Saturday and Sunday October 3 and 4th, 2026
Litany for Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Year A

Reminder: Offering will not be collected during the service.
Please leave your gifts in the offering tray as you enter for worship.

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness
of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread
so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org)
425 N. Main Street, Russell, KS 67665 ~ 785-483-5358
email: stiohn@ruraltel.net ~ website: stjohnrussell.com
Pastor Teri Sutherlin (620-521-6454)
Weekly Services: Saturday, 6:00 pm; Sunday, 8:15 am; Sunday, 10:30 am
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Saturday and Sunday October 31 and 4th, 2026,
Litany for Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost, YearA

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P:

C:
P.

Q0

C:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness
strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts
back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us
to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ++ Jesus Christ, in
whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal
life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

THE GREETING

P:

C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you
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My Lord of love
My Lord of life

Gathering Hymn...“My Lord of Light”...VS1 &4 ....... ELW 832
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Text: Christopher Idle, b. 1938
Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune; arr. Alice Parker, b. 1925

Text © 1980 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY/EVENING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Please join me in prayer. Beloved God,

from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your
Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance,
help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P
C:
P:
C

Congregation may be seated

THE READING OF THE WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 5: 1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song Israel is
compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God'’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten
grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

"I'will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes. * And now, inhabitants of
Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. * What more was
there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected it to yield
grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes? > And now | will tell you what | will do to my
vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down. | will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or
hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of
Israel, and the people of Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw
bloodshed,; righteousness but heard a cry!

L: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.



RESPONSIVE READING OF THE Psalm: Psalm 80: 7-15
Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15)

Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

L

C:  :You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it.
L: s You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.
C

' The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its
boughs.

1 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.

L

C.  2Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
L: » The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
C
L.

“Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
s behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.

Second Reading: Philippians 3: 4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right
relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] *° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more:

5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; © as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to righteousness under the law, blameless. ” Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come
to regard as loss because of Christ. ® More than that, | regard everything as loss because of
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss
of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ° and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. ' | want to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in
his death, " if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead. '? Not that | have
already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press on to lay hold of that for
which Christ has laid hold of me. ' Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that | have laid
hold of it, but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, * | press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God
in Christ Jesus.

P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.
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Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation.... Verse 1

9 ! : I pr— 1 I I | /’_\4}
F 4N | | | |
©” e 4 ¢ 3 18 ¢ ¢ ¢ i
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia.
o P B p » e s
o = —o o o ¥
/b . ‘ ' ! | o .
P | I |
e [l
0N . . . |
A ——— e ———
\\_____//
Al-le - lu -1a, al-le - lu -1a, al-le - lu - ia.
Y s
. er 2L £ Z
ES . N ' '

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Mousic: “Alleluia 7,” Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994, and the Taizé Community
Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copvright administrator.

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically,
bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 21: 33-46

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 3 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he
leased it to tenants and went away. ** When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. % But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 3¢ Again he sent other slaves, more than
the first, and they treated them in the same way. °” Then he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.” % But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
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themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” 3° So they
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “° Now when the owner of
the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” ' They said to him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will
give him the produce at the harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is
amazing in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces its fruits. “* The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

4 \When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that
he was speaking about them. “6 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
because they regarded him as a prophet.

L:  The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Childrens Sermon (10:30 only).........cooviiiiiimininiiirrr e Afton Brown



Hymn of the Day/Evening... “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”...VS 1 & 4...ELW 803
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



Congregation may be seated

THE SERMON...... .o seessssessssssssssssssssss e ssssssnsssssssssnsaes Mark Johnson

Please stand as you are able

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

With our faith in Jesus Christ, let all the people of God confess their faith of the
church:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P:

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us.

A brief silence.
Hear us, O God.
Repeat after every prayer...

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.
The Sharing of Christ’s Peace

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also, with you.

Congregation members may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace as you are comfortable doing so,
saying, “Peace be with you”, or similar words

The Offertory: “To God Our Thanks We Give”...ELW 682...Sing Two Times
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Text: Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936
Music: REAMO LEBOGA, Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe
Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The Offertory Prayer:

P:  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and

always.
C: Amen.
Benediction

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and
be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and  give you

peace.
C: Amen
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Sending Hymn..... “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”.....VS 1 & 2 ...ELW 656
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nageli, 1773-1836, adapt.

Blessing & Sending

P:  The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ
Jesus.

C: Amen.

P:  The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit.

C: Amen.

P:  The God of grace -+ bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

P:  Gooutin joy. Be led forth in peace.

C: Thanks be to God.
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Postlude:

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS024243. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary,
Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Wednesday October 7, 2026:
425 Youth Group at 6:30PM
Bell Choir at 6:30PM

Agape Choir at 7:30PM

There will be NO Bible Study with Pastor this week. Bible Study will resume Thursday
October 15, 2026, at 1:30PM.

Pastor Teri will be taking vacation time and attending two conferences the first two
weeks in October. She will be out of the office from Monday September 28 through
Monday October 12. Pastor Brenda Roger will be providing pastoral care coverage
while she is out of the office. We will have only one worship service on Sunday
October 11 at 10:30 AM and the 425 Youth Group will be leading worship. More
information will be provided in the October Newsletter.

Anyone willing or feeling called to serve on the St. John Lutheran Church
Council please contact St. John Lutheran Church Council President Lee Keffer
at (785-483-7793). Your willingness is greatly appreciated!

Prayer Concerns:
John Dumler
Ron Tittel

Prayers for the family and friends of:
Ethan Dickerson
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