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As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit,
the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT
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The policy of St. John Lutheran Church is
to instruct our young people for the Lord’s
Supper. Fifth grade students, with the
approval of their parent or guardian, may receive Holy Communion
Instruction.
In addition, Pastor Dennis is willing to work with those youth
younger than Fifth Grade who, with the approval of their parent or
guardian, would like to begin receiving the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. Please contact Pastor for more information.

Inserts:
Worship Assistants/Calendar
August Council Meeting/Minutes

Instruction sessions, for students and their parent or guardian,
will take place in late October and early November, and students
will receive their First Communion on Sunday, November 10, as we
celebrate Martin Luther’s Birthday. Please watch the bulletins and
newsletters for the final schedule.

OFFICE HOURS

St. John to Welcome New Members in November

Monday through Friday
8:00 am to 1:30 pm

New Member classes are being scheduled for this fall for all
those wishing to join the membership of St. John Lutheran Church
or those who have recently joined via transfer wishing to learn
more about St. John Lutheran and the Lutheran faith. For more
information please contact the church office.
As in the past, New Member classes will consist of two Sunday
evening sessions in the St. John Lutheran Church Parish Hall.
New members will be received during the service of their choice
one weekend in early November.

Please submit address
updates to the church
office. If you would like
your address removed
from the mailing list,
please let us know by
phone, email or return
mail. Thank you.

Pastoral Perceptions ~ September 2019
ELCA Declares Itself a Sanctuary
Church: What does this mean?
By Pastor Roger Dennis
Search Continues
for RCAOC
Lay Delegate
The search continues for a
Lay Delegate to represent
St. John Lutheran Church
on the Russell County
Association of Churches
(RCAOC) Board.
The ideal Lay Delegate is
strongly invested in the
Russell community and
committed to St. John’s
presence and participation
in RCAOC activities. The
Lay Delegate will work with
representatives of area
churches to foster
cooperation in church
activities benefiting
individuals across Russell
County.
In the past, RCAOC
activities have included the
Lenten Luncheon Series
and the Russell Cares Walk
fundraiser for the Russell
County Food Pantry.
If you are interested in
volunteering, or would like
more information, please
contact Pastor Dennis.
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The ELCA made headlines recently when at the national
assembly; delegates approved a motion declaring the church a
sanctuary church. Two major networks (from different political
perspectives) commented on the action. Sadly, in this day, neither
network had a representative from the ELCA and both reports were
misleading, if not inaccurate. The current political climate is making
words like “sanctuary” mean something else entirely, i.e. sanctuary
cities, etc. The church action basically says we refuse to let our
work be defined politically and, for us, the word sanctuary is a faith
word. Using Martin Luther’s catechism teaching style, what does
this mean?
I shared the following in my sermons on the weekend of August
17 and 18 (after reading the document and doing some research).
Here are the highlights that I shared over the weekend and answers
the question of what does this mean.
I could honestly say it does not change much, if anything. The
media outlets approached the declaration as a political statement of
the church. It is a faith statement.

The ELCA legislative members affirmed much of what the ELCA
is already doing.
The ELCA believes and preaches that Holy Scripture tells us
to both welcome the stranger and offer hospitality. Both actions
are referenced in Matthew 5:33-34, 25:43; Luke 10:30-37; Leviticus
19:33-34, Exodus 23:9; Hebrews 13:2 to name but a few.
The action does not call for any person, congregation,
synod, or the national church to engage in any illegal actions.
Being a sanctuary denomination is about loving our
neighbors (see above Scripture and the theme of this year’s
Vacation Bible School). While we may have different ideas about
how to fix the broken system regarding immigration, refugees, and
asylum-seekers (of which both political parties agree something
needs to be done), our call as a faithful church is to be
compassionate and to treat people as people.
Being a sanctuary church means we are working hard
through our global partners in Central America to alleviate
conditions that cause people to migrate. The ELCA has and
will continue to support organizations and faith communities that
(Continued on page 3)
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work to bring improved living conditions, increase
employment opportunities and job growth. If people can find
work and enjoy better living conditions, then there is no need
for people to head for the US. Past history has shown when
economic and living conditions improve in Mexico and Central
America people return home.
Source: Mexican National Occupation and
Employment Surveys (2005-2013)

Being a sanctuary church means we will continue to
work with legal immigrants. The Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Service has a long history of assisting
immigrants to assimilate into American life through English as
a Second Language courses, establishing homes and finding
employment in communities throughout the US. Since 1939,
LIRS has aided more than 500,000 people from all over the
world.
The ELCA affirmed that we will continue to live out our
covenantal promises at baptism to affirm that we are family
(brothers and sisters in Christ) and to follow the biblical
mandate to assist others in times of distress. People have
been asking, “Where does the church stand in the midst of
what is happening at the border and in matters of
immigration?” The ELCA action responded not with a political
answer, but with a faith answer. Like a family, some
members may protest, some may be actively involved
politically to express their position and to influence legislation,
some will do nothing, some will provide resources to aid those
needing assistance (such as LIRS), some will volunteer, etc.

St. John Lutheran
Financial Snapshot
Through July 31, expenditures in
2019 have totaled over $149,000 while
giving has been slightly over $130,000.
This leaves us nearly $19,000 in the
red through summer.
Historically, giving at St. John
increases the second half of the year
as summer vacations come to an end.
The council is more than aware of the
challenging dynamics facing our
community given low commodity
prices, etc. If you can help address this
deficit it would be greatly appreciated.
As always, your council strives to
be good stewards of your generosity.
Without your support, the ministries of
St. John would not happen. Whether it
by your time, your talent, or your
financial support, you are greatly
appreciated.
Please read elsewhere in this
newsletter, the many activities and
ministries made possible by your
generosity—be it the recent Vacation
Bible School, helping our neighbors, or
the presence of being there for one
another during challenging times.

— Pastor

St. John Scholars Honored July 28
Scholarships were awarded to twelve confirmed
members of St. John Lutheran Church on July 28, 2019.
The Earlin Nuss Memorial Scholarship is a one-time award
for a graduating high school senior. The Richard and Ellen
Mai Family Scholarship may be received for no more than
four years of undergraduate study.
2019 Mai Family Scholarship recipients included (from
left): Jacob Long, Ryan Birky, Whitney Nuss, Braden Mai,
Katherine Krauss and Dorian Lueth. Recipients not
available for the photo included: Laura Langhofer, Chase
Larson, Nathan Lorenc, Chase Prester and Chantel Straub.
The 2019 Earlin Nuss Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Braden Mai.
Blessing to all as they pursue their academic goals.
September 2019
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OUR PARISH RECORDS
Worship Attendance - August 2019 total 635
Date
August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

Wed
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Sat
43
84
43
41

Offerings
July 28
August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

$3,729.00
5,637.25
2,764.30
3,410.25
*

Early
39
29
32
29

Late
55
92
59
78

Total
137
205
145
148

2019 Actual Income/Expenses
January 1 through July 31
Income ...........$130,242.47
Expenses .........149,191.26
($18,948.79)

* Data not available at time of publication

”God’s Work, Our Hands”
Sunday
The ELCA “God’s Work, Our
Hands” Sunday offers a way for
congregations to play a critical
part in addressing community
needs.
St. John Lutheran Church will
hold a food drive on Sunday,
September 22 starting at 1:00
pm.
If you live in the Russell city
limits and would like to donate
non-perishable food items, place
items in a plastic grocery bag
and place on your porch.
Volunteers will collect the food
items from porches and deliver
them to the Russell County Food
Pantry.
If you were missed, or forgot
to place your items on your
porch, feel free to drop donations
off at the church office. Please
make sure donated items have
not passed their printed
expiration dates.
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SUCCESS for Back-to-School Giveaway

THANKS
FOR
YOUR
HELP!!

Betty Funk and I would like to thank
everyone who helped with the Back-to-School
Giveaway - Serendipity; Carol Fritz; Corrine Gideon;
Debora Kreutzer; Shirley Krug; Irene Coffeen; Lyla
Schmitt; John Dumler; Andrea Garland; Sheryl Krug;
Janella, Kierra and Layken Eck; and the St. John
Youth Groups.

We would also like to thank everyone who donated clothes, shoes,
new underwear, new socks, book bags and school supplies. Monetary
donations were utilized to fill in the blanks where needed.
Over 130 Russell County students received ten items of gently used
or new clothing to start the school year. Each student also received a new
pair of shoes, as well as a new package of underwear and a new package of
socks. A limited number of school supplies were available for middle
school and high school youth.
Without everyone’s help, some of these kids wouldn’t have new
clothes and shoes to start school.
~ Tammy Krug

September 2019

Thanks and Praise
Chloe Stoppel was born Tuesday, July 30, 2019. Chloe was welcomed home by
parents, Blake and Jessica, and big brother, Colt. Also welcoming Chloe home
are grandparents, Blaine & Kim Stoppel; and great-grandmothers, Janice
Stoppel and Juanita Flegler. Blessings to all!

Finley Kay Ruggels was baptized into Christ’s family during the 10:30
service on Sunday, August 11, 2019. Finley is the daughter of Brady
and Amber Ruggels. Her sponsors are Rex and Sadee Soldan. We
welcome you into the body of Christ!

Thank you so much for all you did for Ad Astra in July. We couldn’t
have done it without the church’s support. We are so grateful for the
community and all the support and generosity. Thank you!!
~ Shelby & the Ad Astra Team
To all who helped with Arnie’s funeral dinner - thank you for your
time, the food brought, and the kind service to our family and friends.
Blessings to all.
~ Jeff, Roxanne, Judy & Jerry

Thank you so much for the scholarship you awarded me. It will help me tremendously! I cannot
express my gratitude enough! I sent a thank you to the Mai family, but I also wanted to thank
the Scholarship Selection Committee.
~ Laura Langhofer

CHOIR SCHEDULES
St. John Ringers
Bell Choir

August 28
September 4
September 11
September 18
September 22
September 25

6:45 pm
6:45 pm
6:45 pm
6:45 pm
10:00 am
6:45 pm

Rehearse
Rehearse
Rehearse
Rehearse
Meet in Chapel, ring at 10:30 Service
Rehearse

Agape Choir

August 28
September 4
September 11
September 15
September 25

8:00 pm
8:00 pm
8:00 pm
10:00 am
8:00 pm

Rehearse
Rehearse
Rehearse
Meet in Chapel, sing at 10:30 Service
Rehearse

September 2019
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St. John Women of the ELCA
St. John Women in Fellowship
WELCA Meeting

WIF Meeting

Thursday, September 5
9:00 am—Breakfast at McDonalds
9:45 am—Business meeting at St. John
Leader: Judy Holmes

Women in Fellowship will resume activities this fall.
If you have any suggestions for activities, or need
additional information, please contact the church
office (785-483-5358).

Serving God and Others

We talk about bringing our gospel into the twenty-first century, making it relevant in
today’s society and I have thought about that many times. When asked how do we do
this, I am completely unsure. Believe it or not, I do read many articles, books, and of
course, when in doubt I “Google” it.
Some time back, at a Western Kansas Conference clergy meeting, Pastor Little
offered his surplus of books to anyone interested. Of course, I spotted a book right away “The Gospel According to The Simpsons” by Mark I. Pinsky. Once in hand, I realized that
few things could make the Gospel more relevant, more modern, than The Simpsons.
St. John Lutheran Church has recently had requests for an Adult Bible Study. I was
asked to take some time to ponder, reflect, deliberate and discern on teaching an Adult
Bible Study. With that in mind, I wanted something super-theological, deep and thought
provoking… and then I remembered The Simpsons!
Please consider this an invitation to come with me and visit “the world’s most
animated family” to discover “The Gospel According to the Simpsons”. We will
have some fun, but also reflect on serious questions of the Gospel and faith,
service and God.
I hope to see you Sunday mornings at 9:15 am, starting in October. For
more information, please contact the church office.
Stay tuned for details!!
Yours in Christ - John Dumler, P.M.A.
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PMA Notes

Feeding the Soul

~ September 2019 ~
By John Dumler, PMA
Grace and Peace...
I seem to start my sermons this way and I usually include “To
God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ” and then add
something from my heart that I believe exemplifies what Christ is
to me - “Who is our Risen Lord” - or another statement. When I
preach it is hard for me to be eloquent. I am what others might say
“blue collar” in my language - I appear tarnished in my language.
Why am I talking about this? I say this as I read through the
lengthy letter from our National Church about “sanctuary”. They
sparked controversy with the statements made and then after all of
those pages of language, simply said, “… what we already are!”
The difference was they used the terms “immigrant” and
“sanctuary”. They used it in a time that is explosive in the sense of
many cities using that term in a political statement. I am not here to
pinpoint any term like that as correct, or to say we need to add
“illegal” or “undocumented”. We should obey the laws at all times.
We are a “sanctuary” - through Luther and his understanding we
are a safe place. We have known this since the first Christians
were murdered for their belief and we had to find “safe” places to
worship out of sight!
So, why do we complicate it? I know that the church body says it
was misinterpreted, so how did that happen? We complicated the
understanding with many terms and eloquent words! I apologize
for that to you, our congregation. It does matter.
We are the church that accepts all to come into our sanctuary to be safe - and this is when we should stop and be the church.
We as proclaimers should stop here, but we have to be too
eloquent! Why? I believe it is what we confess daily - it is our sins.
We want to be God! It is original sin, something we can’t wipe
away! Again, this is my perception.

After most funerals, it is
customary to have a
reception or meal. During
this time, family and friends
gather to share food,
fellowship and memories of
the dearly departed.
Feasting after a funeral
dates back at least as far as
ancient Egypt and Greece. In
fact, evidence of food has
been found at burial sites
dating back 12,000 years.
Around the world, people
commune after a funeral and
begin their path to healing
over a meal.
The St. John Lutheran
Social Ministry Team is in the
process of updating the list of
volunteers to serve funeral
meals at St. John. Volunteers
may provide food or assist
during the meal, or both.
If you would like to be
included on the funeral
volunteer list (to either
provide food, or serve during
the meal, or both), please let
the office know.
If you have volunteered in
the past, but haven’t been
called on in some time,
please verify your contact
information with the church
office as soon as possible.

(Continued on page 9)
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Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR HEALTH

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT
to the family and friends of
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Helen Anschutz
Ben Arnhold (brother-in-law of Juanita Flegler)
Doris Maier (sister of Dean Keil)
Pam Reisig
Keith Stoppel
Georgina Wegele
September 2019

Congregational Tidbits
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN
THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD

PMA Notes, cont. from page 7

So, for me to understand
“sanctuary” is to keep it simple. We
have already complicated our
understanding of who we are - we
have in our world made people
objects with rhetoric and ugly names.
We are the Church, so I believe we
should act like it!
I know that everyone (including
those of other races or alternative
lifestyles) are my family and I call
them brothers and sisters. I know
God embraces us all and as a church
we should do the same.
Jesus never asked or implied
anything about people and didn’t
label them to make them objects to
be attacked. He embrace them, he
loved all people, just as God does.

So, bro thers and sisters, let us
accept all who come, invite them into
our sanctuary to be with us, to be
safe, to feed them as God feeds us
and let us help as we can, proclaim
the good news and worship our God!
Simply put, we are the church and
we have called all people to come
and join us in our sanctuary. Amen.
It’s been a busy month: VBS, Back
to School Giveaway, Sunday School
preparations and more! I have
provided in-home communion, visited
the hospital and presided over Care
Center services. Only through you
and the church have I been able to
do this.
Thank you,
— John
September 2019
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St. John Lutheran Youth & Family
St. John Sunday School
welcomes EVERYONE!!
All children, Preschool through Eighth Grade, are invited to
attend Sunday School starting Sunday, September 8 from 9:15
to 10:15 am. Each Sunday, all classes will meet in the Chapel
for an opening devotion. Students will then move to their
respective classrooms. Parents are encouraged to meet their
child at 10:15 am and stay for worship.
Teachers and staff for the 2019-2020 Sunday School year are:
Preschool and Kindergarten - Miranda Brady & Janella Eck
First and Second Grade - Miquala Purscell & Brooke Olson
Third and Fourth Grade - Mary Ulrich
Fifth and Sixth Grade - Kim Stoppel
Confirmation I (Seventh Grade) - Kristy Mader
Confirmation II (Eighth Grade) - Pastor Dennis
Office Staff - Cheryl Prester & Jennifer Nichol
Substitute - Aubrey Larson
If you would like to assist in a classroom or volunteer as a
Substitute, please contact Kim Stoppel or John Dumler as
soon as possible.

Teamwork = SUCCESS!
St. John Lutheran Church hosted over
sixty children during Vacation Bible School in
August. The next week, the Back-to-School
Giveaway saw over 130 students gleefully
receive gently used and new clothing as well
as school supplies.
Teams hit the streets for Porch Visits on
August 18, inviting kids to Sunday School and
on the weekend of August 24 and 25, the
Blessing of the Backpacks and Keys was
offered at all three services.
Countless hours of teamwork made it all
happen—THANKS TO ALL!

Find us on Facebook St. John Lutheran Youth
and Family Ministries
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YOUTH ACTIVITES START
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
6:30 PM
With youth activities beginning at all age
levels, St. John Lutheran Church will be
buzzing with activity on Wednesdays!

2x5s
All youth in grades 2 through 5
Janella Eck & Lizzy Rhodes, Leaders

Middle School Youth
All youth in grades 6 through 8
Sara Krug & Sheryl Krug, Leaders

Senior High Youth
All youth in grades 9 through 12
Brooke Olson & Jennifer Nichol, Leaders

PLEASE NOTE:

National Youth Gathering
Planning Meeting
6:00 pm
Wednesday, September 11

St. John Lutheran Church Youth & Family groups and teams
will be utilizing the groupme smartphone app to facilitate
communication between staff, leaders, parents and youth.
Additional details will be available soon.
September 2019

September Birthdays
1234-

567-

8-

910 -

11 -

12 13 -

14 15 -

Paula Gibson
Tabitha Standley
Elizabeth Maier
Diego Muller
Haley Whipple
Quinn Byfield
Tori Hall
Sam Schmidt
Dennis Brown
Jeannine Byers-Long
Astrid Chatham
Aura Davis
Teresa Brandenburg
Courtney Jones
Archer Counts
Christopher Piatt
Cheryl Prester
Marty Clark
Miranda Clark
Aiden Ehrlich
Allen Funk
Brooklyn Harders
Blayse Jones
Greg Carey
Caitlin Hurst
Jessica Sieker
Preston Weigel
Taylor Funk
Lieselotte Mravinec
Kim Muehlenkamp
Elyse Boxberger
Mary Dumler
Megan Phillips
Kaitlyn Stoppel
Judy Albrecht
Andrew Drake
Blake Dumler
Toby Schwien
Brian Ganske
Caitlin Laha
Jason Stinchcomb
Sandra Berry
Mark Hamel
Camren Herbel
John Kreutzer
Michael Krug
Kelaina Miller
Annette Moore
Ethan Peck
Trevor Berry
Adeline Brady

September 2019

15 -

16 -

17 -

18 19 -

20 -

21 22 23 24 -

25 -

26 -

Brittany Dennis
Michael Kreutzer
Layn Logsdon
Jim Madsen
Karrsyn Ross
Carl Dumler
Leigha Enslow
Richard McCrary
Maybelle Olson
Brittany Rohr
Rachel Wells
Katrina Woelk
Kinsey Zorn
Michael Guth
Katie Northcutt
Kaci Nuss
John Pitcock
Rylan Reeves
Jakob Schwien
Maddix Dinkel
Bryce Sidebottom
Tony Bay
Trevor Kinderknecht
Cathy Trapp
JR Wilkinson
Kirk Brown
Hilda Dietz
Juanita Flegler
Cory Ginther
Bradley Hackerott
Bryan Ehrlich
Jason Krug
Janice Wentworth
Hadlee Brown
Randy Morgenstern
Robert Rhodes II
Landon Cook
Richard Sieker
Barbara Stinchcomb
Brooke Whitney
Curtis Busker
Gene Dawson
Danika Drake
Dalton Ginther
John Laubhan
Judith Laurie
Judith Robbins
Krystle Roe
Isaiah Stierlen
Derreck Brown
Barbara Brown

September
Anniversaries
1 - Mark & DeAnna Carter
Jim & Rita Forsythe
John & Bonnie Schwien
2 - Samuel & Bailey Kilian
4 - Ronald & Ginger Tittel
5 - James & Carol Fritz
6 - Trevis & Rayna Tonne
7 - Malcom & Janice Marshall
10 - Tyler & Kelli Boxberger
Larry & Cristy Dinkel
12 - Glenn & Daisy Ginther
13 - Rodney & Janella Eck
14 - Mark & Melanie Hamel
15 - Luke & Teresa Brandenburg
Rick & Robin Kilian
17 - Tyler & Taylor Calvert
18 - Bob & Judy Albrecht
Jim & Meridy Barnes
Tom & Andrea Krauss
Aaron & Krystle Roe
19 - Ras & Katie Northcutt
20 - Mac & Chelsea Deibert
22 - Ron & Pam Anschutz
Kent & Marcy Rohr
Bill & Kaye Schlessman
23 - Kai & Angie Muller
25 - Tad & Courtney Krug
Mark & Rebecca Popp
26 - Tony & Denise Miller
30 - Zachary & Brooklyn Harders
26 -

27 -

28 29 30 -

Amy Owens
Kimberly Owens
Alyssa Searles
John Tittel
Dawson Fielder
Brandon Pfannenstiel
Jacob Seay-Harris
Jenna Stinchcomb
Janice Stoppel
Ron Anschutz
Kim Augustine
Daisy Pfannenstiel
Edwin Muller
Mollie Stierlen
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St. John Lutheran

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

425 N. Main St.
Russell KS 67665

Monday through Friday
8:00 am to 1:30 pm

Phone: 785-483-5358
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net
Website: stjohnrussell.com

Please submit address updates
to the Church Office.

Pastor Roger Dennis
785-445-4140 (h)
785-445-8065 (c)
pastor@ruraltel.net

If you would like your address
removed from the mailing list,
please let us know by
phone, email or return mail.
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John Dumler, PMA
785-483-1382 (c)
pma@ruraltel.net
Alex & Audrey Lofland, Family Ministry
alex.lofland@gmail.com
audrey.lofland@gmail.com
Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant
Terri Walker, Bookkeeper
Debora Kreutzer, Custodian

Church Council
President—Blaine Maier
Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss
Treasurer—Judy Albrecht
Secretary—Terri Walker
Education—Kim Stoppel
Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish
Fellowship—Kim Ginther & Mary Ulrich
Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &
Richard Sieker
Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss
Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader
Youth—Kameron Schneider
Cemetery—Mark Popp

The 10:30 Worship Services on September 8 and 22 will be broadcast on
KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130.
Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com.

This outreach is made possible by various contributions.

