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REMINDERS 
 

In-Person Worship has 

resumed under the following 

conditions: 

 Masks are required for 

those two years of age 

and older. 

 Social distancing (six feet 

separation, etc.) will be 

observed during arrival 

and exit, and in seating. 

 Offering plates will be 

present at the Sanctuary 

entrance. 

 All hymnals, Bibles, 

pencil, and pew cards 

have been removed 

 The altar rail will not be 

used during Communion. 
 

Curbside Communion is 

offered each Sunday from 

8:15 to 10:15 am at the 

southeast entrance 

(weather permitting). 

As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to: WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT 

Pastoral Perceptions 
September 2020 

 

By Pastor Roger Dennis 
 

 Patience, perseverance, and compassion are three 

attributes frequently mentioned in both the Old and New 

Testaments. As we long for the ending of the pandemic and the 

implications thereof that contribute to isolation, anxiety, and 

concerns about lives and livelihoods, the history of God’s 

interaction with humanity becomes more real and more 

evident today. 

 One temptation of which the overwhelmingly majority of 

us struggle is immediate gratification. As technology has 

advanced, I can recall being delighted as an “old” computer was 

gifted to the church office. Not having one of my own, suddenly 

having one at the office opened up visions of increased 

productivity and, potentially, no longer needing to use the 

mimeograph machine to crank out bulletins because a printer 

was also gifted. 

 My “new” weekday routine became entering the office 

and turning on the computer. I would then start coffee, check 

the mailbox and the answering machine, and when the coffee 

was ready, the computer would also be ready. Today, I confess if 

the computer is not up and ready to go within a minute or so, I 

wonder if something is wrong or if it’s time for an upgrade. In 

one sense, technology has made me more impatient. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Pastoral Perceptions, September 2020 

 The desire for immediate gratification is also a road block to developing perseverance. 

A prized trait, particularly in our rural community, is both getting the task done and getting it 

done right. Cutting corners here and there may get the task done sooner, but it may not last. 

A frequent comment/complaint heard is that “things are not made to last any more”. 

Planned obsolescence is now inherent in life. One great example is that one can nearly 

purchase a new printer (with ink) cheaper than buying replacement print cartridges. The 

insult to injury is that same ink cartridge will “dry up” in time,  and become worthless. I still 

recall tricks one could utilize to extend the life of a typewriter ribbon. 

 Good relationships, both business and personal, require a series of positive or learning 

experiences over time. One cannot expect to develop and understand the workings and 

teachings of God by attending church once or twice a year. If the only time one reads the 

Holy Scriptures comes by reading the lessons printed in a worship bulletin, one’s 

understanding will remain shallow. Thus, one of the reasons for the season of Lent is a 

reminder for all of us to return to the disciplines of faith. 

 Immediate gratification reinforces the sin of self-centeredness. As we only focus upon 

ourselves and our needs, compassion suffers. Jesus encourages his followers to love one 

another. The lessons in the stories of the Good Samaritan, the feedings of the multitudes, 

the washing of feet, the words of the Last Supper, and others both remind and encourage us 

to be servants of God in addition to proclaimers of the Gospel. 

 Several centuries passed with no word from on high through a prophet before the voice 

of one crying in the wilderness was heard. The voice cried out repents and prepare for the 

Kingdom of God. Amen. 

 ~ Pastor 

(Continued from page 1) 

Reaching Out through Technology 
 

 Each week, St. John Lutheran Church livestreams the 8:15 am 

and 10:30 am Sunday services and also offers the 10:30 am 

service via Facebook. In addition, the 10:30 am services on the 

2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays are broadcast on KRSL 990 AM/98.1 

FM and NexTech Cable Channel 130. 

  Donations are always welcome to help offset the annual costs 

incurred with the streaming software and the broadcast fees for 

the radio. For more information, please contact the church office.  
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PMA Notes ~ September 2020 
 

By John Dumler, PMA 
 

 “What happens when we fail?” That was a questions one of my colleagues asked as we 

talked about faith and other topics. I put it to myself in a more colorful way, “How do we walk 

the walk when the world throws all the crap at us?” 

 Look at how our week goes - we walk out of church on Sunday, given inspiration to do 

God’s work. Sometimes we have a clear path on how to do God’s work - be the disciple, the 

proclaimer, the good deed-doer - and we do just that. Then, people start with “their” 

understanding on who “deserves” his word, or his help, or prayers answered and on and on! 

 That leads us to the question stated. I had a week like that - I wanted to shut myself off 

so I wouldn’t come unglued on anyone. DISCLAIMER: Please don’t question if it was you - this 

happened away from church and my sisters and brothers.  

 I was preparing for Window Church, planning to offer of the Eucharist to residents of 

Homestead for the first time since February. I was re-inspired and thought this is why we 

continue to come back - mercy, love, forgiveness, faith and the nourishment of His word. 

 Now this is a warning to all of our members reading this now, do not do anything with 

any gift cards in response to an email “from” Pastor Dennis. Although I was caught in a scam, 

the process was stopped before it reached its intended conclusion - to pass on gift cards to 

the person posing as Pastor Dennis - and I now own more gift cards than I could have ever 

imagined. After my first response (which might have included some former oilfield 

construction vocabulary), I thought about what Jesus tells us - I prayed for guidance and a 

path forward. My response to the email was to let the sender know I forgave them and 

prayed that they would turn away from this life. I was carrying anger, frustration, and malice 

in my heart, but then came Window Church and communion. 

 Throughout the service, I listened to God and Jesus, read guidance through the 

Eucharist and prayed: 

  

 Holy God, it is our practice to come to this table, to receive the bread and wine. 

You always meet us here; you embrace our brokenness, you pour out your love 

upon us, you name us as your disciples, and claim us for an eternity. And we can 

still remember that you, Lord, are with us always. With the sacrament, we can 

remember that we life our hearts to you. We can remember to give thanks to the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Usher/Guide (10:30 Sunday Services): 

 Sept 6 ........... Kristy Mader 

 Sept 13 ......... Blaine Maier 

 Sept 20 ......... Kristy Mader 

 Sept 27 ......... Blaine Stoppel 

 

 

Liturgist/Lector (10:30 Sunday Services): 

 Sept 6 ........... John Dumler 

 Sept 13 ......... Carol Fritz 

 Sept 20 ......... Judy Holmes 

 Sept 27 ......... Kim Stoppel 

 

 

Bulletin Delivery: 

 Sept 4 ........... Olson Family 

 Sept 11 ......... Theresa Wagner 

 Sept 18 ......... Shirley Krug 

 Sept 25 ......... Gordon & Cheryl Kraich 

 

 

 

September Altar Guild: 

 Rhonda Kuhlmann, Chair 

 Barb Krug 

 Gina Langhofer 

 Janet Peerman 

 Crecia Reeves 

Worship Assistants for September and October 
 

 Thanks to all those who have served as worship assistants. If you are unable to assist on the 

assigned date, please secure a substitute and notify the church office as soon as possible. 
 

 The Worship and Music Committee is looking for worship assistants for the 10:30 Sunday 

Services  for November and December. Volunteers are needed to serve as Usher/Guide and 

Liturgist/Lector. If you are interested, or need more information, please contact the church 

office. 

 

 Oct 4 ............Kristy Mader 

 Oct 11 ..........Blaine Stoppel 

 Oct 18 ..........Kristy Mader 

 Oct 25 ..........Nathan Ryan 

 

 

 

 Oct 4 ............Judy Holmes 

 Oct 11 ..........Kim Stoppel 

 Oct 18 ..........Carol Fritz 

 Oct 25 ..........Blaine Maier 

 

 

 

 Oct 2 ............Bob & Judy Albrecht 

 Oct 9 ............Marty & Connie Dumler 

 Oct 16 ..........Andrea Cross 

 Oct 23 ..........Carol Prester 

 Oct 30 ..........Dick & Georganna McCrary 

  

 

October Altar Guild: 

 Tammy Nuss, Chair 

 Lois DeWald 

 Gina Langhofer 

 Janet Peerman 

 Alison Ryan 

 Samantha Schwien 
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PMA Notes, September 2020 

Lord, Our God. Blessing and praise still belong to you. It is through your living 

word that you created all things, including the heavens and the earth. Through 

your wisdom and goodness, you made all people in your image and likeness. 

 

 It is known that you gave your only Son to share the nature of our 

humanity. He was tempted daily, just as we are. He took our sins and went to the 

cross - died for us all, and with his last breath asked God to forgive us all. He 

sealed that with the communion we share, in the way we can during this time of 

the pandemic. So again as we share the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus we are 

asked to remember. It is through this prayer and meal that I ask we be united in 

love and peace with all your people. And until we are united with the company 

of angels, we ask that Jesus brings us to that presense of your eternal Glory and 

guide us to be his sisters and brothers in Christ... and forgive in the midst of all 

the “crap” we are dealt. Amen. 

 

 I know that at times I am not eloquent, but I am your disciple to go and proclaim! Lord, 

you are my way - keep me straight as you can. Thank you for all you do. 

 

 Throughout the last month, I have helped with curbside communion, Window Church 

at Wheatland and Homestead, and provided one week of pulpit supply. At the end of this 

month or the first of next month, I will be able to lead the St. John service as well. 

  

          ~ John 

(Continued from page 3) 

Missing Our Musicians 
 

 Ruth Keil and Juanita Flegler, directors of the Agape Choir and 

St. John Ringers, would like to remind all singers and ringers that 

we are all close in heart even though we are still apart.  
 

 Although it is not known when choirs will be able to meet again 

for rehearsals and during services, Ruth and Juanita are looking at 

possible alternatives. Give them a shout if you have any ideas!! 
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Heart2Home: 
Staying Connected 
 

The Heart2Home project 
encompasses a variety of 
activities that keep the St. 

John Family connected with people of all ages in our church as 
well as in our community. 
 

 Heart2Home Porch Visits 
 Spiritual Nutrition - Weekly porch visits continue to 

approximately twenty individuals and couples 
(following all social distancing guidelines). This “visit” 
provides nutrition to the soul as well as to the body. 
This ministry continues to be well received, with 
participant and volunteer numbers growing weekly.  

 Sunday School - Heart2Home is helping with Sunday 
School porch visits, packing and delivering Sunday 
School materials every two weeks starting in late 
August. 

 Community and Donor Thank Yous: St. John continues 
to deliver treats and thank yous to local heroes, including 
care center staff, Russell County Health Department, 
EMS, and more. 

 Care Center Residents: In August, each resident 
received a vase of fresh flowers and a note. All St. John 
members are encouraged to pick up a “to go” pack of note 
cards, and return completed cards to the office. 

 Intergenerational Pen Pal Project: This project is 
currently on hold until “starter kits” can be assembled - if 
you would like to donate to this project, please contact the 
church office. 

 

Volunteers and donations are greatly appreciated to continue this 
vital outreach: 
 “Route Drivers” are needed for Sunday School and Spiritual 

Nutrition porch visits 
 Desserts are needed for the Spiritual Nutrition project 
 Pint jars, garden produce, and proteins (beef, pork, chicken 

or turkey) are needed to make approximately twenty entrees 
each week for the Spiritual Nutrition project 

If you are able to help in any way, please contact the church 
office. Your blessings continue to bless others - thank you for 
helping St. John stay connected! 

WELCA meetings 
on hold for now 

 

 The St. John Lutheran Church 
Women of the ELCA have made 
the difficult decision to cancel 
monthly meetings at this time. 
Meetings will resume once the 
pandemic is no longer on the 
rise in the local area. 
 If you have any questions 
about WELCA at St. John 
Lutheran Church, please contact 
the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest Musicians 
Sought for 4th Sundays 

 

 Since Easter, Sandy Krug has 
been graciously sharing her 
talents at the organ for Sunday 
services each week. In an effort 
to provide Sandy with a well-
deserved break, St. John is 
inviting anyone with a keyboard 
talent to accompany the liturgist 
at the 10:30 Sunday service on 
the 4th Sunday of the month. 
 Musicians are welcome to 
utilize the piano, Clavinova or 
organ. Three familiar hymns and 
traditional liturgy is sung by the 
Liturgist (all music provided). 
Music choices for the prelude 
and postlude are at the 
musician’s discretion. 
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God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
 

 The ELCA God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday offers a way for 
congregations around the world to play a critical part in addressing 
community needs. St. John Lutheran Church will hold a food drive on 
Sunday, September 13 starting at 11:00 am. 
 If you live in the Russell city limits and would like to donate non-
perishable food items, place items in a GREEN grocery bag and place on 
your porch. Volunteers will collect the food items from porches and deliver 
them to the Russell County Food Pantry.  
 GREEN grocery bags will be included in the Sunday School Porch Visit 

Bags, and will also be available in the church office for pick up Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 
1:30 pm. Bags may be delivered upon request - please contact the church office. 
 If you were missed, or forgot to place your items on your porch, feel free to drop donations 
off at the church office or call to arrange a pick up time. 

Thanks and Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Kaden Vaughn Towery, son of Jake and Kira (Kreutzer) Towery, was 

born Friday, August 7, 2020. Kaden weighed 9 pounds, 14 ounces and 

measured 21 inches. Blessings to big sisters, Maria and Cadence, and 

special congratulations to Papa and Nana (John and Deb Kreutzer)!! 

 

Kye Alan Boxberger, son of Jake and Marie Boxberger, was born 

Monday, August 17, 2020. Kye weighed 8 pounds, 8 ounces and 

measured 19.5 inches. Congratulations to big sister, Lorelei, and the 

entire Boxberger family! 

Maybelle Dean and Emily Marie Olson, daughters of Michael and 

Brooke Olson, were baptized into Christ’s family on Wednesday, August 

26, 2020.  

 

Reata Lynn Stoppel, daughter of Garret and Kylie Stoppel, was 

baptized into Christ’s family on Saturday, August 29, 2020. Reata’s 

sponsors are Thane Barker and Macayla Wittman. 

Sunday 

September 13 

Starting at 11:00 am 
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Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 

OUR SYMPATHIES AND GOD’S COMFORT TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF 

Care Center Residents 



September 2020 Page 9 

Congregational Tidbits 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE US MILITARY OR IN SERVICE ABROAD 

 

OUR PARISH RECORDS 

Offerings 
 

 
August 2 ............. $5,236.00 
August 9 ............... 2,532.00 
August 16 ............. 2,356.00 
August 23 ............. 3,011.00 
August 30 ..................... * 

Worship Attendance  
 

 Date Sat Early Late Total 

 August 2 11 19 38 68  
 August 9 18 17 34 69  
 August 16 12 18 48 78  
 August 23 12 19 38 69 
 August 30 *    

Curbside Communion 
 

 August 2 ..................... 8 
 August 9 ..................... 6 
 August 16 ................. 11 
 August 23 ................... 6 
 August 30 .................... * 

God Bless 
our Troops 

* Data not available at time of publication 



St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
August 19, 2020 

 
 Voting Members Present: Pastor Roger Dennis, Judy Albrecht, Carol Fritz, Andrea  
  Krauss, Kristine Mader, Blaine Maier, Nathan Ryan, Richard  
  Sieker 
 Others Present: John Dumler, Judy Holmes, Sheryl Krug, Alex Lofland 
 Excused: Kim Stoppel 
 Absent: Jim Dumler, Kameron Schneider, Mary Ulrich, Gaylon Walter 

     
Invocation / Call to Order 
 Council President Blaine Maier called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm. Pastor Roger Dennis led 

the Council members in prayer. 
 
Amendments to Agenda 
 Council President Blaine Maier requested an amendment to the Agenda, adding “c) Custodian” to 

New Business. It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the agenda, as amended.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the July 15, 2020 Council Meeting 

as presented. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss reviewed the financial reports. It was moved, seconded, 

and passed to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
 PMA - In addition to the wr itten repor t included in the Council packet, John Dumler noted 

that Care Center services at Wheatland and Homestead continue via “Window Church” and 
communion had been offered at Homestead for the first time. 

 Youth and Family Ministry - Written report in Council packet.  
 Education - John Dumler reported on the most recent Education Committee meeting, noting 

that the curriculum will be modified to allow for porch visits and online presentations. 
 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish Fellowship - No report. 
 Property - Nathan Ryan repor ted that the Amer ican Red Cross Blood Drive has been 

confirmed for November 16, and the Property Committee is willing to help with set up if 
necessary. Nathan also reviewed the current status of the condensation issues in the kitchen, 
noting that ComfortPro will be scheduled to check the lines. Nathan reported the state boiler 
inspector had visited St. John and the boiler passed inspection. Nathan also reported the internet 
wifi upgrade equipment had arrived. 

 Stewardship/Finance - No report. 
 Worship & Music/Technology - Kristine Mader reported that current in-person services have 

been going well in regards to technology (streaming, broadcasts, etc.). Kristy also thanked all 
those who have volunteered as Worship Assistants, as well as Connie Dumler and the Altar Guild. 
Kristy also thanked Sandy Krug for providing music during Sunday services. Kristy emphasized 
the need for a Technology Committee and dedicated line item in future annual budgets.  
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 Youth Groups - No report. 
 Cemetery - No report. 
 Pastor Dennis - Pastor Dennis reported on baptisms and weddings, noting several private family 

baptisms have been held in the Secret Garden. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 Council President Blaine Maier led Council members in the second reading of the Congregational 

Constitution, noting additions and corrections to the Constitution that were discussed at the July 
2020 Council Meeting. Pastor Dennis will incorporate final additions and corrections before the 
next Council meeting. 

 
New Business  
 Council President Blaine Maier explained the need to update the authorized officers for the 

Southwind Bank Credit Card. It was moved, seconded, and passed to remove previous authorized 
officer Terri Walker from the Southwind Bank Credit Card, and add Council President Blaine 
Maier, Council Vice President Andrea Krauss, and Council Treasurer Judy Albrecht as authorized 
officers.  

 PMA John Dumler reviewed the written request for desktop upgrades for the Pastor’s and Vicar’s 
offices, noting current hardware does not allow for any sort of video conferencing. John reviewed 
the quote received from Cory Funk for upgraded desktops, and was asked to verify the quote 
includes hardware that will facilitate video conferencing. It was moved, seconded, and passed to 
table the agenda item until the September Council Meeting, to allow for clarification on hardware 
specifications and to secure funding source.  

 Pastor Dennis reviewed Debora Kreutzer’s current status for return to work, noting that it will 
most likely be at least another month. It was moved, seconded, and passed to hire John Kreutzer 
as Substitute Custodian in the interim, at Debora’s current hourly wage with total hours not to 
exceed 20 hours per week. 

 
Discussion 
 Council Vice President Andrea Krauss requested “Pew Cushions” be added to Old Business for 

the September 16, 2020 Council Meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
 At 6:40 pm, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the meeting adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 Next Executive meeting – Thursday, September 10 (time TBD) 

 Next Council meeting – Wednesday, September 16, 2020 at 5:15 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by Carol Fritz, Church Council Secretary 
Recorded by Sheryl Krug, Church Council Recorder 
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The 10:30 Worship Services on September 13 and 27 will be broadcast on 

KRSL (990 AM and 98.1 FM) and Nex-Tech Cable Channel 130. 
 

Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com. 
 

This outreach is made possible by various contributions. 

St. John Lutheran 
425 N. Main St. 

Russell KS 67665 
 

Phone: 785-483-5358 
Email: stjohn@ruraltel.net 
Website: stjohnrussell.com 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

Pastor Roger Dennis 
 785-445-4140 (h); 785-445-8065 (c) 
 pastor@ruraltel.net 
 

John Dumler, PMA 
 785-483-1382 (c)  
 pma@ruraltel.net 
 

Alex & Audrey Lofland, Youth & Family 
 Ministry Coordinators 
 785-324-0203 (c) 
 stjohnyouthandfamilyministry@gmail.com  
 

Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper 
 sjlcbookkeeper@ruraltel.net 
 

Sheryl Krug, Administrative Assistant 
 

Debora Kreutzer, Custodian 
 

Church Council 

 President—Blaine Maier 

 Vice President—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Treasurer—Judy Albrecht 

 Education—Kim Stoppel 

 Evangelism/Social Ministry/Parish 

  Fellowship—Mary Ulrich 

 Property—Nathan Ryan, Jim Dumler &  

  Richard Sieker 

 Stewardship/Finance—Andrea Krug Krauss 

 Worship/Music/Technology—Kristy Mader 

 Youth—Kameron Schneider 

 Cemetery—Gaylon Walter 

Please submit address updates 
to the Church Office. 

 

If you would like your address 
removed from the mailing list,  

please let us know by 
phone, email or return mail.
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