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As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit,
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Now concerning the collection for the saints: you
should follow the directions I gave to the churches of
Galatia. 2 On the first day of every week, each of you is
to put aside and save whatever extra you earn, so that
collections need not be taken when I come. 3 And when
I arrive, I will send any whom you approve with letters
to take your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable
that I should go also, they will accompany me.
In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul asks the Church at
Corinth to make a commitment to financially help the Church
in Jerusalem that had become a refuge for a large number of
Christians, and they were supporting and caring for all of
these people. They were also what we might call today the
“mother” church where the leaders of the church at that time
were operating. It was from here that the Apostles and
Disciples were being sent out to different locations to plant
churches and spread the message of the gospel, the good
news of Jesus Christ.
The Church at Corinth was a “wealthy” community for
their time and Paul asks them to give out of their abundance.
Scholars believe this community of Christians was about 40
to 50 members. In the 2nd letter to the Corinthians, Paul
reminds them of their commitment which they had not kept.
He holds up the Church at Macedonia as a comparison. The
Macedonians were not wealthy, yet they supported the
Jerusalem Church generously out of their “poverty.”
(Continued on page 2)

Teri Talk - Joyful Giving, Continued from Page 1
No church is too small to give and no church too large to receive. The entire church
belongs to Christ, as does the work and mission done by each individual congregation, the
network of churches in each Synod, each of the 65 Synods in the ELCA, each of the 80
companion churches, and all of the mission partners active globally. As the year 2021 is
coming to a close, we look ahead to the new year 2022 and a new beginning in the life of
the church.
This year the Church Council has made the decision to not mail out individual
stewardship letters due to rising cost of postage. Yet, as individuals, we need to think about
our discipleship and what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. In planning for the future
and in making choices as a disciple of Jesus Christ. I encourage you to reflect on how “God
has blessed you in so many ways. How do you feel God is calling you to respond to those
many blessings?”
I invite you to take some time to consider the many blessings God has bestowed upon
you and how you may choose to honor God by sharing a portion of those blessings with
your faith community in the form of time, talents, gifts, and financial resources. Though
changes have occurred we all continue our journey of faith together.
I pray that every member of this faith community will celebrate God’s generosity and
grace through sharing, joyful giving and renewed commitment to the life, work and mission
of St. John Lutheran Church.
God of abundance, you have poured out a large measure of earthly blessings: our
table is richly furnished, our cup overflows, and we live in safety and security. Teach
us to set our hearts on you and not these material blessings. Keep us from becoming
captivated by prosperity, and grant us wisdom to use your blessings to your glory
and to the service of humankind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ELW Prayers p80
God bless you and keep you!
Pr. Teri Sutherlin

You can give a hospital patient something to be extra thankful for in November.
ONE blood donation can help save the lives of THREE people
American Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, November 14 ~ 9:00 am to 3:00 pm ~ Parish Hall
Appointment ONLY - NO walk-in donations
visit www.redcrossblood.org
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All Saints Weekend
November 6-7, 2021
Each year on the weekend closest to All Saints Day (Nov. 1) we
observe All Saints Sunday. On All Saints Sunday, we celebrate all of
the baptized people of God, living and dead, who make up the
body of Christ. We will remember, in particular, those who have preceded us in faith from the
early Christian martyrs (witnesses) to those of this congregation who have passed away since
the last All Saints celebration.
As we do this, we will recall the love and works of ministry that these people have shared
with us, we will again give thanks for their lives, and we will ask God to give us strength and
faith as we continue with our own lives. We especially remember the St. John Lutheran
Church members who have passed away since November 1, 2019.

2021

2020

2020

Donna Albrecht

Dorothy Bay

Mary Lou Morgenstern

Paul David

Frances Boxberger

Don Murphy

Herta Ehrlich

Marlyn “Dean” Brown

David Nelson

Keith Howe

Harold Brumley

Frances Nuss

Ramona Hutchinson

Isabell Hainke

Leland Nuss

Curtis Mader

Ramona Hutchison

Harold Pohlman

Edna Mai

Tom Hutchison

Pat Radke

Jentry Mai

Doris Keller

Don Reinhardt

Janice Marshall

Connie Kilian

Rita Reynolds

Paxton Moreland

Dennis Kilian

Donna Schneider

Ula Faye Olsen

Don Kilian

Elmer Steinle

Violet Rutter

Donald H. Krug

Gerald Stoppel

Cathern Trapp

John Laubhan

John Strachan

Frances Wagner

Jim Madsen

Allen Strecker

November 2021
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St. John WELCA Thankoffering Sunday
NOVEMBER 14, 2021
Thankofferings are a long-standing custom
among Lutheran women. We give in thanksgiving for
blessings received–and we do receive so many
blessings, don’t we? And we are so grateful. That’s
why we give Thankofferings.
What do our Thankofferings support?
The founders of Women of the ELCA decided back in 1988 that Thankofferings are to support
the ongoing ministries of the churchwide women’s organization. Our founders would be amazed to
see what that covers these days!
Our ongoing ministries include our many online and printed communications channels
including the WELCA website, our justice and advocacy work, training and development for elected
leaders throughout the women’s organization, our constant work in support of congregational and
synodical women’s organizations, the administration of our grants and scholarship programs, all that
goes into our triennial convention (the business meeting, that is), and so much more.
Thankofferings are a long-standing spiritual practice among women of faith. What are you
thankful for? How will you act on that gratitude?

Healing Services Begin November 11
The holiday season is not a joyful one for everyone,
especially those who are grieving, dealing with severe or
chronic illness, those who are coping with depression or
anxiety and those who have been hard hit financially.
The church embraces the ministry of healing as an important way of bringing the loving care
of God to people in their need. Although the dimensions of this healing work are many and include
a variety of institutions dedicated to it, the ministry of healing has its foundation in the prayer of the
worshiping community, where two or three are gathered at a particular time of need.
In the rite of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of God that come through the
scientific or medical community, nor does it promise a cure. Rather, the church offers and celebrates
gifts such as these: God’s presence with strength and comfort in time of suffering, God’s promise of
wholeness and peace, and God’s love embodied in the community of faith.
Pr. Teri Sutherlin will offer weekly healing services beginning November 11, 2021. Services will
begin at 5:30 pm and will be 30-45 minutes. Anyone is welcome to attend these services which will
continue through the Christmas season.
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PMA Notes ~ November 2021
Today, I sit in my office at St. John and my mind drifts to what is happening all
around us - within our St. John family, within my family and throughout the world and I ask why? I go back to something that was said by all of the Pastors I have
been privileged to know and what they were able to teach me along the way. My
ability to understand the pain of this life is overwhelming sometimes - I need to hear
the “Good News” today. I begin to look for a scripture to lift me up, for in this week I
have seen the inevitability that a friend will move on to a heavenly life. I see others
in this community wonder where will the money come to pay a bill, otherwise they
will have no food, or in some cases no lights, no water, no heat and on and on. Most
importantly we need to see God in our lives! For me, it hasn’t happened like “I”
wanted.
Today, we take the following to lean on, to get us through the mess we call life:
“The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of
trouble. And those who know your name put their trust in you, for
you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.” Psalm 9:9
Today we are reminded that God has not forsaken us. We know that this is
temporary. We don’t have to carry the burden ourselves. We always know that God
is with us, even through bad times. It will get better - forever - when we meet God.
Those we lose are always close in our hearts - through stories, a token, or a
personal item we keep around to remind us of the good times.
The question becomes “How can I help?” We are St. John - we help to be the
church in our community and in the wider church as well. “How can I help” - let us
know! Let us know where you would like to help in the life of St. John. We need all
of you to help bring great worship to life. “I have no talents” - we all have talents,
some way to we can lend a hand. We need to find, and help fill, vacancies in our
church and serve as we can to keep St. John the vital, important church it is in the
Russell community.
To paraphrase Paul - “We are all one body and united in that body, we are the
body of Christ!” We are all equal members, and we have no limitations when it
comes to serving God. I sing to the glory of God, not because I have a great voice,
but I sing to God’s glory.
We are family. We come here with a willing heart. We worship to find
forgiveness. God give us that. We offer each week our hearts, mind, faith, and gifts.
We have God’s word proclaimed to us - go out and serve me by spreading the good
news! Please complete a Sharing Gifts Survey and let us know how you might gift
us with your time and talents.
We are all God’s children and we all have gifts to give. We are thankful for all
God gives us - now let us give to others. Starting today!
Yours in Christ,
November 2021

John Dumler- PMA
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November Worship Assistants
6:00 PM SATURDAY

8:15 AM SUNDAY
GREETER/USHER:
7 Kurt & Lois DeWald
14 Connie Schinkus
21 Dick & Georganna McCrary
28

MUSICIAN:
7 Sandy Krug
14 Sandy Krug
21 Sandy Krug
28 Sandy Krug

LECTOR:
7 Lois DeWald
14 Connie Schinkus
21 Georganna McCrary
28

READER:
6
13
20 Jeanine Byers-Long
27 Elaine Voos

10:30 AM SUNDAY
GREETER:
7 Brad & Cheryl Prester (N)
Glenna Hackerott (S)
14 Brad & Cheryl Prester (N)
D & G McCrary (S)
21 M & D Waymaster (N)
Sheryl Krug (S)
28 Blaine Stoppel (N)
Irene Coffeen (S)
USHER:
7 Brad & Cheryl Prester
14 Brad & Cheryl Prester
21 Mike & Diane Waymaster
28 Blaine Stoppel
ACOLYTES:
7 Cooper Gier
Hailey Gier
14 Jasmine Jefferson
Maggie Olson
21 Jaxon Ross
Karrsyn Ross
28 Rogan Dumler
Dominick Hernandez
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GREETER/USHER:
6 Glenn Gideon
13 Allen & Betty Funk
20 Darold & Corine Gideon
27 Bob & Elaine Voos

LECTOR:
7 Carol Fritz
14 Judy Holmes
21 Blaine Maier
28 Kim Stoppel
LITURGIST:
7 Carol Fritz
14 Judy Holmes
21 Blaine Maier
28 Kim Stoppel
MUSICIAN:
7 Sandy Krug
14 Sandy Krug
21 Sandy Krug
28 Sandy Krug

SONG LEADER:
6 DJ Klema
13 DJ Klema
20
27
MUSICIAN:
6 Brady Ruggels
13 Peggy Anschutz
20 Glenda Phillips
27

BULLETIN DELIVERY
5
12
19
26

Georganna McCrary
Olson Family
Frank & Melva Peirano
Carol Prester

ALTAR GUILD
Tiffinie Mai (Chair)
Connie Dumler, Mona Grady,
Deb Karst, Barbara Krug,
Rhonda Kuhlmann
November 2021

Food Pantry
Thanksgiving
Baskets
Share the holidays with your neighbors this
Thanksgiving… and not just ham, but also
potatoes, green beans, corn and even pie!
These ingredients combine to create the
“joy of sharing” during the Thanksgiving holiday. In
addition, individuals who receive a Thanksgiving
basket will also receive a basket at Christmas.
A $30 donation from your family or
organization will provide a Thanksgiving basket for
a family in Russell County who would not
otherwise be able to afford a Thanksgiving meal.
The Russell County Food Pantry will be doing the
purchasing and distribution of the Thanksgiving
baskets.
If you would like to donate, drop a check off
at the church office or at the Russell County Food
Pantry at 15 N. Front Street.

Russell County
Association of Churches

Community Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 21, 2021
7:00 pm
St. John Lutheran Church
All are welcome and
invited to attend
Special music presented by
St. John Ringers and the
Russell Community Choir
Everyone is invited to join the
Community Choir rehearsal starts at
5:45 pm (before the service).
For more information,
contact the church office.

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
The 43rd Annual Russell Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on Thanksgiving Day,
November 25. Due to the ongoing pandemic, an in-person meal will not be served. Instead, meals
will be available by delivery OR curbside pickup.
Delivery begins at 11 AM with curbside pickup from noon to 2:00 pm at St. Mary Queen of
Angels Catholic Church.
Meals are provided at no cost, but free will donations are accepted. To schedule a pick-up
or delivery, please call Dannie’ll Heaton at 785-483-1772. If you wish to make a donation or
volunteer, call Dannie’ll or stop by OPI, Inc. on Main Street.
November 2021
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Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, November 27
Starting at 9:00 am
ALL Altar Guild and Property Committee members
(past and present), and any willing volunteers are invited to assist.

Advent Services
Need YOU!
Pastor Teri invites individuals, couples, and
families to participate in this year’s Advent
services. These volunteers will present the weekly
Advent reading (provided in advance) and light the
candles.
Advent volunteers will be needed at all three
services each weekend in Advent.
Saturday, Nov. 27 ............
8:15 Sunday, Nov. 28 .......
10:30 Sunday, Nov. 28 .....

Poinsettia heads up
Although plans are not finalized for
Christmas services, we do know poinsettias
and candles will be on display at St. John. We
invite you to donate a poinsettia, or sponsor
a candle, in memory of, or to honor, a special
person. Poinsettias may also be given to the
Glory of God.
Registration forms will be included in the
December Newsletter and should be
returned as soon as possible. To be included
in the Christmas weekend bulletin,
completed forms must be returned no later
than Monday, December 20.

Saturday, Dec. 4 ...............
8:15 Sunday, Dec. 5 .........
10:30 Sunday, Dec. 5 .......Eck Family
Saturday, Dec. 11 .............
8:15 Sunday, Dec. 12 .......
10:30 Sunday, Dec. 12 .....
Saturday, Dec. 18 .............
8:15 Sunday, Dec. 19 .......Michael Olson Family
10:30 Sunday, Dec. 19 .....
Whether you have a specific date and time in
mind, or are willing to help at any service, please
contact the church office as soon
as possible.
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Operation Christmas Child update
St. John Youth will not be hosting an
Operation Christmas Child packing party
this year, but donations of toys and
personal care items may be made at 745 W.
Wichita Avenue every Thursday (10:00 am
or 4:00 pm). Monetary donations may be
made by calling Alice at 785-483-1795.

November 2021

St. John Ringers and Agape Choir
The St. John Ringers Bell Choir will present special music during the Russell
County Association of Churches Community Thanksgiving Service on Sunday,
November 21 at 7:00 pm. Ruth Keil, Agape Choir Director, will serve as the
Community Choir director. Singers do not have to be an Agape Choir member to
participate in the Community Choir. For more information, contact the church office.
Practices
Date

St. John Ringers

Agape Choir

November 3 ............... 6:30 pm ........... 7:30 pm
November 10 ............. 6:30 pm ........... 7:30 pm
November 17 ............. 6:30 pm ........... 7:30 pm
Performances

Agape Choir .......... November 21 ..... Meet in Chapel or Sanctuary, sing at 10:30 Service
St. John Ringer ...... November 21 ..... Meet in Chapel, ring at 10:30 Service
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 7:00 PM

St. John Women
of the ELCA
Next St. John WELCA Meeting:

Sewing Circle says THANK YOU

Thursday, November 4
10:00 am
St. John Parish Hall

Over 60 quilts made by the St. John Sewing
Circle were blessed during services on October 2
and 3. Some quilts were set back to give to local
organizations, and some quilts were purchased
by congregation members. In all, 45 quilts are on
their way to Lutheran World Relief.

Lesson Leader:
Jean Mai
Large print lesson
materials
provided upon
request

November 2021

Thank you to all those who have supported
the Sewing Circle through donations and
purchases. Your donations allowed us to cover all
shipping costs to LWR and their final destinations.
For more information, contact Kaye
Schlessman, Margaret Finkbeiner, Georganna
McCrary, or the church office.
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Annual Committee and Ministry Reports
Written reports for the Annual Book of Reports are to be submitted to the
church office no later than 1:30 pm, Monday, December 20. The following
committees and groups should submit reports:
Altar Guild
Cemetery
Congregation President
Education
Evangelism
Heart2Home
New Mothers Care Team

Parish Fellowship
Parish Ministry Associate
Pastor
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Property
Scholarship
Sewing Circle

Social Ministry
Technology
Wiggle Your Wings Preschool
Women of the ELCA
Worship & Music
Youth

We encourage any organization to submit a report, if applicable
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 16, 2022 immediately following the 10:30 am
service. Inclement weather date will be January 23, 2022.

Opportunities available to reach
our Care Center Residents
As a member of the Russell County
Association of Churches, St. John Lutheran Church
provides Care Center Worship at Homestead, Main
Street Manor, and Wheatland on a rotating
schedule with other RCAOC member churches.
RCAOC Care Center Worship is offered every
Sunday afternoon.

Worship may be as simple as singing hymns
with the residents, reading selected scripture,
telling a bible story, or presenting special music.
Please consider volunteering to assist at one
service in 2022. Volunteers may be of any age and
require no special talents.
Our outreach to Care Center residents is a vital
ministry and appreciated more than you can
imagine. Please contact Pastor Teri or PMA John for
more information or to volunteer.
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If you haven’t completed a Sharing Gifts/
Christmas Service Survey please do so as
soon as possible.
Your input will allow St. John Committees
to plan for weekly worship assistants and
make decisions on Christmas weekend
services.
Please return completed surveys to the
church office or place in the offering plate
no later than Monday, November 8.

November 2021

NEWS
Sunday School Schedule
Nov. 7 ...... In session
Nov. 14 .... In session
Nov. 21 .... In session
Nov. 28 .... NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Dec. 5 ...... In session
Dec. 12 .... In session
Dec. 19 .... All class Christmas
Celebration
Dec. 26 .... NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
PLEASE be aware this schedule
may change due to the ongoing
illnesses in the local schools. If
you are unsure about sending
your student to Sunday School,
please keep them home.

Third Time’s the Charm
2x5s Ice Cream Kick Off
Wednesday, November 3
6:30 pm ~ Parish Hall
ALL St. John youth from SECOND
through FIFTH Grades
AND their parents are invited.

Please bring your favorite ice cream topping to add
to the Sundae Bar (vanilla ice cream will be provided)!
2x5s will meet the FIRST and THIRD Wednesdays of each
month. Weekly meetings may be scheduled if parent
volunteers are willing to lend a hand. Questions? Call the
church office (785-483-5358) or Janella Eck, 2x5s Leader
(785-483-8722).

We are so excited for the renewal of the vital ministry our youth
provide to life of the congregation. They have chosen Proverbs
4:25 as their guiding scripture, “Let your eyes look directly forward,
and your gaze be straight before you.” The youth group is living out
their discipleship through service and are looking for opportunities
to serve and care for their neighbors.
One of their first service projects was helping Pr. Teri move furniture between floors of the
parsonage and bring in all the boxes from the garage so that space could be used as intended. A
great big thank you to all the youth who assisted that evening! If you have a service project the
youth could assist with, please contact Sara or Jason Krug to discuss your needs and how the
youth can help.
425 Youth is accepting donations for Toys4Tots. Toys must be new and unopened.
Donation sites and event dates will be forthcoming.
425 Youth has also participated in several fellowship activities, including a trip to Granny
Mae’s Pumpkin Patch and hosting a Halloween Party.
We give thanks to our 425 Youth leaders and volunteers, including Sara and Jason Krug,
Crecia Reeves, and Mickey Zorn. The initial meeting started with 6 youth and has grown to 16
plus!

At this time, there is NO Children’s Christmas Program scheduled.
A volunteer (or team of volunteers) will need to step forward before a Children’s Christmas Program is
scheduled and planned. If you are willing to lead the Children’s Christmas Program team, please notify the
office no later than Friday, November 12.
November 2021
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OUR PARISH RECORDS
Worship Attendance
Date

Sat

Offering
Early

Late

Oct 3 .......... $5,399.00
Oct 10 .......... 2,625.00
Oct 17 .......... 3,617.00
Oct 24 .......... 2,106.00
Oct 31 1

Total

Oct 3 ............. 19 .........24 ........ 50 ......... 93
Oct 10 ........... 21 .........26 ........ 37 ......... 84
Oct 17 ........... 17 .........30 ........ 61 ........ 108
Oct 24 ........... 18 .........31 ........ 49 ......... 98
Oct 31 1
Sunday School Attendance
Date

Students Guests

Sunday School Offering
Staff

Oct 3 2
Oct 10 ............... 80.25
Oct 17 3
Oct 24 3
Oct 31 1

Total

Oct 3 ............ 26 ..........0 .......... 6 .......... 32
Oct 10 ........... 23 ..........0 .......... 7 .......... 30
Oct 17 3
Oct 24 3
Oct 31 1

Actual Income/Expenses
Through September 30, 2021
Income .............. $176,458.68
Expenses ............ 163,947.09
$12,511.59

1

Data not available at time of
publication

2

10/3 Sunday School offering
included in 10/10 total

3

No Sunday School or
Confirmation

Modified November Communion Schedule
Due to the celebration of church holidays in November, we will have
only two communion weekends this month.
Communion will be offered at each All Saints Weekend service
Saturday, November 6 and Sunday, November 7
and
at each Christ the King Weekend service
Saturday, November 20 and Sunday, November 21

Daylight Savings Time
ENDS at 2:00 am
on Sunday, November 7.
Don’t forget to
set your clocks BACK
one hour before you
go to bed on Saturday!

St. John Seeks Philanthropic Fund Nominations
In an effort to make the Philanthropic Fund awards more
impactful, the Council decided at the October meeting to reduce the
number of nominations from three (as in the past) to two.
Nominations will be accepted for local and non-local non-profit
ministries. The two finalists will be selected by the Council at the
December meeting and presented to the congregation at the Annual
Meeting in January.
To nominate a non-profit ministry contact the church office.
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November
Birthdays
1 - Jodi Fowler
Rola Funk
2 - Brenda Keffer
3 - Brenda Boxberger
Todd Dumler
4 - Taylor Driscoll
Tracy Driscoll
Natasha Hare
Christopher Pummell
Lori VonFeldt
5 - Brent Bitter
Michael Moreland
Galen Niedenthal
6 - Brynley Rynerson
Donny Tanner
7 - Robin Leiker
Shara Neidenthal
Parker Owens
8 - Travis Dinkel
Gayle Dumler
Ryan Feil
Kim Ginther
9 - Lee Kuhlmann
Simone Overmiller
11 - Wade Brown
Benjamin Owens
12 - Mitchell Olson
Stean Olson
Payton Schneider
Randi Steinle
13 - Deloris Janne
Melissa Reeves
14 - Haiden Faircloth
Brenda Michaelis
Shyann Northcutt
15 - Lydia Lofland
16 - Nathan Donner
Lawson Feil
Denise Guth
Bailey Kilian
Christine Maier
Mikha Purscell
Tonja Stelly
November 2021

17 - Meridith Clark
Barbara Dietz
Rocky Yoder
18 - Jarred Biles
Nicole Keffer
Lacie Langhofer
Carol Prester
Charlene Rainey
19 - Timothy Brim
Christine Dietz
Noah Krug
Bailee Logsdon
Ashley Sellens
20 - Kaycee Enslow
Kaitlyn Kilian
21 - Cheyenne Brown
Kyleigh Funk
Riggins Neidenthal
Sam Schmidt
22 - Aubrey Peck
Janet Peerman
Lily Jo Ruggels
Chantel Straub
Pat Strecker
23 - Alec Ruggels
Owen Soldan
24 - Xzander Donner
Darold Gideon
25 - Jim Ehrlich
Barbara Krug
26 - Kaylen Acosta
Kendra Bay
Perry Dietz
Randall W. Mai
Nathan Pummell
Lance Waymaster
28 - Brett Mai
29 - Lorelai Boxberger
Beau Brogden
Emilee Kuhlmann
Colleen Olson
Elzina Scott
30 - Ramon Laurie
Marleigh Marshall

November
Anniversaries
1 - Robert & Gail Downing
Robert & Melinda Olson
2 - Mike & Clarissa Schneider
6 - Dennis & Gayle Dumler
10 - Blaine & Lori Maier
11 - Mark Wann & Janice
Wentworth
Brandon & Brooke Whitney
15 - Chris & Kristi Brungardt
20 - Nathan & Alison Ryan
21 - Don & Kim Augustine
24 - Perry & Christine Dietz
28 - Lee & Brenda Keffer
Cameron & Elizabeth Maier
30 - Jeremy & Mindie Ulrich

To be included in the
December Newsletter,
articles and
announcements
must be submitted
no later than
Wednesday, November 17
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE

To keep bulletins and monthly newsletters current, we review the “Prayers for God’s Presence” listings from time
to time. If a loved one’s name is removed in error, please accept our apologies, and notify the church office.

GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR OUR CARE CENTER RESIDENTS
If you (or a family member) would
like to be listed as a Care Center
Resident, please contact the church
office. No one will be listed without
permission.

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD
We especially think of those actively serving and
all veterans on Veterans Day (November 11).
We give thanks for their service and sacrifice.

God Bless
our Troops
November 2021
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St. John Lutheran
425 N. Main St., Russell KS 67665
Phone: 785-483-5358
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net
Website: stjohnrussell.com
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Pastor Teri Sutherlin

The St. John Newsletter is
available online at stjohnrussell.com

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Russell, Kansas
PERMIT NO. 11

To have your name removed from
the mailing list, please contact
the office at your convenience.

ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
8:00 am to 1:30 pm

620-521-6454 (c)
pastor@ruraltel.net

John Dumler, PMA
785-483-1382 (c)
pma@ruraltel.net

Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper
sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net

Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant
Debora Kreutzer, Custodian
Church Council
Officers:
Blaine Maier, President
Kim Stoppel, Vice President
Carol Fritz, Secretary
Andrea Krauss, Treasurer
Members:
Jim Dumler, Jordan Harrison,
Judy Holmes, Kristine Mader,
Kelvie Reeves, Brady Ruggels,
Gaylon Walter
Council Committees:
Cemetery; Education; Evangelism/
Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship;
Property; Stewardship/Finance;
Worship & Music/Technology; Youth
The 10:30 Worship Services on November 14 and 28 will be
broadcast on KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130.
Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com.
This outreach is made possible as a ministry of St. John Lutheran Church.

St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting
October 18, 2021
Voting Members Present: Carol Fritz, Judy Holmes, Andrea Krauss, Kristy Mader, Blaine Maier,
Kelvie Reeves, Kim Stoppel, Pastor Teri Sutherlin
Absent: Jim Dumler
Excused: Jordan Harrison, Brady Ru
ggels, Gaylon Walter
Others Present: John Dumler, Sheryl Krug
Invocation / Call to Order
 Council President Blaine Maier called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. PMA John Dumler provided an opening
prayer.
Amendments to Agenda
 The following additions to the Agenda were requested
 4. Unfinished Business; e) Instrument Repair and Maintenance
 5. New Business; c) Conference and Mileage Reimbursement request from Pastor Teri
It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the amendments to the Agenda as presented.
Approval of Minutes
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the September 15, 2021 Council Meeting as
presented. Andrea Krauss abstained.
Treasurer’s Report
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the September Treasurer’s Reports as presented. In addition,
Council Treasurer Andrea Krauss updated the Council on the status of the church appraisal (building and stained
glass) and distributed 2022 budget worksheets to each Committee Chair.
Communications
 A poster was received from Wiggle Your Wings Preschool, thanking the Council for the new carpeting. The poster
included thumbprints of each student, as well as staff.
Standing Committee Reports
 PMA - PMA John Dumler submitted a written report.
 Education - Kim Stoppel reported that Sunday School has been suspended for two weeks due to illnesses and
quarantines in the local schools. Regular Sunday School schedules will remain fluid, depending on current health
status of the schools and community. In observance of the upcoming holidays, Sunday School will not be held on
November 28, December 26, or January 2, 2022. A Sunday School Christmas Celebration will be held (during the
Sunday School hour) on December 19. There will be no Children’s Christmas Program as a volunteer has not
stepped forward to plan and prepare. If someone volunteers by Friday, November 12, a program may be
planned for December.
 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - Nothing to report.
 Property - Council President Blaine Maier provided an update on current project, including the front steps and
the sacristy cabinet.
 Stewardship/Finance - No additional information to report.
 Worship & Music/Technology - Kristine Mader shared that Sandy Krug recommended the organ and pianos be
tuned before Thanksgiving. Kristy also provided an update on the status of the handbell maintenance.
 Youth Groups - Kelvie Reeves reported that the 425 Youth have more than doubled in attendance, and several
activities and service projects have been completed or are in the planning stages.




Cemetery - Updates to the directory and map continue.
Pastor - Pastor Teri submitted a written report, highlighting the recent Theological Education Meeting and
Conference she attended the second week of October. She also reported that hospital visitation procedures are
in flux, and she was not allowed to visit some parishioners. Pastor Teri announced that Healing Services would be
offered at 5:30 pm each Thursday. Pastor Teri presented a request from Pr. Delvin Strecker for the use of the
Chapel for a German Christmas Service on January 2. No action was taken.

Unfinished Business
 Council President Blaine Maier reviewed the current status of the memorial designation project. It was moved,
seconded, and passed to complete handbell maintenance, and tune the organ and up to four pianos in an
amount not to exceed $4,000. Organ maintenance will be paid for with memorials from Florence Batt and LeRoy
Holt, with any remaining amounts paid for with memorials from Evelyn Hachmeister, Marilyn McEvoy, and Helen
Anschutz. Handbell maintenance will be paid for with memorials from Evelyn Hachmeister, Marilyn McEvoy, and
Helen Anschutz.
 Pastor Teri reported that the current Wedding Policy had been emailed to all Council members. She will email
the Policy with her recommendations for review at the November Council Meeting.
 After discussion, Kristy Mader volunteered to head up recruitment efforts for members to serve on the
Leadership Team, emphasizing the need for representation from all three services, and different age ranges.
 Council meeting dates and times were discussed. By consensus, the Council scheduled the November meeting
for Tuesday, November 16 at 7:00 pm. Starting in December, Council will meet on the third Sunday of each
month, following the 10:30 Service.
New Business
 Pastor Teri emphasized the need for better communication between committees and herself, and better
cooperation between committees. She has discovered several St. John events and traditions that may be
included in services, if information and planning is done in advance. Special services and events were discussed,
including All Saints Sunday, Thankoffering weekend, Blue Christmas service, incorporating German language and
traditions in the Christmas celebrations, weekly Healing Services and hanging of the greens. Kristy Mader noted
that the Worship & Music committee will review and address several of these items at their next meeting. No
action was taken.
 Pastor Teri reviewed several maintenance issues in the pastors’ offices. She will present a summary to the
Property Committee for review. No action was taken.
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the request for reimbursement from Pastor Teri for mileage and
conference expenses in the amount of $1,445.92 using MIF Continuing Education funds.
Discussion
 After discussion, it was moved, seconded, and passed to accept Local and Non-Local nominations for the annual
Philanthropic Fund awards, with the Council making final selections for presentation to the congregation at the
Annual Meeting.
Adjournment
 At 8:32 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Executive meeting – Thursday, November 11, 2021 at 6:00 pm
Next Council meeting – Tuesday, November 16 at 7:00 pm
Respectfully recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder
Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary

