
St. John Lutheran Church 
 

425 N. Main, Russell KS 67665 ⬧ 785-483-5358 

Website: stjohnrussell.com ⬧ Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 

Find us on Facebook 
 

Pastor: Teri Sutherlin ⬧ PMA: John Dumler 

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT 

Definition of Hospitality:  
the quality or disposition of 
receiving and treating guests 
and strangers in a warm, 
friendly, and generous way. 

 
 As a seminary student at Wartburg Theological 
Seminary, I had the privilege of participating in a cross-
cultural educational opportunity in the Meru Dioceses in 
Tanzania, Africa in August 2018.    
 

 While in Tanzania we visited Tumaini University 
Makumira (TUMA) in Usa River. When we arrived it quickly 
became obvious that we were not expected; though our 
itinerary stated we would be on the campus all day. We 
visited with the Vice Chancellor, a New Testament 
Professor, and he showed us around the campus. An hour 
in, he was done, when by chance the Music Program and 
Cultural Arts Director, Randy Stubbs came along, and the 
Vice Chancellor asked if he would mind showing us the 
Cultural Arts Center. 
 

 Randy had no idea he would be hosting a group of 7 
Americans all day. He had no idea when he got up that 
morning that this group would need to be fed lunch. How 
would you handle a situation like this? Seven strangers 
suddenly show up at your house unexpectedly, would you 
be willing to give up your whole day to “entertain” them?  
 

 Let me tell you a bit more about Randy. His wife died 
from Leukemia that year only 3 ½ months prior to our visit.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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His adopted daughter had been murdered that year while she was away attending college, 
and his 23-year-old daughter who still lived with him has Downs Syndrome. The day of our 
visit he was also preparing for an afternoon performance of the dance troop he 
supervised.  
 

 Yet, Randy full of grace and kindness demonstrated to us what hospitality means; 
what hospitality looks like. He made a quick stop at his house, on campus, and informed 
his housekeeper there would be guests for lunch. His daughter Marissa joined our group 
and we set off to tour the Cultural Arts Center. Randy spent the entire day with us, 
answering our questions, showing us all the Center had to offer and invited us to stay for 
the Maasai dance program that afternoon. 
 

 At lunch we gathered around the table, Randy and Marissa, along with the family’s 
gardener and the housekeeper, and the 7 of us for a meal of lentils, salad, beans and rice. 
It was one of our favorite meals, and for the seven of us, a humbling day. This day with 
Randy showed 5 soon to be pastors what hospitality, grace, and love of neighbor looked 
like. It is a day we will not forget. Randy said life had taught him that “each experience in 
life has to be taken in increments. That each day is a day to be thankful and grateful to 
God.”  

 
35 

for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 

36 
I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 

sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ 

37 
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it 

that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink? 

38 
And when was it that we saw you a 

stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? 

39 
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 

and visited you?’ 
40 

And the king [Christ] will answer them, ‘Truly 
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’ (Matthew 25:35-40) 

 

 May God guide each of us to show the same hospitality, grace and love of neighbor to 
people who unexpectedly show up in our lives. Amen. 
            Pastor Teri 

Teri Talk - What does hospitality look like?, continued 
 

(continued from Page 1) 

Pr. Teri will begin offering weekly 

Healing Services 
on Thursday, November 11, 2021.  

More information and 
time of service will be forthcoming.  
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Blessings and congratulations to 
 

Pastor Teresa Sutherlin 
 

on her installation as the Pastor 
at St. John Lutheran Church 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 ~ 10:30 am 
 

The Rev. David Whetter, Bishop’s Associate (Central States 
Synod - ELCA), presided at the installation and service, and 
served as guest preacher. A congregational dinner was held 
immediately following worship. Welcome, Pastor Teri! 

Thank you so very much for the outpouring of well 
wishes and blessings as I continue settling in - at the 
church as well as the parsonage.  
 
Your gifts and cards have been appreciated more than 
you can imagine! 
 

I do not cease to give thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers. 

Ephesians 1:16 

 
    Pr. Teri 

Please note: 
 

The Fourth Quarter 2021 (October-December) 
Christ in Our Home: Light for Today devotion 
books are available in the Information Centers 
outside the main Chapel entrance and in the 
South Main entryway, as well as on the bookcase 
in the narthex. 
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Re-establishing Safety Precautions: 
 

 I want to encourage each and every one of you to protect your health and the health 
of others and I do not want anyone to feel uncomfortable and unable to attend worship be-
cause of concerns for their health. 
 

 We are in that time of year when the risk of contracting an illness increases.  Flu sea-
son has started, strep throat is going around, and COVID-19 infections are on the rise coun-
ty wide. 
 

 I encourage us all to reduce our exposure by reducing our touching of communal items 
and going back to elbow and fist bumps – even just waves – rather than shaking hands. 
 

 I encourage you all to resume wearing masks for your protection, not only in worship 
but when you are out in public.  If you cannot wear a mask or are not comfortable doing so 
please remember use social distancing. 
 

 Please place your yellow communion/prayer cards in the provided offering tray as you 
leave the sanctuary. 
 

 St. John will have masks and hand sanitizer available for member’s use. 
 

      Blessings, 
        Pr. Teri   

The insert included in the October Newsletter allows each St. John member the opportunity to be 
heard on two important (and timely) issues. 
 

 St. John needs your help with weekly worship. Each week there 
are fewer and fewer volunteers to help with worship. Your gifts 
are needed, and sharing those gifts is greatly appreciated. 
Please circle any (and all) positions you are willing to help fill or 
write in “other” ways you would like to participate in the life of 
the congregation. 

 

 The Worship & Music Committee needs your input about the services to be offered over the 
3-day Christmas weekend (Friday, December 24 service(s); Saturday, December 25 service; 
Sunday, December 26 service(s). Your vote will help the Committee determine the best use 
of everyone’s time as well as provide opportunities for worship that best fit the needs of 
members. Only one Christmas Service Survey should be completed for each family unit. 

 

Please return completed surveys to the church office or place in the offering plate no later than 
Sunday, November 7 to give the Committee time to plan these services. 
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PMA Notes ~ October 2021 
  

 We have a Pastor! Welcome, Pastor Teri!!  We can breathe, right? NO! We are 
just beginning a new day with a new claim to our community to continue to help as 
we can. This week I will be heading to Smith Center and Kensington to help our 
Western Conference by providing some pulpit supply. Thank you, St. John for 
allowing me to help! 
 

 Now, to my first emphatic “NO” - we have been, and I hope we will always be, a 
church to our community! With that said, we now have an opportunity to move 
forward towards new and better proclamation of God’s word! How? Well, we have 
an opportunity to “help” St. John in many ways - and also provide our community 
with growth as well.  
 

 This week’s Gospel text is a good example of what is expected of us - Jesus 
always asks us to move forward and to help as we can. Now, for me that means to 
step out of my comfort zone and perhaps help in our worship in an area that I know 
nothing about! Wait to see what it may be, but I am wrestling with it! 
 

 For all of us there are plentiful opportunities to help - serve on the Altar Guild or 
a Church Council Committee; volunteer as an usher, greeter, reader, or Sunday 
School teacher; assist with meal preparations, set up, serve and clean; share 
musical talents in choirs or as an accompanist; manage weekly streaming and an 
ongoing media presence. We may have a pastor, but our need is great for people! 
This week Jesus gives us an insight to who would be the greatest! His answer is to 
be servant to all. This is key - serve others, serve all! 
 

 Today, we cross into a new era in our St. John community and our community of 
believers in a larger scope. Be part of our faith in action - in our church, our 
community, and our world. One step is all it takes. 
 

 To all of our St. John community - as always, thank you for allowing me to be a 
part of this great faith family! Thank you for allowing me to help grow in strength of 
spirit and also in caring for community in Christ! 
 

        Amen. 
          John Dumler- PMA 

To be included in the November Newsletter, 

articles and announcements 

must be submitted 

no later than Wednesday, October 20 
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6:00 PM SATURDAY 
 
GREETER/USHER: 
 2 John & Mary Boxberger 
 9 Rocky & Brenda Yoder 
 16 Darold & Corine Gideon 
 23 Bob & Elaine Voos 
 30 Darold & Corine Gideon 
 
READER: 
 2 Sheryl Krug 
 9 Sheryl Krug 
 16  
 23 Elaine Voos 
 30  
 
SONG LEADER: 
 2   
 9 DJ Klema 
 16  
 23  
 30 DJ Klema 
 
MUSICIAN: 
 2 Glenda Phillips 
 9 Peggy Anschutz 
 16 Margaret Walter 
 23 Glenda Phillips 
 30 Curtis Sander 

BULLETIN DELIVERY 
 

 1 Juanita Flegler 
 8 Carol Fritz 
 15 Darold & Corine Gideon 
 22 Sheryl Krug 
 29 Ramona Luebbers 

October Worship Assistants 

GREETER/USHER: 
 3 Gordon & Cheryl Kraich 
 10 Connie Schinkus 
 17 Dick & Georganna McCrary 
 24 Kurt & Lois DeWald 
 31 Katrin Kolder 
 
LECTOR: 
 3 Cheryl Kraich  
 10 Connie Schinkus 
 17 Georganna McCrary  
 24 Lois DeWald  
 31 Katrin Kolder  

MUSICIAN: 
 3 Sandy Krug 
 10 Juanita Flegler 
 17 Sandy Krug 
 24 Sandy Krug 
 31 Sandy Krug 

8:15 AM SUNDAY 

10:30 AM SUNDAY 

GREETER: 
 3 Morris Krug (N) 
  Irene Coffeen (S) 
 10 Gerald & Mary Mai (N) 
  Judy Holmes (S) 
 17 Susan Krug (N) 
  Bonnie Buehler (S) 
 24 Paul Phillips (N) 
  Don F. Krug (S) 
 31 Ron & Ginger Tittel (N) 
  Deloris Janne (S) 
 
USHER: 
 3 Morris Krug 
 10 Gerald & Mary Mai 
 17 Morris Krug 
  Susan Krug 
 24 Paul Phillips 
 31 Ron & Ginger Tittel 
 
ACOLYTES: 
 3 Alex M. Krug 
  Hannah Krug 
 10 Tytin Bay 
  Dominick Hernandez 
 17 Rogan Dumler 
  Alex R. Krug 
 24 Alex M. Krug 
  Hannah Krug 
 31 Mitchell Olson 
  Morgan Olson 

LECTOR: 
 3 Blaine Maier   
 10 Judy Holmes 
 17 Susan Krug   
 24 Ruth Keil 
 31     
 
 
LITURGIST: 
 3 Blaine Maier 
 10 Judy Holmes 
 17 Kim Stoppel 
 24   
 31  
 
MUSICIAN: 
 3 Sandy Krug 
 10 Juanita Flegler 
 17 Sandy Krug 
 24 Sandy Krug 
 31 Sandy Krug 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

Barbara Krug (Chair) 
Pam Gudenkauf, Gina Langhofer, 

Janet Peerman, Crecia Reeves 
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Elevator “Ups and Downs” 
 

After his most recent visit, and some additional fine-tuning, the elevator (lift) repairman 
made this simple recommendation: 

 

Please wait until doors close completely 

before pressing a floor button. 

 
It is also important to continue to use the “DOOR OPEN” button when necessary - DO 
NOT attempt to hold the doors open by brute force. 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
Providing immediate and long-lasting support 

 

 Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to 
people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States 
and around the world. When the dust settles and the headlines change, 
we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.  
 

 Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response will help address relief needs 
including food and nonfood necessities, water, sanitation, temporary 
shelter and emotional and spiritual care. 
 

 Current areas of need include: 
• Haiti Crisis: In August 2021, a devastating 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck southwest 

Haiti. Over 1,400 people were killed, and thousands more were injured. Blocked roads 
are delaying the delivery of vital supplies to hospitals. At least 26,000 homes were 
damaged or destroyed.  

• Hurricane Ida: Hurricane Ida made landfall near New Orleans on August 29 - exactly 16 
years after Hurricane Katrina. Ida’s 150 mph winds, torrential rain and strong storm 
surge caused widespread flooding and wind damage in southeastern Louisiana and 
coastal Mississippi . Strong wind knocked out power lines and electrical substations, 
leaving more than 1 million people without power.  

• U.S. Wildfires: The 2021 wildfire season has devastated the western United States. A 
prolonged drought and extreme heat waves cause wildfires to spread rapidly. Tens of 
thousand of people are under evacuation orders, and hundreds of buildings have been 
destroyed.  

 

 Lutheran Disaster Response giving forms are available in the Information Center in the main 
hallway outside the Chapel entrance. 
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Blessings and Celebrations 
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St. John Ringers and Agape Choir 
 
The St. John Ringers Bell Choir meets each Wednesday, September through May 
(practices are moved to Tuesdays during Lent) and rings to the glory of God on the 
4th Sunday of each month. 
 

The Agape Choir sings to the glory of God on the 3rd Sunday of each month, 
September through May. The Agape Choir practices on the three Wednesdays 
preceding a performance.  
 
For more information, please contact the church office. 

 
 Practices 
 
 Date St. John Ringers Agape Choir 

 October 6 ................ 6:30 pm .............. 7:30 pm 
 October 13 .............. 6:30 pm .............. 7:30 pm 
 October 20 .............. 6:30 pm 
 October 27 .............. 6:30 pm 
 

Performances 
  
 Agape Choir .......... October 17 ......... Meet in Chapel or Sanctuary, sing at 10:30 Service 
 
 St. John Ringers .... October 24 ......... Meet in Chapel, ring at 10:30 Service 

St. John Women of the ELCA 
 

Women of all ages are welcome to attend St. John 
WELCA meetings to enjoy bible study and fellowship. 
Contact the church office for more information! 

 

Next St. John WELCA Meeting: 
 

Thursday, October 7 
10:00 am 

St. John Parish Hall 
 

Lesson Leader: 
Deloris Janne 

 
Large print lesson materials provided upon request 
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Quilting as Ministry 
St. John Sewing Circle stitches up love 

 
 Over 60 quilts made by the St. John Sewing 
Circle will be on display during all services 
October 2 and 3. Quilts will be blessed before 
they are boxed and sent to Lutheran World 
Relief for distribution around the world. For 
over six years, LWR has tracked each box of 
quilts as it makes its journey across the globe. 
Since tracking started, St. John quilts have 
reached Angola, Burkina Faso, Georgia, Mali, 
Peru, Syria, Tanzania, and Ukraine. 
 
 The Sewing Circle would like to thank all who have donated sheets for backs and material 
to make the tops. But the Sewing Circle has another need - more hands to make more quilts! 
Sewing skills are not required - “non-sewing” tasks include ironing material and sheets; 
cutting out squares; tying quilts together; even threading needles!! 
 
 Working together strengthens fellowship within St. John Lutheran, serves as a faith 
witness to your community, and brings volunteers closer to our global neighbors. Today and 
every day, LWR quilts give families around the world some of life’s essentials, as well as a 
reminder that they are not alone. 
 
 For more information, contact Kaye Schlessman, Margaret Finkbeiner, or Georganna 
McCrary. 

St. John Delivers in December 
 
 

 St. John volunteers have served the Russell Community for 
many years by delivering Meals on Wheels every day in March and 
December. Volunteers pick up meals at the hospital kitchen west 
entrance (loading dock entrance) between 11:20 and 11:30 am. In 
the recent past, there have been seven to ten meals on the delivery 
route, which takes approximately 45 minutes to an hour. 

 
 The St. John Volunteer schedule for December must be submitted to Russell Regional 
Hospital no later than October 25. If you would like to volunteer one or more days, please 
contact the church office. 
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NEWS 
Sunday School Bible Presentation 

 
At the 10:30 Service on Sunday, September 19, the St. John Education Committee 
presented thirteen children of God a Spark NSRV Bible. These bibles will be introduced 
and explored during Sunday School and Confirmation. 
 

 ~ Rush Brown ~ Noah Krug 
 ~ Quinn Byfield ~ Emily Olson 
 ~ Adelyn Counts ~ Maybelle Olson 
 ~ Kollins Dumler ~ Reece Peck 
 ~ Bryson Feil ~ Evanlee Rainey 
 ~ Sofia Ginther ~ AnaLeigha Schoech 
 ~ Wesley Johnson 

 
Blessings to these 2nd and 3rd graders as they 

continue their journey in and through the word of God. 

LWR Personal Care Kits created on 
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday 

 
 During the Sunday School hour on September 12, St. John 
Youth assembled twenty-four Personal Care Kits to be shipped 
to Lutheran World Relief in October (with Quilts created by the 
Sewing Circle). 
 LWR Kits are specifically designed to help people coping with 
poverty, disaster, conflict, and more. Personal Care Kits include 
two bath-size bars of soap, an adult-size toothbrush, a sturdy 
comb, and nail clippers - wrapped and secured in a bath towel. 
These items help provide much-needed self-care and critical 
germ fighting tools. 
 Donations from the congregation helped cover the cost of kit 
items, as well as the cost of shipping. 
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2x5s Ice Cream Kick Off 
 

Wednesday, October 6 
6:30 pm ~ Parish Hall 

 
 

ALL St. John youth from SECOND through FIFTH Grades AND their parents are invited. 
 

Please bring your favorite ice cream topping to add 
to the Sundae Bar (vanilla ice cream will be provided) 

 

Questions? Call the church office (785-483-5358) or Janella Eck, 2x5s Leader (785-483-8722). 

 

425 Youth 
 

Junior/Senior High Youth Group 
Wednesdays ~ 6:30 pm ~ Youth Room 

 
 

 
Ask a member or volunteer WHY 425? You might be surprised! 

 

For more information, contact Sara and Jason Krug, 425 Youth Group Leaders. 

Backpack and Key Blessing 
 
 During each service the weekend of September 18 
and 19 all students, teachers, and staff were invited to 
participate in a celebration and blessing of the new 
school year.  
 
 Each student received a cross key chain with a hang tag reading “God’s got your back! 
St. John Lutheran Church, Russell” provided by the St. John Education Committee. 
 
 If your student was unable to attend a blessing service, contact the church office - a 
limited number of keychains are still available. 
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OUR PARISH RECORDS 

 3 - Jordan & Chantal Straub 
 6 - Kurtis & Jessica Sieker 
 7 - Gerald & Shirley Boxberger 
   Benjamin & Cassidy Miller 
   Nicolas & Taylor Williams 
 9 - Steven & Deb Karst 
   Ben & Marcia Peck 
 10 - Jason & Patricia Stinchcomb 
   Justin & Elizabeth White 
 11 - Brent & Paula Bitter 
 13 - Roy & Tori Hall 
   Keith & Tammy Nuss 

 14 - Bob & Elaine Voos 
 15 - Adam & Tammy Cline 
   Robert & Lyla Schmitt 
 16 - Toby & Samantha Schwien 
   Paul & Nila Wharton 
 17 - Frank & Melva Peirano 
 18 - Brett & Ashley Mai 
 21 - Larry & Bonita Elsasser 
 25 - David & Terri Walker 
 29 - Gene & Judy Dawson 
 31 - Mark & Micky Zorn 

October Anniversaries 

Worship Attendance  
 

 Date Sat Early Late Total 
 Aug 29 ........ 28 ......... 28 ........ 61 ........ 117 
 Sept 5 ......... 21 ......... 29 ........ 39 ......... 89 
 Sept 12 ....... 18 ......... 45 ........ 63 ........ 126 
 Sept 19 ....... 20 ......... 32 ........ 99 ........ 151 
 Sept 26 ....... 19 ......... 29 ........ 57 ......... 95 

Offering 
 

 Aug 29 ................. $2,020.00 
 Sept 5 .................... 5,882.78 
 Sept 12 .................. 3,320.00 
 Sept 19 .................. 2,842.00 
 Sept 26 .................. 2,492.00 

Actual Income/Expenses 
Through August 31, 2021 

 

 Income ...............$165,284.59
 Expenses ............ 142,923.31 
  $22,361.28 

 

Sunday School Attendance 
 

 Date Students Guests Teachers/Staff Total 
 Sept 26  ........... 21 .................. 0 ........................ 9....................... 30 



 1 - Amanda Deatherage 
   Denise Miller 
   Jennifer Nauert 
   Sarah Wann 
 2 - Nicole Welch 
   Melinda Wells 
 3 - Danica Cline 
 4 - Ellise Jefferson 
   Jeremy Taylor 
   Nila Wharton 
 5 - Ethan Cook 
 6 - Karen Strachan 
 7 - Isaac Brandenburg 
   Gregory Lahmann 
   Jim Stricker 
 8 - Ryan Birky 
   Megan Boxberger 
   Miranda Brady 
   Sarah Newton 
   Brody Pfannenstiel 
   Paul Phillips 
   Wyatt Smidt 
 9 - Wanda Brown 
   Blake Byfield 
   Tiffany Riedel 
 10 - Blake Boxberger 
   Kathleen Dick 
   Steven Karst 
   Marge Pohlman 
 11 - Emma Errebro 
   Jennifer Nichol 
   Renee Nichol 
   Mary Pat Waymaster 
 12 - Earnest Gideon 
   Roger Hackerott 
   Monica Harrison 
   Mark Popp 
   Aaron Weigel 
 13 - Andrea Krauss 
   Brad Krug 
   Morris Krug 
   Chevelle Logsdon 
   Christie Lueth 
   Brygette Ross 

 14 - Carol Fritz 
   Colton Hurst 
   David Logsdon 
   Jerry Michaelis 
 15 - Debra Dumler 
   Betty Ehrlich 
   Michael Jones 
   Reece Peck 
 16 - Chason Lueth 
   Channi Miller 
   Rebecca Popp 
   Clarissa Schneider 
 17 - John Dumler III 
   Marcia Peck 
   James Schwien 
   Ruth Steinle 
   Tavin Ward 
 18 - Sasha Robbins 
 19 - Laura Ehrlich 
   Judy Holmes 
   Justin Schwien 
 20 - Kay Homewood 
   Dean Keil 
   Norman Nuss 
 21 - Joshua Basgall 
   Tiffinie Mai 
   Todd Michel 
   Sue Murphy 

 22 - Dean Boxberger 
   Haley Shaffer 
 23 - Brandi Hendrich 
   Angie Muller 
 24 - Conner Schinkus 
 25 - Garrett Darling 
   Ryler Ginther 
   Sammy Kilian 
 26 - Cristy Dinkel 
   Tyrell Gideon 
   Frances Huffman 
   Penny Radke 
 28 - Dorothy Hanes 
   Michael Mai 
   Mandy Radke 
 29 - Kane Buehler 
   Roman Hernandez 
   Tad Krug 
   Katy Selby 
   Colt Stoppel 
 30 - Trentin Maupin 
   Heather Ross 
 31 - David Harrison 
   Judy Lang 
   Kaylee Maier 
   Elam Neidenthal 
   Paul Popp 
   Megan Reeves 
   Ainsley Stoppel 

October Birthdays 
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St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
September 15, 2021 

 
 Voting Members Present: Carol Fritz, Judy Holmes, Kristy Mader, Blaine Maier, Kelvie  
  Reeves, Brady Ruggels, Kim Stoppel, Pastor Teri Sutherlin,  
 Gaylon Walter 
 Absent: Jim Dumler 
 Excused: Andrea Krauss, Jordan Harrison 
 Others Present: Sheryl Krug 
     
Invocation / Call to Order 
 Council President Blaine Maier called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm. Council Vice President Kim Stoppel 

provided an opening prayer. 
 
Amendments to Agenda 
 The following additions to the Agenda were requested 

 5. New Business; a) Approval of Council Appointments 
 5. New Business; h) Hand Bell Maintenance  

 Additions to the agenda were accepted by consensus. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the July 28, 2021 Council Meeting as presented. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the July and August Treasurer’s Reports as presented. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
 PMA - PMA John Dumler submitted a written report. 
 Education - Kim Stoppel reported Sunday School students participated in God’s Work Our Hands Sunday by 

assembling 20 Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits, creating cards for care center residents, and decorating 
the sidewalks around the church with colored chalk. Sunday School will formally begin on September 19. 
Backpack and Key Blessings will be offered at all three services September 18 and 19, and Sunday School bibles 
will be presented at the 10:30 am service on September 19. The Education Committee is working to finalize First 
Communion and Confirmation class details. 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - Judy Holmes reported that the congregational meal after Pastor 
Teri’s installation went well. 

 Property - Gaylon Walter reported that the repairs to the water heater ended up being pretty simple and 
inexpensive. He also reported on the status of updates at the parsonage; concerns regarding keys/locks for the 
church, parsonage, and storage units; repairs to the front steps and sidewalk; and water leaks in the balcony. 

 Stewardship/Finance - No report. 
 Worship & Music/Technology - Kristine Mader shared that Ruth Keil welcomed 19 singers to the first rehearsal 

of the Agape Choir. Kristine also noted services over the Christmas weekend will be discussed and planned by 
the Committee, after asking for input from the congregation. 

 Youth Groups - No report. 
 Cemetery - The Cemetery Committee met and is working to update the directory, database, and maps. 
 Pastor - Pastor Teri reported her first month at St. John had centered around meeting and visiting parishioners, 

committee members, choirs, youth, and ministry teams. Pastor Teri reported that she had finalized registration 
for the Central States Synod Fall Theological Conference in October, explaining that her attendance is required as 
part of the Term Call agreement and as a newly ordained Pastor, she is also required to attend a pre-conference 
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training session. She will leave immediately following services on October 10 and be gone through Thursday, 
October 14.  

 
Unfinished Business  
 Council President Blaine Maier provided an update on the memorial designation project. Blaine recommended 

the Council address undesignated memorials at the October Council meeting. 
 
New Business  
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the Council appointments of Kelvie Reeves and Brady Ruggels. 

After becoming an official Council member, Kelvie reported on the 425 Youth Group. The junior and senior high 
students chose the name 425 Youth to represent the St. John street address and to reference Proverbs 4:25 (Let 
your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you). 425 Youth are planning community 
service projects as well as bonding activities. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the membership transfer requests from Geraldine Counts and 
Teresa Sutherlin. 

 Pastor Teri reported her intentions to observe Mondays as her day off and Thursdays as her “sermon day” where 
she will work at home. No Council action was required. 

 Pastor Teri reported that a list had been compiled for potential care center and home communion. No Council 
action was required. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve Pastor Teri’s attendance at the Central States Synod Fall 
Theological Conference October 10-15 

 By consensus, it was decided to hold Pastor Teri’s moving reimbursement request until reviewed by the Council 
Treasurer. 

 Gaylon Walter reported that the USPS had requested the parsonage mailbox be moved from the porch to a spot 
accessible from ground level. Gaylon noted the mailbox will be moved to comply. No Council action was 
required. 

 It was moved, seconded and passed to approve the handbell maintenance request, in the amount to not exceed 
$1,800.00. 

 By consensus, the Council decided to seek additional bids for the concrete bid for the front steps and sidewalk. 
 
Discussion 
 Pastor Teri requested Council review the current wedding policies at St. John Lutheran Church. Current policies 

and applications will be forwarded via email to Council members. 
 The training sessions with Rev. Mosher were reviewed, and the Council agreed by consensus to search for 

representation from the congregation across age ranges and from each service.  
 Meeting dates and times for Executive Committee and Council were discussed. No decisions were made. 
 
Adjournment 
 At 8:20 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 Next Executive meeting – Thursday, October 14, 2021 at 6:30 pm 
 Next Council meeting – Monday, October 18, 2021 at 6:30 pm 
 
Respectfully recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder 
Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary 

 



The 10:30 Worship Services on October 10 and 24 will be 

broadcast on KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130. 
 

Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com. 
 

This outreach is made possible as a ministry of St. John Lutheran Church. 

St. John Lutheran 
425 N. Main St., Russell KS 67665 

 

Phone: 785-483-5358 
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 
Website: stjohnrussell.com 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

Pastor Teri Sutherlin 
 620-521-6454 (c)  
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John Dumler, PMA 
 785-483-1382 (c)  
 pma@ruraltel.net 
 

Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper 
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Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant 
 

Debora Kreutzer, Custodian 
 

Church Council 
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 Youth—Kelvie Reeves 
 Cemetery—Jordan Harrison 
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Christmas Service Survey 
 

Please return your vote to the church office or place in the offering plate by Sunday, November 7. 
 

1. Christmas Eve (Friday) 
 

 Please circle the service you/your family would attend on Christmas Eve AND estimate the number of people in 
 your family unit who would be at that service. 
 

  3:00 pm  5:00 pm  7:30 pm  10:00 pm 
 

 Please estimate the number of people in  your family unit who would attend the service you selected: _______________ 
 

2. Christmas Day (Saturday, 6 pm - regular service time) 
 

 Please estimate the number of people in your family unit who would attend this service: _______________ 
 

3. Sunday Morning Worship (December 26) 
 

 If only ONE service was offered Sunday, December 26, would you be willing to attend a “split the difference” service 
 offered at 9:30 am? Please circle your response:  Yes  No 
 

 If you prefer the regular two service schedule, please circle the service you/your family would attend on Sunday, 
 December 26:  8:15 am  10:30 am 
 

 Please estimate the number of people in your family unit who would attend the service you selected: _______________ 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:  _______________________________________  Email: __________________________________________________ 

Christmas Service Survey 
 

Yes, I know, the Halloween candy isn’t even fully trotted out yet for sale in the stores, 
“I don’t even want to think about Christmas!” 
 

Here’s the deal: 2021 presents us with a Christmas Weekend and as your pastor I am 
asking you straight up - just how many worship services are you really going to attend 
in a 3-day span of time? 
 

Christmas Eve is Friday, December 24; Christmas Day is Saturday, December 25; 
and Sunday December 26 is the First Sunday of Christmas.  
 

Each service requires volunteers to give up their time and be present to assist with 
worship. This includes all those worship assistant positions mentioned in the “help 
wanted” section who give up their time with family to serve the congregation.  

 

The Worship & Music Committee would like your input about the services we will offer for the congregation to 
attend over this 3-day Christmas Weekend. 
 

The Christmas Day service will be held during our normal worship time at 6:00 pm, but will be held in the 
Sanctuary so it can be live streamed. 
 

Your vote counts and will help the Committee determine the best use of everyone’s time as well as provide 
opportunities for worship that best fit the needs of members. Only one Christmas Service Survey should be 
completed for each Family Unit.  



I am willing to share my gifts with the congregation 
 

Please place an X by the needs you are willing to help fill or write in “other” ways 
you would like to participate in the life of the congregation. 

 

Please return your survey to the church office or place in the offering plate by Sunday, November 7. 
 

___ Greeter/Usher - Saturday ___ Accompanist/Musician - Saturday 
___ Greeter/Usher - 8:15 Sunday ___ Accompanist/Musician - 8:15 am 
 ___ Accompanist/Musician - 10:30 am 
___ Greeter - 10:30 Sunday  
 ___ Provide Special Music - Saturday 
___ Usher - 10:30 Sunday ___ Provide Special Music - 8:15 am 
 ___ Provide Special Music - 10:30 am 
___ Lector/Reader - Saturday 
___ Lector/Reader - 8:15 Sunday ___ Altar Guild 
___ Lector/Reader - 10:30 Sunday ___ Sunday School - Teacher 
 ___ Sunday School - Substitute Teacher 
___ Liturgist/Song Leader/Cantor - Saturday ___ Vacation Bible School - Helper 
___ Liturgist/Song Leader/Cantor - 8:15 Sunday ___ Funeral Dinners - provide food 
___ Liturgist/Song Leader/Cantor - 10:30 Sunday ___ Funeral Dinners - assist serving meal 

 
 Other: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:  _______________________________________  Email: __________________________________________________ 

Your help is needed! YES, YOU! 
Each of us is called to serve and participate in our Faith Community. 

 

 James 1:17-18 
17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
18 In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we 
would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  

 

 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.  

 

St. John needs your help with weekly worship. Each week there are fewer and fewer volunteers to help with 
worship. It is a weekly struggle to have enough folks to assist with worship. Your gifts are needed, and sharing 
those gifts is greatly appreciated. 
 

Every service needs more folks who are willing to be greeters, ushers, readers/lectors, as well as those who can 
share the gift of music, whether as accompanists or as liturgists/song leaders. We need folks willing to invest in 
our children and their faith development as Sunday School teachers on an ongoing basis, or as a substitute 
teacher as needed. We also need folks to serve on the Altar Guild.  
 

Paul teaches us that we are all united as the body of Christ and all are equal members, so there are no limitations 
- age, gender, etc. - to serving. All that is needed is a willing heart! 


