As a community of believers in Jesus Christ, inspired by

St. John Lutheran Church the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit,
the mission of St. John Lutheran Church is to:
August 2026 Newsletter WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, SERVE and SUPPORT.

Teri Talk August 2026
SERVANTS WANTED: We have unlimited openings for motivated servants to meet the
needs of God’s people. Start immediately. Responsibilities include performing random acts
of kindness, serving and pleasing God, and doing what He calls you to do. No skills needed.
God will equip you with on-the-job training. Benefits will include growth opportunities leading
to one incredible “raise” at the end of your service. To apply: Contact God."

“Are you a volunteer or a servant? Are you aware of the difference? We often describe those who
work for the church on an unpaid basis as volunteers. It's a term we’ve borrowed from social clubs
and non-profit organizations. Leaders of clubs and non-profits make it their business to cultivate a
steady stream of volunteers, because without them, the organization can’t succeed. Churches too,
live or die by their ability to attract and mobilize volunteers. In churches all across the country, the
volunteer model of ministry has been used to do some wonderful things in the name of Christ. If
only it were biblical.” 3

“Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:43-45)

“Nowhere in scripture do we read about the volunteers that God has used to achieve his purposes
in this world. During his ministry, Jesus didn’t go around recruiting volunteers; he called people to
be servants....That's why the term “volunteer” has no place in the Kingdom of God. It’s fine for the
club, but not the church.™

God calls us to move beyond “volunteering” for a good cause to being obedient servants. When we
shift our perspective from “What do | feel like doing today?” to “How can | bless the Kingdom?” our
work changes from a chore into an act of worship.

“Rory Noland, in his book, The Heart of the Artist, discusses the difference between those who
volunteer out of obligation to serve in the church and those who feel called by God to serve.
Noland says, “there is a deeper level of commitment, joy, and reward with those who know their
calling is from God.” He then lists differences between volunteers and those called of God.

1. Volunteers see their involvement at church as community service, but people called of God see
it as ministry.

2. Volunteers whine about what it's going to cost to serve, but people called are committed to
serving.



3. Volunteers shrink back from resolving relational conflict, but people called of God seek to
resolve relational conflict for the sake of unity in the church.

4. Volunteers look upon rehearsal/practice/meetings as another commitment they're obligated to
fulfill, but people called of God look forward to rehearsal/practice/meetings as another opportunity
to be used by God.

5. Volunteers do no outside practicing or preparation, but people who are called of God come
ready to serve as prepared as possible.

6. Volunteers are not open to constructive criticism; they get defensive about it. But people called
of God are grateful for feedback because they want to be the best they can be.

7. Volunteers feel threatened by the talent of others, but people called of God praise Him for
distributing gifts and talents as He chooses.

8. Volunteers want to quit at the first sign of adversity or discouragement, but people called of God
dig in and persevere.

9. Volunteers find their main source of fulfillment in their talents and abilities, but people called of
God know that being used of God is the most fulfilling thing you can do with your life.

10. Volunteers can’t handle being put in situations in which they’re going to be stretched, but
people called of God respond to God’s call with humble dependence on Him.”2

Which ones define your approach to your role in worship ministry? Now answer this question: “Are
you called or a volunteer?” Noland talks about developing “Communities of Grace” where all
members share their personal gifts and talents and embrace their unique place in the body of
Christ.2

Paul reminds us in Philippians to adopt the attitude of Christ Jesus, “who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant’. Jesus did not treat our salvation as a
volunteer project of convenience; He offered Himself completely.

"Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,
“not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
SWho, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to
his own advantage; "rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.

8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:1-8).



Read Philippians 2:1-8 and then pray, “God, help me to have the attitude of Jesus. Please provide
clarity to me as | consider different ways that | might serve You, by serving others. Amen.”
So, are you a volunteer or a servant?

Blessings,
Pastor Teri

References: 1Copyright ©2021 jsjdevotions. All rights reserved.
https://devotionsoftheheart.com/2021/10/29/volunteer-or-servant/
2“Are You Serving as a Volunteer or One Called of God?” Kenny Lamm,
https://www.renewingworshipnc.org/volunteer-or-called-of-god/
The Heart of the Artist, Second Edition: A Character-Building Guide for You and
Your Ministry Team, Rory Noland, Zondervan, 2021
¥Training for Something Greater: Volunteer or Servant?” Wade Hodges,
https://www.wadehodges.com/volunteer-or-servant/
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The women of the WELCA will have a meeting August 13, 2026. They will be doing
three lessons and will meet at 9:30AM in the Parish Hall. Lunch will be provided. First
lesson will be done by Susie Krug, second lesson will be done by Jean Mai and the
third lesson will be done by Pastor Teri. All the women of the church are invited.
Please RSVP to Judy Holmes if you are planning on attending at (785)- 483-9400.
There will be a WELCA Western Cluster Meeting on August 29, 2026, at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Hays Kansas.

Summer Worship Experiment Continues
We will continue to engage in our Summer Worship Experiment using the hymnals. Your
feedback is very helpful and welcomed as our experiment continues. We will continue to
offer full bulletins for those who need them.

Prayer Shawl Group: Mondays at 10:00 AM
Sewing Group: Tuesdays 1:30 — 4:00 PM

Bible Study with Pastor: Thursdays 1:30 PM in Parish Hall, August 6th, 20th and
27th

There will be NO Bible Study August 13, 2026, due to the Women’s Bible Study
Alter Guild Meeting: Wednesday, 26, 2026 at 5:30 PM

Executive Committee: Tuesday,11, 2026, at 5:30 PM

Church Council: Tuesday,18 , 2026, 6:30 PM

425 Youth Group Start Date and Time: August 12, 2026, at 6:30pm

You are invited!
The 2026 Western Cluster Meeting for the Women of the ELCA, Central States Synod
is August 29, 2026 from 9:30 am to 1:30pm at the Trinity Lutheran Church, 2703 Fort
St, Hays, Kansas. RSVP by August 3, 2026 by calling the St. John Lutheran Church
office at 785-483-5358.

In the 10:30 Worship Services on & Sundays will be broadcast on KRSL (990 AM
and 98.1 FM).
Sunday Services are streamed live at www.stjohnrussell.com
This outreach is made possible as a ministry of St. John Lutheran Church.



Meals for New Mothers has been a wonderful ministry and a true blessing to so many
families. We are deeply grateful for the time, love, and effort each of you has given in
serving others. It is time tio bring this ministry to a close. Thank you for your many
ways you have blessed new mothers over the years. May you continue to bless and
encourage one another. Your kindness and compassion make a lasting difference.

The service in remembrance and celebration of life for “Bill” Horn will take place
on Friday Auqust 21, 2026, at 10:30am at St. John Lutheran Church.

We will Gather As One on Saturday August 29,
2026, at 6:00pm
Service will be held in the Sanctuary and
livestreamed. NO Services on August 30, 2026.

On Saturday August 29, 2026, there will be a reception following service to
honor and thank Peggy Anschutz for all her years of service to St. John
Lutheran Church!

To be included in the September
Newsletter, information must be
submitted no later than the 20th

A Willingness to Serve
If you have any interest in the following please contact St. John Lutheran
Church Council President Lee Keffer at (785-483-7793). Your willingness is
greatly appreciated!

-Anyone willing or wanting to finish out a one-year term on St. John Lutheran Church
Council



August 2026 Worship Assistants

6:00 Sat Greeter/Usher Reader Musician
August 1st......... Brad and Cheryl Prester .................... Elaine Voos ............cccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiice, TBA
August 8th .......... Allen and Betty Funk ..................... Jeremy Ulrich ... TBA
August 15t ........ Jaden Nuss and Kelvie Reeves......... Kelvie Reeves .............ccccvvviiiiin, TBA
August 22nd, ... Darold and Corrine Gideon .................. JohnDumler ......... ..., TBA
August 29t . ... Galen and Rudene Niedenthal........... Galen Niedenthal .............................. (Gather As One)
September 5t...... .Mary and John Boxberger ................ Elaine Voos .............cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, TBA
8:15 Sun Greeter/Usher Lector Musician
August2rd ... Carol Fritz ...............oooo Carol Fritz ..o TBA
August 9t ................ Katrine Kolder ..o, Katrine Kolder .............cccoovvevirnnnccen TBA
August 16th............... SaraKrug...........cooooevviiiiiiieiii SaraKrug..........ccocvvviiviiiieiiiiiee TBA
August 23r................ Dick and Georganna McCrary.................. Georganna McCrary...........cccccovvirenerrinnnenn. TBA
September 6t ............ Susan Krug. .........ccoovvvvvvviieeee, Susan Krug.. ........cccceeeeiiiiiiiiiiicc TBA
10:30 Sun Greeter/Usher Lector
August 2. ... Steve Masden...... (N); Janella ECK(S) ..........ccooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, Susan Krug
August 9th.......... Morris and Barbara Krug(N); Laura Biles (S)...............cccccovveeen. Ruth Keil
August 16t ....... Glenna Hackerott (N); Judy Holmes(S)..................oooiiiiiiiiinnnn, Dolores Earnest
August 23r......... Steve Masden(N); Irene Coffeen(S)............ccccoieeiiiiiiiiiiiiinin, Gina Langhofer
September 6%..... Carol Fritz(N); Deloris Janne(S)...............ccccoeeeiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiinnnn. Cindy Ross

Acolytes Musician
August2nd ... Rogan and Collins Dumler (10:30am)...............cccoiiiiiiiiiiice TBA
August 9th.................... Hadlee and Rush Brown(10:30am)................cccccoiiiiiiiniiiiiiee TBA
August 16th..................... Reece Peck and Evanlee Rainey (10:30am)..................ccoooiiiiiiiiinnn, TBA
August 23 ................... Elsie Jefferson and Analeigh Schoech(10:30am) ..........................c. TBA
August 29th..................... Alex and Noah Krug (6:00pm - Saturday)................cccccvvviiiiieeii TBA
September 6t................ NONE (10:30@M).........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e TBA
Bulletin Delivery July 31st: Dick and Georganna McCrary Altar Guild:

August 7t: Allen and Betty Funk
August 14t": Laura Biles
August 28 Denise Guth
September 4thth: John Boxberger

Chair: Tammy and Danielle
Saturday: Brenda Yoder
Carol Krug and Susan Lorenc

If you cannot assist with worship or acolyte the week you are listed, please try to find someone to take your place

that weekend.



OUR CHURCH RECORDS

Worship Attendance
Date Sat Early Late Total
June 27t and 28t................. 18, 24, 90, e, 92
July4thand 5h...................... 16 e, 21 35, 12
July 11thand 120.................. 26 30, 38 94
July 18t and 19t .................. W 21 43...iiiii 81
July 251 and 261..........eenii will be in September Newsletter
Offering

June 27thand 28t ..................... $2094.00

Julydthand 5. $4715.00

July 1M1thand 120 $2675.00

July 18t and 19t ........ccvvvenee $3004.00

July 25t and 260 ... will be in September Newsletter

St. John Ringers Bell Choir and Agape Choir Schedules

Practices
Date St. John Ringers Agape Choir
August 191................... 6:00 pm............... NONE
August 261................... 6:30 pm............... NONE
September 2md.,........... 6:30 pm............. 7:30 pm
September 9t .............. 6:30 pm............... 7:30 pm
Performances
Agape Choir ............... 10:30 @M e Meet in Sanctuary at 9:45 am
St. John Ringers ........ 10:30 @M e Meet in Sanctuary at 10:00 am



St. John Lutheran Church Scholarship Recipients
At the 10:30 service on Sunday, July 26, 2026 the St. John Lutheran Church congregation honored
recent high school graduates and recongized academic achievements for students beginning or
continuing advanced educations. Thanks to the generosity of the Richard and Ellen Mai family and
the Earlin Nuss family, St. John Lutheran Church offers two scholarships each year. This year, Mai
Family scholarship recipients received $3,000.00 each and the Earlin Nuss Memorial Scholarship
recipient recevied $500.00. The scholarship committee presented certificates to each recipient
(awards are presented directly to the educational institutions). Mai Family Scholarship recipients
may receive awards for no mre than four years, and must apply annually. The Earlin Nuss
Memorial Scholarship is awarded to one (or more) Russell High School graduating senior.

2026-2027 Earlin Nuss Memorial Scholarshiop Recipent
Alex Krug

2026-2027 Mai Family Scholarship Recipients
Kelvie Reeves
Hannah Krug
Hailey Gier
Kierra Eck
Alex Krug
Charles Krug
Edwin Muller
Diego Muller

Agape Choir
The Agape Choir is ready to return after their summer hiatus — ready to praise the Lord with song!

Agape Choir Director, Ruth Keil, is building the choir season to incorporate a variety of musical
styles, with both familiar (and favorite) tunes, as well as contemporary choral arrangements. Ruth
takes special care when selecting seasonal music for Agape Choir — making choices both the choir
members and congregation will enjoy. The Agape Choir raises their voices to the Lord the third
Sunday of every month (from September to May), and several special services throughout the
year. The choir reherses the three Wednesdays preceding a performance Sunday. Each rehersal
begins at 7:30 pm and concludes at 8:30 pm. For more information contact the church office.

Special Music
Special Music is always welcome. Solos, duets, small groups — worship the Lord with voices and
instruments. All services would welcome special music for prelude, postlude, during communion, or
even during a special moment during the service. If you would like to share your musical talents, or
for more information, please contact the church office.




St. John Lutheran Church
425 N. Main Street
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St. John Lutheran Church St. John Lutheran Church
Pastor Teri Sutherlin Clergy and Staff
785-483-5358 Pastor Teri Sutherlin (pastor@ruraltel.net)
stiohn@ruraltel.net Kelvie Reeves, Administrative Assistant
stjohnrussell.com Shayla Peck, Bookkeeper

John Kreutzer, Custodian

Worship Services

6:00 pm Saturday Church Council
8:15 and 10:30 am Sunday President: Lee Keffer

Vice President:Gaylon Walter
**NEW Office Hours*™ Secretary: Mark Johnson
Monday through Friday Treasurer:Amber Ruggels

**1:30 pm to 5:00 pm**
Members:
Afton Brown, Hadlee Brown,
D.J. Klema, Melinda Olson,
Paul Phillips, Heather Pohiman, and
Pastor Teri Sutherlin
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