blessed during these challenging times. We pray that 

you invite the Lord and the Holy Spirit to restore your soul. 

          In Christ, 

           Alex and Audrey 

 The St. John Education Committee, Sunday School staff, and 

Youth Group leaders have continued to connect with the youth 

through porch visits.  

 All students from preschool through sixth grade receive Sunday 

School materials every two weeks. All Sunday School materials 

and teacher videos (when available) are posted on the St. John 

website (stjohnrussell.com). 

 The 2x5s received their October activity packet in October. 

Janella Eck, 2x5s leader, is preparing activity packets for 

November and December for all first through sixth graders. 

 Lizzy White will be sending out materials and hosting youth 

group meetings for middle and high school starting in November. 

Porch Visits 

Make It 

WORK! 
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 Lutheran women have a time-honored way to practice giving thanks - Thankofferings. 
In ordinary times Thankofferings are gathered during a Thankoffering service and 
forwarded to the churchwide expression of Women of the ELCA. 
 Things are different this year, and many will be making Thankofferings in a different 
way. Many will pray in private and make Thankofferings in private, too. Others will pray 
together on the phone or via internet and make Thankofferings that way.  
 Following are few suggestions for short prayers of thanksgiving to be used throughout 
the day as you set aside your Thankofferings. When you are ready, gather your 
Thankofferings in the enclosed envelope and drop it off at the church, or mail to 425 N. 
Main St, Russell KS, 67665. 
 

Morning coffee or tea: Blessed are you, alert and active Lord, for your gifts of 
morning coffee and tea, which help inspire and energize your people to sing your praises. 
Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 

Family: God of our foremothers, I thank you for families, from the closest to the 
farthest flung. In family ties, no matter how solid or how frayed, we glimpse your love for 
all your human family. Amen! 
 

Pets: Lord of all, we share our lives with other creatures of your making, creatures 
of many kinds. How wondrous that hearts can meet even across the boundaries of 
species! I thank you for the gift of loving and beloved animals. Amen! 
 

Learning new things: Lord our God, your young Son Jesus was eager to amaze the 
elders in the Temple with what he had learned. I thank you for that model of joyful learning, 
and ask that you kindle the same spark of joy in all our hearts. Amen! 
 

Gardening: God, you clearly love gardens. You created a garden for our first 
parents, and the Risen Lord first revealed himself in a garden. Thank you for this, my own 
garden, its flower and its fruit, its birds and its bugs (and maybe even its weeds). Amen! 
 

Technology: I give you thanks, Lord God, for inspiring innovators and inventors to 
create new tools to help meet the ancient human need to be in touch with those we love, 
no matter how far away they may be. Amen! 
 

Quiet evenings: God of peace, I thank you for teaching us through your prophet 
Isaiah that in quietness and confidence shall be our strength. By the might of your Spirit, 
life us into awareness of your presence, where we may be still and know that you are 
God. Amen! 
 
These prayers were taken from the Women of the ELCA publication, “Giving Thanks to 
God - All Day, Every Day”. Please let the church office know if you would like a copy. For 
more information about St. John Women of the ELCA, please contact Jean Mai, Margaret 
Finkbeiner or the church office. 



St. John Delivering Meals on Wheels in December 
 

 St. John Lutheran Church is responsible for Meals On Wheels deliveries in March and 

December. In an effort to be prepared, St. John contacted the dietary department of Russell 

Regional Hospital to verify procedures. At this time, RRH has not implemented any additional 

precautions for daily meal delivery.  

 However, St. John volunteers are encouraged to use hand sanitizer often and wear gloves 

and masks when possible. In addition, social distancing is encouraged - if possible, put meal 

components in a green plastic bag (available at St. John), knock or ring the bell, and hang the 

meal on the doorknob. Step back at least six feet to wait until the recipient retrieves it. 

 If you feel unwell, or have a cough, fever, or shortness of breath, please contact the 

Church Office as soon as possible, and a substitute delivery driver will be located. 

 If for any reason, you are not comfortable making deliveries, please do not feel pressured 

to volunteer. If you are interested in volunteering in December, please contact the office.  
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Russell County Food 
Pantry 

 
 
 
 

The Russell County Food Pantry’s 
“Share the Holidays with Your 
Neighbor” campaign is heading into 
the final stretch. 
 

A $30 donation provides a holiday 
basket for a family in Russell County 
who would not otherwise be able to 
afford a holiday meal. 
 

Last year the Russell County Food 
Pantry provided holiday meals for over 
200 families. Because of the 
pandemic, higher numbers of requests 
are anticipated this year.  
 

To donate, contact the office or mail a 
check to Russell County Food Pantry, 
15 N. Front, Russell KS 67665. 

Heart2Home 

Continues 

To Grow 
 

 The Heart2Home program started in March in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The first, and 

largest, project is the weekly delivery of a shelf-

stable meal with a fruit, vegetable, or starch. 

Starting with those St. John members who had 

been receiving home communion, the list grew to 

include others in the St. John family as well as 

other community members. The project currently 

serves approximately 20 individuals per week, and 

referrals continue weekly. 

 The Heart2Home program and the weekly 

nutrition project welcome volunteers to serve as 

route drivers, provide cookies or other desserts, 

and donate single serve fruits or vegetables. 

Monetary donations would also be appreciated 

and would help offset costs of ingredients, delivery 

supplies, and canning supplies. 
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Thanks and Praise 

Sewing Circle Quilts 
Heading Around the World 

 

 The quilts made by the St. John Sewing Circle were blessed  during services on October 3 and 4. 
The quilts not purchased by congregation members were packed, delivered to Hays (a big thank you 
to D.J. Klema!) and are on their way around the world. The Sewing Circle will let everyone know the 
final destination of the quilts as soon as information is available. 
 If you reserved a quilt, it is ready for pick up - stop by the office Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
1:30 pm. Please note “Sewing Circle” or “Quilts” in the memo field of your check, or on your 
envelope. 
 For more information about the Sewing Circle, contact Kaye Schlessman, Margaret Finkbeiner, 
Georganna McCrary, or the church office. 

Justin White and Elizabeth Rhodes were 

united in marriage on Saturday, October 10, 

2020 at St. John Lutheran Church. Pastors 

Troy Miller and Roger Dennis officiated. 

Many blessings to the happy couple! 

In the month of October, the 10:30 services were 

broadcast on KRSL 990 AM, KRSL 98.1 FM, and on 

Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130 in memory of Mildred 

Ehrlich by her loving family and in honor of the late 

Ron Krug’s birthday by Shirley and his loving family. 

Thank you for the beautiful shawl. 

It will warm me this winter and be a comfort to me also. 

God Bless! Thank you for what you do. 

     Gerald & Shirley Boxberger 
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In-Person Worship Temporarily Suspended 
 

 At the last council meeting, the congregational council temporarily 

suspended in-person worship services. The recommendation was made 

following a good discussion involving all council members. The decision was 

unanimous. 

 Although St. John members who attended were following all protocols 

as recommended by the local health department, the overwhelming concern was the recent 

increase in both positive cases and deaths in Russell County. Several members of the congregation 

have tested positive and more have been quarantined. Fortunately, St. John has not experienced a 

death due to COVID, although St. John members have lost friends and family to the virus. Although 

there is a strong desire to offer in-person worship, the council wanted to see if the number of cases 

continued to climb or whether the number of cases stabilized. The council believes an ounce of 

caution would be better than a pound of cure. The decision will be reviewed at each monthly 

council meeting, particularly in light of the Christmas holidays approaching. 

 St. John continues to offer worship streamed over the internet and through Facebook Live, and 

broadcast on KRSL and NexTech Cable Channel 130 on the second, fourth, and fifth Sundays. 

Curbside communion is available every Sunday morning from 9:00 through 10:15 am. 

 Within the discussion about temporarily suspending in-person worship, the question about 

how COVID will impact Christmas services was raised. Pastor shared that the worship committee 

and the staff are exploring multiple options and possibilities. Given the reality of the pandemic, 

Pastor commented it was unlikely that everyone will be pleased given the possibility of limited 

seating (and how does one decide who attends what service, etc.), and other favorite traditions may 

not be possible. Pastor shared that the altar guild will decorate the sanctuary and the tree will be in 

place. Poinsettias will beautify the sanctuary in memory of or in honor of loved ones. 

 Although we may not be able to return to the way things were, we continue to strive to make 

things more familiar. 

Altar Guild Continues to Work Behind the Scenes 
 

 Altar Guild members continue to serve St. John, even if they aren’t always visible. Every Sunday, 

members prepare the elements for and assist in serving the Eucharist at curbside communion. 

Banners are being cleaned and repaired, paraments are being readied for the upcoming Advent 

season, baptismal napkins are being embroidered, and hymnals are being cleaned and repaired. 

 Altar Guild members are elected by the congregation at the Annual Meeting in January. Altar 

Guild members serve three-year terms and traditionally assist for three months of the year, and on 

special occasions. If you are interested in serving on the Altar Guild, or would like to learn more, 

please contact Connie Dumler at 785-483-1956 or the church office.  
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St. John Seeks Philanthropic Fund Nominations  
 

 St. John Lutheran Church invests a portion of any significant gift received by the 
church into a Philanthropic Fund. Each year a portion of the income earned by these funds 
are distributed to local, area, and national/international non-profit organizations.  
 

 Nominations are accepted throughout the year. The St. John Council narrows 
nominations to three finalists at their December Council Meeting. The three finalists are 
presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting in January. Each finalist receives a 
portion of the designated funds, proportionally based on the congregational vote.  
 

 No ministry nominee may be named a finalist more than two consecutive years. 
Recipients in 2019 were Russell County Food Pantry; Options, Inc.; and Lutheran Disaster 
Response. 2020 recipients were Big Brothers Big Sisters; Developmental Services of 
Northwest Kansas; and Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Missions. 
 

 To nominate a non-profit ministry, please contact Pastor Dennis or the church office. 

Poinsettias Honor Others at Christmastime 
 

Although plans are not finalized for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
services, poinsettias will once again brighten the Sanctuary at St. John 
Lutheran Church. Also known as the Christmas Start and Christmas 
Flower, it is said that poinsettias’ association with Christmas comes from 
a Mexican legend. According to the story, a child with no means for a 
grander gift, gathered humble weeds from the side of the road to place at 
the church altar on Christmas Eve. The congregation witnessed a 
Christmas miracle - the weeds turned into brilliant red and green flowers. 
Joel Roberts Poinsett, the namesake of the poinsettia, was the first 
United States ambassador to Mexico and the amateur botanist who 
introduced the plant to the US in 1825. 
 

We invite you to donate a poinsettia plant in memory or in honor of a special person. Poinsettia may 
also be donated to the Glory of God. Poinsettias will also be delivered to homebound members. 
 

Poinsettias for the sanctuary should be solid red in a 6 to 6.5 inch pot, with white paper and white 
ribbon, if possible. Poinsettia plants may be delivered or brought to St. John no earlier than Tuesday, 
December 22.Poinsettias may be picked up beginning Monday, December 28. Plants remaining after 
January 2 will be discarded.  
 

Poinsettias for homebound members may be of any color or size and should be delivered or brought 
to St. John between Friday, December 18 and Tuesday, December 22. Heart2Home volunteers will 
make deliveries between December 21 and 24. Monetary donations are also welcome. 
 

Order forms will be included in the December Newsletter and should be returned as soon as 
possible. To be included in the Christmas bulletin, completed forms must be returned no later than 
Tuesday, December 22. 
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 Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and adult 
leaders from around the world gather for a week of faith 
formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through 
days spent in interactive learning, Bible study, service and 
fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged 
and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives. 

 After much prayer and consideration, the National ELCA Youth Gathering Team decided 
to postpone next summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
By postponing the Gathering for a year, individuals and congregations will feel more 
comfortable and prepared to attend the Gathering in 2022.  
 The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis. Youth 
who are in 8th to 12th grade at the time of registration (Fall 2021) are eligible to attend. 
Adult leaders must be at least 21 at the time of the Gathering. 
 For more information, please contact Alex and Audrey Lofland, St. John Youth & Family 
Ministry Coordinators at stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com.  

The BAND App 
Keeping Youth & Family 

Ministry Connected 
 

 The BAND App will be 
utilized for the sake of transparency and 
support, and open communication and 
information between Youth & Family 
Ministry Coordinators (Alex and Audrey 
Lofland), volunteers, and families. 
 The BAND App is a nice, free app 
that allows people to have a shared 
calendar, share photos, receive 
reminders, and send messages. 
 Alex and Audrey will be setting up a 
BAND account in the near future for the 
purpose of Youth Ministry activities.  

Youth & Family Ministry 
Seeking Volunteers 

 

 Alex and Audrey Lofland, St. John Youth & Family 
Ministry Coordinators, are looking for individuals to 
take the lead in developing a Men’s Group, a Mother’s 
Group and a Young Adult Group. Alex and Audrey are 
willing to assist (making arrangements, finding 
materials, etc.).  
 The groups would be casual 
and personal, as they are 
supportive by nature. Meetings 
may be at someone’s home or 
the coffee shop, or via Zoom. 
 If you are interested, please 
contact Alex and Audrey at 
stjohnyouthandfamilyministry.@gmail.com. 

Operation Christmas Child Boxes 
Delivered Via Sunday School Porch Visits 

 

 During the most recent Sunday School Porch Visit, each student received 
an Operation Christmas Child box and label, an information sheet, and an 
activity sheet. Each student is encouraged to pack a box. Congregation 
members are also invited to participate by picking up a box from the South 
Main entrance Information Center or in the office.  

 Deliver packed boxes to Bible Baptist Church (1401 N. Lincoln) no later than Sunday, November 
22. For more information, contact Alex and Audrey at stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com. 
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2020 Turkey Trot 

Virtual 5K Walk/Run/Bike 

November 22-28, 2020 
You decide HOW! You decide WHEN! You decide WHERE! 

EVENT INFORMATION: 
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and adult leaders from around the world gather for 
a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in 
interactive learning, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are 
challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives. By participating in the 2020 Turkey 
Trot, you will help St. John youth to raise funds to help offset costs associated with the 2022 
National Youth Gathering. We thank you for your support! 
 

EVENT SCHEDULE: 
The 2020 Turkey Trot Virtual 5K Walk/Run/Bike will kick off Sunday, November 22 and 
conclude Saturday, November 28. Run your race any time during that week - or walk your race - 
or bike your race!! YOU DECIDE!  

 

REGISTRATION AND PACKET PICKUP: 
Registration is $25.00 and includes a 2020 Turkey Trot t-shirt (registrations received after 
November 13 are not guaranteed a shirt). Registrations will be available in the church office and 
on the St. John website (stjohnrussell.com) in the near future.  

 

LOCATION AND COURSE INFORMATION: 
We invite you to run, walk, jog, bike, roll, row, or swim the 2020 Turkey Trot from a safe course 
outside, or on fitness equipment (treadmill, rowing machine, etc.) inside. 

 

RESULTS: 
Submit results by December 1. Details on reporting results will be available soon. 

Top 3 Reasons Why You Should Run a Virtual Race 
 

1. No pesky start times! Many in-person 5K races start early in the morning. Getting 

up at 6:00 am (or earlier) is the norm (factoring in breakfast, travel time, check-in, 

and warm up. With a Virtual 5K, hit the snooze button and begin your race day 

routine at any time! 

2. No set course! Run in your neighborhood, run at the track, run on a trail. You can 

even run on a treadmill, avoiding weather issues entirely! Wherever you want to 

run is up to you! 

3. No crowds! Run alone, with your family, or with close friends. The screaming, 

pushing, sweating, swearing crowds are totally eliminated! 



    November 

        Birthdays 

 

 

November 

Anniversaries 
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 24 hour drop off resumes 
November 2 

 Regular store hours 
resume November 5 

 Masks are required for 
everyone (ages 5 and up) 

 

Please be aware: 
Schedules may 

change as health 
issues change 



Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF 

Care Center Residents 
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We especially lift up in prayer those in care centers, nursing homes, and senior living facilities, 
as well as others experiencing isolation.  



Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD 

 

OUR PARISH RECORDS 

Offerings 
 

October 4 ........... $4,090.00 
October 11 ........... 3,351.00 
October 18 ........... 1,497.00 
October 25* 
  *(data not available at time of printing) 

God Bless 
our Troops 
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Actual Income/Expenses 
Thru September 30 

 

Income ................... $193,392.00 

Expenses ............... $173,142.31 

 $20,250.61 

 
Stewardship Letters and Time & Talent Sheets 

will be appearing in your mailbox soon.  
 

Please return completed forms to the church office 

as soon as possible. 
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Russell Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
Different Plan - Same Blessings 

 

Thursday, November 26 
Pick Up or Delivery  

St. Mary Queen of Angels 
 

The Russell Community Thanksgiving Dinner may look a bit different 
this year, but the blessings are the same! Offered as a service of 
thanks and praise, the Dinner is offered to the community at no cost. 

 
There will be no sit down meal this year, but meals may be picked up in the St. Mary Queen 
of Angels parking lot on Thanksgiving Day. A big turkey will be overseeing the meal pick-up, 
a really big turkey (look for the inflatable turkey marking the pickup spot)! 
 
The delivery procedure has not changed, and deliveries may be scheduled by contacting 
Dannie’ll at 785-483-1772. 
 
The Russell Community Thanksgiving Dinner welcomes volunteers to assist the week of 
Thanksgiving and the morning and early afternoon of Thanksgiving Day. Volunteers are 
needed for preparing and assembling meals, as well as meal delivery. No experience is 
necessary - there’s a job for everyone!! If you would like to volunteer, please contact 
Dannie’ll at 785-483-1772. 
 
The modified plan results in additional costs for the Russell Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner. Monetary donations may be dropped off at Russell OPI (724 N. Main) or mailed to 
Russell Community Thanksgiving Dinner, PO Box 623, Russell KS 67665. 
 
Psalm 100:4-5 states: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give 
thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his 
faithfulness continues through all generations. Let us share our blessings in whatever way 
we can, with whomever we can. 

 

Lutheran Assistance Reaches Across the US 
 

 Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response allow the ELCA to effectively respond in times of 
disaster where assistance is needed most. Gifts designated to a specific disaster will be 
used in full (100%) to help with immediate and long-term needs. 
 Currently, Lutheran Disaster Response is providing assistance with victims of US 
wildfires, hurricanes, severe storms, and flooding. In addition, LDR has mobilized to 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, providing support to food pantries and meal 
distribution sites; supplying personal protective and medical equipment to first responders 
and emergency personnel; and offering sanitation and hygiene awareness education. 
 Donations may be designated to a specific donation, or to the area of most need. 
Checks may be made to St. John Lutheran. Please indicate specific disaster or “area of 
most need” in the memo field of your check or on your envelope. 



St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
October 21, 2020 

 
 

 Voting Members Present: Pastor Roger Dennis, Judy Albrecht, Carol Fritz, Andrea  
  Krauss, Kristine Mader, Nathan Ryan, Kim Stoppel 
 Others Present: John Dumler, Judy Holmes, Sheryl Krug, Alex Lofland 
 Excused: Blaine Maier, Richard Sieker 
 Absent: Jim Dumler, Kameron Schneider, Mary Ulrich, Gaylon Walter 

 
 
Invocation / Call to Order 
 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm. Pastor Roger 

Dennis led the Council members in a prayer of invocation. 
 
Amendments to Agenda 
 Pastor Dennis requested “Computer Purchase Update” be added to Unfinished Business and 

“Zoom Subscription” be added to New Business. By consensus, both items were added. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the September 16, 2020 Council 

Meeting as presented. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss reviewed the financial reports. Krauss reported Southwind 

Bank is finalizing the St. John Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan Forgiveness application. 
The application  with corroborating data prepared by the St. John bookkeeper will be submitted to 
the Small Business Association as soon as possible. 

 
Standing Committee Reports 
 PMA - PMA Dumler reviewed his repor t as presented in the Council packet. 
 Youth and Family Ministry - Alex Lofland review his report as presented in the Council packet.   
 Education - Kim Stoppel repor ted that Sunday School porch visits continue every other 

week and several teachers create YouTube videos each week. Links to the hard copy materials and 
videos are available on the St. John website.   

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - No report. 
 Property - Nathan Ryan repor ted that Callabresi Heating & Cooling, Salina, investigated 

what was thought to be a water line leak. Callabresi found the source of the leak to be a small part 
in an air handler in the sanctuary. The part was replaced and the water lines in the kitchen were 
reinsulated. Ryan also reported that installation has begun for the WIFI upgrade, noting that he 
will work with Cory Funk to finalize the project. 

 Stewardship/Finance - Council Vice President Andrea Krauss noted that the Time & Talent 
sheets will be updated this year to include volunteer opportunities for technology. Krauss asked 
that each committee chair review the 2021 Budget Worksheets and submit completed worksheets 
no later than Friday, November 6. 
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 Worship & Music/Technology - Kristine Mader reported Daron Woelk continues to volunteer his 
time to present the 10:30 Sunday service on Facebook. Live streaming continues with links 
available on the St. John website. Mader also reported that camera angles were modified to 
include the “Fruits of the Spirit Tree” that is used during the Children’s Moment.   

 Youth Groups - No report. 
 Cemetery - No report. 
 Other Reports -  

 Heart2Home project volunteers provided a written report with updates for each project. 
Kim Stoppel suggested the Heart2Home project be considered as a recipient of memorial 
monies. 

 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss reported that Council President Blaine Maier has 
prepared a list of those Council members that will be eligible for reelection at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting in January 2021. 

 Pastor Dennis -  
 Pastor reported it has been a somber month - more funerals, more illness and surgeries, 

more grief - with countless calls and personal visits. Pastor shared the good news about the 
Confirmation II class, which is meeting in person following all social distancing and mask 
recommendations. If Ruppenthal Middle School returns to full day, in-person classes, 
Pastor will work with the Confirmation students and their parents to reschedule classes. 

 Pastor noted that there has been an increase in requests for assistance. A State-level 
program has been implemented to provide rent assistance for individuals whose 
employment has been affected by COVID. These monies are available until depleted, and 
information will be passed on to individuals as needed. 

 Kendra Bay, Senior Intern from Russell High School, is working with Pastor, RHS Bronco 
Radio and KRSL Russell Radio to produce a Community Thanksgiving Program to be 
broadcast on the Sunday before Thanksgiving and rebroadcast on Thanksgiving morning. 

 Pastor stated all discussion and decisions regarding Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
services are on hold until November 15. 

 Pastor reviewed comments from parishioners regarding services. The majority of comments 
support the Council’s decision to suspend in-person services at this time.  

 Pastor asked that a Prayer Shawl be sent to Cory Ryan, Lyons Police Officer, who was shot 
in the line of duty on October 16, 2020. Officer Ryan is a cousin of St. John parishioner and 
Council member, Nathan Ryan. 

 
Unfinished Business 
 Pastor Roger Dennis updated the Council on the computer and software updates. By working 

directly with Dell, Pastor secured better quality hardware at a discounted price. Pastor indicated 
he would work with Cory Funk to determine the most cost-effective software purchase. 

 
New Business  
 It was moved, seconded and approved to approve the Transfer Requests from Dolores Earnest, 

Derrill Castor and Marvel Castor (previous members of St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church in 
Russell). 

 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss noted that although the 2021 Prairiesta Committee had not 
yet submitted a building use request form, St. John should keep the building use schedule open 
from June 1 through June 13, 2021 so that St. John may serve as a possible location for Prairiesta 
activities. Council will take action on the Building Use Request upon receipt. 

 The St. John Bylaws Committee will include Pastor Roger Dennis, Council President Blaine 
Maier, Council Vice President Andrea Krauss, and Council Secretary Carol Fritz. 
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 Pastor Dennis reported that Deb Kreutzer has been released to work, and recommended the 
custodial position be split between Deb Kreutzer and John Kreutzer. Deb will return to work, 
completing “light” work, and John will complete “heavy” work as needed. No additional hours 
will be required. The shared custodial position was approved by consensus. 

 Pastor Dennis explained the need for alternatives for virtual communication. The video 
communications app, Zoom, has been utilized by St. John committees and groups, and would be 
an option for providing on-line services. The free version limits both number of participants and 
session length, and offers no data storage, making it unfeasible for services. Pastor reviewed the 
Zoom subscription levels, noting maximum participants, time restrictions, and data storage 
features for each level. It was moved, seconded, and approved to utilize Technology funds for a 
Zoom app subscription with up to 100 participants, unlimited session length, and associated data 
storage an annual cost of $150.00. 

 
Discussion 
 It was shared with Council that the Executive Committee had made the difficult decision to 

suspend in-person worship at this time. The Council had empowered the Executive Committee in 
the event decisions had to be made before regularly scheduled Council meetings. All Council 
members participated in discussion and affirmed the Executive Committee’s decision. By 
consensus, the Council agreed to review the status of in-person worship monthly. 

 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss reported that new council members will receive a reference 
binder including, but not limited to, the St. John Constitution and Bylaws; job descriptions; 
budgets; and policies and procedures. 

 
Adjournment 
 At 6:16 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 Next Executive meeting – Thursday, November 12, 2020 (time TBD) 
 Next Council meeting – Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at 5:15 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary 
Recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder 



The 10:30 Worship Services on November 11 and 25 will be broadcast on 

KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130. 
 

Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com. 
 

This outreach is made possible by various contributions. 

St. John Lutheran 
425 N. Main St. 

Russell KS 67665 
 

Phone: 785-483-5358 
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 
Website: stjohnrussell.com 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

Pastor Roger Dennis 
 785-445-4140 (h); 785-445-8065 (c) 
 pastor@ruraltel.net 
 

John Dumler, PMA 
 785-483-1382 (c)  
 pma@ruraltel.net 
 

Alex & Audrey Lofland, Youth & Family 
 Ministry Coordinators 
 785-324-0203 (c) 
 stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com  
 

Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper 
 sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net 
 

Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant 
 

Debora Kreutzer, Custodian 
 

Church Council 

 President—Blaine Maier 

 Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Secretary—Carol Fritz 

 Treasurer—Judy Albrecht 

 Education—Kim Stoppel 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish 

  Fellowship—Mary Ulrich 

 Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &  

  Richard Sieker 

 Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader 

 Youth—Kameron Schneider 

 Cemetery—Gaylon Walter 

Please submit address updates 
to the Church Office. 

 

If you would like your address 
removed from the mailing list,  

please let us know by 
phone, email or return mail.
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