St. John Lutheran Church
425 N. Main, Russell KS 67665  785-483-5358
Website: stjohnrussell.com  Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net
Find us on Facebook
Pastor: Roger Dennis  PMA: John Dumler  Family Ministry: Alex & Audrey Lofland

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit,
the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT

Reformation Sunday
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
8:00 am to 1:30 pm
Please submit address
updates to the church
office. If you would like
your address removed
from the mailing list,
please let us know by
phone, email or return
mail. Thank you.

During the Middle Ages, few people
other than monks and priests knew how
to read and write. During the
Renaissance, more and more people
became educated and learned how to
read. At the same time, the invention of
the printing press allowed for the scriptures of the Bible to be
printed and distributed. People were able to read the Bible for
themselves for the first time.
Martin Luther began to question the practices of the Catholic
Church as he studied the Bible. He found many areas where he felt
the Bible and the Catholic Church disagreed. On October 31, 1517,
Luther took a list of 95 points where he thought the Church had
gone wrong and nailed it to the door of a Catholic Church.
Many people agreed with Martin Luther that the Catholic
Church had become corrupt. Much of northern Europe began to
separate from the Catholic Church. Several new churches were
formed, including the Lutheran Church.

Until the 20th century, most Lutheran churches celebrated
Reformation Day on October 31, regardless of which day of the
week it occurred. Today, most Lutheran churches transfer the
festival, so that it falls on the Sunday on or before October 31 with
All Saint’s Day on the Sunday on or after November 1.
In many ways, Reformation Day (or Reformation Sunday)
celebrates the Birthday of the Lutheran Church. We will be
celebrating the Reformation on Saturday, October 26 and Sunday,
October 27. Come and see, come and hear!

Share the Holidays
with Your Neighbor

Pastoral Perceptions ~ October 2019
“God? Jesus?”

In 2019, the Russell
By Pastor Roger Dennis
County Food Pantry has
served 48 families each
month (on average). Many
“God?” and “Jesus?” are the two most common
of these families will not
responses given by confirmands to any question I ask of
be able to provide special
them when they do not know or are uncertain of the
meals during the upcoming
answer. This should come as no surprise. I laughingly say,
holiday season.
Once again, the Food
Pantry is having a “Share
the Holidays with Your
Neighbor” campaign to
provide Thanksgiving and
Christmas baskets,
including all the basic
elements of a holiday
meal. Thanks to the
generosity of the Russell
community, last year the
Food Pantry provided
holiday meals for over 200
families.

“Are you asking a question?” and “No, ‘God’ and ‘Jesus’
are not the answers to all questions”. I suggest if they do
not know the answer to a question, the reply should either
be “Grace” or “The Cross, the Cross, the Cross”.
We profess in the first article of the Apostles Creed
that God is the creator of all. We profess in the second
article of the Creed that Jesus is the Savior of the world.
Thus, when we are lost or in the dark, both bring the light.

As Paul wrote in I Corinthians 13:11, “When I was a
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child; when I became a man, I gave up childish
ways”. The Christian pilgrimage, for both individuals and
worship communities alike, requires growth. We believe in
A $30 donation will
provide a holiday basket
a “living God”, not a historical individual’s life and teaching
for a family in Russell
from some time in the past. Too often, we can be tempted
County who would no
to see and understand God as if one snapshot fully
otherwise be able to afford
captures all of creation’s past, present and future.
a holiday meal. To donate,
contact the church office
or mail a check to the
Russell County Food
Pantry, 15 N. Front, Russell
KS 67665.

In my own journey, my understanding of the
implications of the Cross and God’s grace in the person of
Jesus continues to not only expand, but at times what I
have learned has caused me to change my own
understanding. For example, as I have frequently shared, I
grew up as a child being told (and believing) that women
could not serve in any church capacity that suggested any
authority over a male.
(Continued on page 3)
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Pastoral Perceptions, cont. from page 2

We have recently, and will shortly, celebrate a
baptism - listen to the promises made by parents and
congregation alike. Let us daily both confess, adjust,
and move forward realizing the call of Christ will
move us, at times reluctantly, into a faith journey
where we do not have to reply with a question, but
with a response grounded in faith.
— Pastor

Please note:
The Fourth Quarter 2019
(October-December)
Christ in Our Home: Light
for Today Devotionals are
available in the Information
Center in the hallway in
front of the Chapel and on
the bookcase by the main
Sanctuary entrance.

Spiritual Gifts
Given to us by God, shared to serve one another

Greeting Cards
St. John Lutheran members have
been good environmental stewards
in many ways, including collecting
and donating the fronts of greeting
cards.
The most recent batch of card
fronts will most likely be our last, as
the program that received our
donations will no longer accept
donations after October 1, 2019.
Thank you for your participation
in this project.
New Member Classes COMING SOON
Watch the bulletins for details!
Plan to invite family, friends, and
neighbors to learn more about St. John
Lutheran and consider becoming a
member. For more information, please
call the church office.
October 2019

God has given each Christian two vitally important gifts. The
first is the gift of faith in Jesus Christ, his work of redemption, and
thus forgiveness of sin. The second is the gift of one or more
special abilities, which are to be used for the purpose of unifying
the body of Christ and for the growth of God's Kingdom. These
abilities are called spiritual gifts and they are received through our
baptism. Like other presents, it is impossible to fully appreciate
and make use of our spiritual gifts until they have been opened.
The Apostle Paul addresses the presence of spiritual gifts in
three main sections of scripture: Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, and
Ephesians 4. Peter also verifies spiritual gifts in I Peter 4:10.
Through this scripture, we learn that all Christians have been given
at least one spiritual gift. The purpose of spiritual gifts is twofold:
(1) to unify Christians in their faith and (2) to produce growth
within the church, both numerical and spiritual. These gifts are to
be used out of love for one another, and in service to one another.
Your spiritual gifts do not appear and disappear as you pass
through the doors of your church! The special gifts God has given
you are with you always. They are meant to also be used in your
daily life to bring glory to God and serve
the needs of others.
The 2020 Time and Talent Sheets will
be presented to each confirmed member
of St. John Lutheran Church in late
October, and will provide members with
the opportunity to reflect on ways in
which we can share our gifts with others.
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OUR PARISH RECORDS
Worship Attendance - September 2019

Offerings

Date

Sat

Early

Late

Total

September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

43
84
43
23
*

39
29
32
25
*

55
92
59
109
*

137
205
145
157
*

September 1 ....... $2,990.25
September 8 ......... 4,104.25
September 15 ....... 4,343.00
September 22 ....... 3,435.25
September 29
*

Sunday School Attendance - September 2019
Date

September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

Teachers

Visitors

12
13
16
*

0
0
1
*

Sunday School Offerings

Students Total

51
50
53
*

63
63
70
*

September 8 .........$86.14
September 15 .........38.25
September 22 .........33.00
September 29
*

* Data not available at time of publication

2019 Actual Income/Expenses
January 1 through August 31

Income ............. $146,773.11
Expenses........... 175,200.39
($28,427.28)

Special Recognition for St. John Youth
At the 10:30 am service on September 8, 2019, ten young children of God were presented with Whirl
NSRV Bibles by the Christian Education Committee:
Hadlee Kay Brown
Campbell Rupert Lofland
Harper Lee Ryan

Layken T. Eck
Kyleigh Anne Funk
Ellise Anne Jefferson
Morgan Verlan Olson Magdalene Luella Olson Marshall Elroy Olson
Landon James Shaffer

Blessings to these youngsters as they continue their journey in and through the word of God.

During services the weekend of September 14 and 15, several students were recognized for Sunday
School Exceptional Attendance for the 2018-2019 Sunday School year.
First Year Award ..... Dominick Hernandez, Roman Hernandez, Alex Krug, Noah Krug, Evanlee Shuler
Third Year Award .... Layken Eck, Wesley Johnson, Hannah Krug
Fourth Year Award.. Kierra Eck, Ellise Jefferson, Avery Popp
Sixth Year Award .... Jasmine Jefferson
Eighth Year Award .. Lucien Karst
Congratulations to these Sunday School Students and a very special THANK YOU to all parents,
grandparents, and other friends and family who get them to Sunday School each week!
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Thanks and Praise
Preston Joseph Weigel and Madysen Tayler Frantz were united in marriage on
Saturday, September 21, 2019. Pastor Roger Dennis officiated.
Joshua Charles Lloyd Nickerson and Sydnie Clarene Bilbrey were united in marriage
on Saturday, September 28, 2019. Pastor Roger Dennis officiated.
A Marriage Blessing
May your marriage always bring glory to God, joy to one another
and blessings to your family for many generations to come.
May love and laughter fill your hearts and your home throughout
all the days of your lives.
May you face every challenge hand-in-hand and side-by-side knowing
that with God’s grace, you will conquer all obstacles together.
May the world be forever a better place because the two of you fell in love!
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
~ Dave Willis

Porter Ryan Steinle-Liederbach was baptized into Christ’s family
during the 6:00 pm service on Saturday, September 14, 2019. Porter is
the son of Randi Lynn Steinle and Randy Liederbach. His sponsors
are Paul Wagner and Jesse and Elizabeth Meis. We welcome you into
the body of Christ!

CHOIR SCHEDULES
St. John Ringers
Bell Choir

October 2 ............6:45 pm ....... Rehearse
October 9 ............6:45 pm ....... Rehearse
October 16 ..........6:45 pm ....... Rehearse
October 23 ..........6:45 pm ....... Rehearse
October 27 .........10:00 am ..... Meet in Chapel, ring at 10:30 Service
October 30 ..........6:45 pm ....... Rehearse

Agape Choir

October 2 ............8:00 pm ....... Rehearse
October 9 ............8:00 pm ....... Rehearse
October 16 ..........8:00 pm ....... Rehearse
October 20 .........10:00 am ..... Meet in Chapel, sing at 10:30 Service
October 30 ..........8:00 pm ....... Rehearse

October 2019
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St. John Women of the ELCA
St. John Women in Fellowship
WELCA Meeting

Women in Fellowship and Guests

Thursday, October 3
9:00 am—Breakfast at McDonalds
9:45 am—Business meeting at St. John
Leader: Judy Holmes

Thursday, October 10
5:30 pm—Dinner at Waudby’s
7:30 pm—Russell Community Theater presentation
of “Four Old Broads” (featuring several
St. John members including Debora
Kreutzer, Sheryl Krug and Georganna
McCrary!)
Dessert at Susy Krug’s home after the play

Serving God and Others
Quilting as Ministry

St. John Sewing Circle stiches up love
The quilts made by the Sewing Circle will be on display
during all services October 5 and 6. Quilts will be blessed
before they are boxed and sent to Lutheran World Relief for
distribution around the world.
The Sewing Circle would like to thank all who have shared
sheets for backs and material to make the tops. But, the
Sewing Circle has another need—more hands to make more
quilts! Sewing skills are not required, as tasks include ironing
the material and sheets; cutting out squares; sewing squares;
and tying quilts together.
Everyone is welcome to join in - the Sewing Circle meets on Tuesdays from 1:30
to 4:00 pm. If this time doesn’t work into your schedule some tasks can be done at
home at your convenience. Working together strengthens fellowship within St. John
Lutheran, serves as a faith witness to your community, and brings volunteers closer to
our global neighbors.
Today and every day, Lutheran World Relief Quilts give families around the world
some of life’s essentials, as well as a reminder that they are not alone. From chronic
poverty and conflict to drought and typhoon, the intensity of humanitarian needs
continues to increase. The quilts given through LWR are an immeasurable blessing to
families around the world.
For more information, contact Kaye Schlessman, Margaret Finkbeiner, or
Georganna McCrary.
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PMA Notes
~ October 2019 ~
By John Dumler, PMA
As most of you are aware, I am leading a Bible Study called
“The Gospel According to the Simpsons”. So far the response has
been good - we had seven in attendance the past Sunday
(September 22). I am not mentioning this as a plea for more
people to attend (although that would be nice), but I do want
everyone to know that additional books have been ordered and will
be available to borrow for the duration of the class. If you would
like to keep the book, a $5.00 donation would be appreciated.
Enough promotion… and now to the point. What struck me this
past week was this line, the Simpsons are “...a family where God
has a place at the table”. I began thinking that in this fast paced life
we all lead today, when can we say that? I know many times with
Deb and I, we hardly have times for just conversation with God.
We don’t always give him a place at the table.
Now, I know people will say that utilizing a shady family like the
Simpsons is not the proper way to study such subject matters. I
would say that we also have “no time for this or that” and
sometimes “no time for including God”. I was reading the chapter
titled “Personal Prayer: ‘Dear God, Give the Bald Guy a Break!’”. In
spite of the Simpsons not always praying “appropriately” one thing
they include is God at the table. To them it is a way to
communicate with God.
Again, understand that this animated series was always out to
lampoon almost every subject. But, they accomplish one other
thing in the series - even with all the problems that complicate
events and holidays, Marge still remains faithful, Lisa is still the
voice of reason and belief (in one episode, she asks Bart, “You got
your miracle, now what will you do with it?”), Bart continually
makes “deals” to try to come out ahead and Homer is… well,
Homer.
Another quote - “You can find God in the funniest places!” I
thought many times about this and if you would like to see other
(Continued on page 9)

Ocrtober 2019

The Land of
Lonely Bowls
Bowls and containers, and
books and bags, and things
and stuff - these things (and
more) have found their way
to the Land of Lonely Bowls,
also known as the Lost and
Found.
These items are living on
borrowed time, and will be
donated or discarded at the
end of October.
Take a peek at the Lost
and Found items (located on
the shelf above the coat rack
outside the Chapel). You just
may find a long-lost treasure!

God’s Gifts Received,
God’s Gifts Shared
Each of us have God-given
gifts - gifts that are often
shared with others.
DJ Klema has shared his
amazing gift with his St. John
Lutheran family by creating
and donating a stained glass
Luther Seal. The Seal was
placed in the stairwell leading
to the Sanctuary by the
Property Committee.
Watch for more information
about the Luther Seal and DJ’s
creation in the November
newsletter!
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR HEALTH

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT
to the family and friends of
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN
THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD

PMA Notes, cont. from page 7

statements from religious writers
about the Simpsons, come and join
us!
As we come together and search
through discussion and humor, we
too can invite, and have a place for
God at our table.
I will leave you with another quote
that I believe pertains to all of us in
some fashion. Per Conrad Hyers:
“Faith without humor is in danger of
dissolving into arrogance and
intolerance”. With that, you also
know why I have my door covered in
humorous cartoons.
There is more to Hyers’ quote, and
I would be glad to discuss his views
on faith and humor with any of you.
Please remember, there is no
“starting point” - you can join in any
Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 am.
Looking back at September, I was
able to help with home communions,
visitations and care center services,
as well as starting the Adult Sunday
School class. I will be attending the
PMA conference September 26 and
27, returning in time to preach on
Saturday evening
I appreciate the opportunity to play
a role in the ministries provided by
St. John Lutheran.
Respectfully,
— John

October 2019

Page 9

St. John Lutheran Youth & Family
First Communion
News
Traditionally, St. John Lutheran Church
offers First Communion instruction to
young people in the Fifth Grade, or
those who are at least 10 years of age.
Pastor Dennis encourages younger students expressing a
desire to learn more about the Sacrament of Communion, to
receive instruction and First Communion with the approval of
their parent/guardian..
ALL those interest in attending classes and receiving First
Communion are asked to contact the church office as soon as
possible.
Classes will be held Sundays at 6:00 pm on October 27,
November 3 and November 10. Please remember, an adult
must attend classes with the student.

First Communion has been scheduled for the 10:30 Service on
Sunday, November 17.

Acolyte Training
The new Sunday School year also
brings Acolyte Training.
The new class of Acolytes will receive
training soon, and then be worked into
the Acolyte schedule for the 10:30
Sunday services, as well as several
special services throughout the year.

YOUTH ACTIVITES
WEDNESDAYS, 6:30 PM
2x5s
All youth in grades 2 through 5
Janella Eck & Lizzy Rhodes, Leaders

Middle School Youth
All youth in grades 6 through 8
Sara Krug & Sheryl Krug, Leaders

Senior High Youth
All youth in grades 9 through 12
Brooke Olson & Jennifer Nichol, Leaders
With just a couple of weeks under their
belts, each group is in full-on planning
mode. Some activities being considered
include:
 Halloween Party
 Fall Fun Day
 Operation Christmas Child
 Community Ministry
 And lots, lots more!
Fundraisers are being planned for those
Senior High students planning to attend
the ELCA Youth Gathering in 2021.

Contact the church office for more
information.
Find us on Facebook St. John Lutheran Youth
and Family Ministries
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St. John Lutheran Church Youth & Family groups and teams
will be utilizing the groupme smartphone app to facilitate
communication between staff, leaders, parents and youth.
Additional details will be available soon.
October 2019

October
Birthdays

October 2019

October
Anniversaries
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St. John Lutheran
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Phone: 785-483-5358
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net
Website: stjohnrussell.com
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
Pastor Roger Dennis
785-445-4140 (h)
785-445-8065 (c)
pastor@ruraltel.net

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
8:00 am to 1:30 pm
Please submit address updates
to the Church Office.
If you would like your address
removed from the mailing list,
please let us know by
phone, email or return mail.
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John Dumler, PMA
785-483-1382 (c)
pma@ruraltel.net
Alex & Audrey Lofland, Family Ministry
alex.lofland@gmail.com
audrey.lofland@gmail.com
Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant
Debora Kreutzer, Custodian

Church Council
President—Blaine Maier
Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss
Treasurer—Judy Albrecht
Secretary—Terri Walker
Education—Kim Stoppel
Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish
Fellowship—Kim Ginther & Mary Ulrich
Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &
Richard Sieker
Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss
Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader
Youth—Kameron Schneider
Cemetery—Mark Popp

The 10:30 Worship Services on October 13 and 27 will be broadcast on
KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130.
Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com.

This outreach is made possible by various contributions.

